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Team Rector: Canon Grant Fellows, 01525 373217 

The Parish of St Leonard, Heath and Reach 

www.saintleonardschurch.com 

 

Team Vicar Revd. Noel McGeeney, The Vicarage, 2 Reach Lane,  

LU7 0AL,  01525 237633 

saggart@yahoo.com 

Church Wardens Br Bede Falconer CoS, 46 Chiltern Gardens, LU7 3BL 

07925 364480 

Mrs Val Roberts, 7 Cotefield Drive LU7 3DS, 07935 

936156 

  

Secretary 
  
Treasurer 
  
Freewill Offerings 

Mrs Ann Gomersall, 173 Cotefield Drive, LU7 3DT, 

01525 376572 
Mrs Jill Thomas, 46 Redwood Glade, LU7 3JT, 
01525 374175 
Mr Tony Mellodey, 12 Holts Green, Great Brickhill, 

MK17 9AJ,   01525 261552 / 07771 686005 

Administrator and Church 

Hall Bookings 

Mrs Kelly Burley, St Leonard’s Parish Office,  

St Leonard’s Church Hall, Leighton Road LU7 0AA.    

07502 320025     stleonardheath@gmail.com 

Office hours: 10.00am—1.00pm Tuesdays,  Thursdays  

                               

    
GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 

Little Fishes 
  
 

Choir 
  
  
SLAP 
  
Men’s Breakfast Group 
 

Magazine Editors 

 
 

Magazine Advertising 

Mums & Toddlers, Monday 1.30 pm in the hall 
Contact: Parish Office 
 

Sundays at 10.15am in Church, Contact: Jane Newman, 

01525 237421 
 

St Leonard’s Amateur Players, Contact: 
Mrs Nicole Waldock, 01908 608304 
 

Termly, Saturdays at 8.30am. Contact Neil Forsyth on 

01525 377047  
 

Neil Forsyth, 01525 377047 and Claire Forsyth 07745 

431356 , stleonardsmag@gmail.com 

Contact Parish Office  07502 320025 

All copy to reach Editor by 15th of the month, please 
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    Mindful Waiting 
 

Winter is here, and spring is on the way. Let us not be too hasty to 
get to spring and miss out on the important lessons only winter 
can provide. I know people whose favourite season is winter. It 
brings to the fore the need to let go of Summer and Autumn to 
stop and rest, hibernate if needs must. Having lived in the tropics 
for over twenty-five years I do appreciate the four seasons and  

what they bring to the human psyche.  
 

It seems we spend a lot of our time waiting for one thing or another to happen before 
we go on to something else. The time we spend waiting is valuable time, as time for us 
is not an infinite resource, it is finite, and it will end. Like any valuable resource we need 
to use it well. The liturgical seasons of Advent and Lent invite us stop, rest and          
contemplate God in us and among us. 
 

 A definition of prayer I read one time says prayer is wasting time with God. Be that as it 
may, I believe time is our most valuable resource and however we choose to waste 
time we ought to do so mindfully. The stretch between now and spring is one such 
time, Wintertime: a season that invites us to slow down and pay attention using all our 
senses.  
 

I share a reflection I came across as a back drop to underpin what mindful waiting 
might be like; 
I don't want to wait anymore. I choose to believe that there is nothing more sacred or 
profound than this day. I choose to believe that there maybe a thousand big moments 
embedded in this day, waiting to be discovered like tiny shards of gold. The big          
moments are the daily, tiny moments of courage and forgiveness and hope that we 
grab on to and extend to one another. That's the drama of life, swirling all around us, 
and generally I don't even see it, because I'm too busy waiting to become whatever it is I 
think I am about to become. The big moments are in every hour, every conversation, 
every meal, every encounter. 
 

The Jewish concept of Sabbath or Shabbat is critical to Jewish life. The four principles of 
Jewish Sabbath are: stop, rest, delight and contemplate. These are outlined in the book 
Emotionally Healthy Spirituality by Peter Scazzero where he goes on to say when we 
cultivate these qualities every week then they will infuse every other day of the week.  
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The Parish Registers 

 

No entries this month 

 

The editorial and production team of          

‘People and Parish’ would like to wish all readers, 

contributors, distributors and advertisers a very 

happy Christmas and a peaceful and successful 

2018 and to thank them for all their support over 

the past year 
 

We will be back in February! 

Which is of course God's plan for us.   
 

Having just come back from a trip to the Holy Land, I am mindful of the pace of life 
within which we live. An insight I received says that children have a right to rest; they 
are at school all week and at weekends, especially Sunday they are being driven to one 
sport activity to another. How can they learn the value of rest when rest is no longer a 
value, at least not sacred rest?  I wonder is there a link between poor mental health 
and the lack of our capacity to truly rest? 
  
I host a quiet afternoon four times a year, one each season to give folk an opportunity 
to practice the four principles of Jewish Sabbath, especially for those who can't do an 
annual retreat. I appreciate it is quite an ask to give up four Sunday afternoons in a 
year. The next one will hold at a beautiful lake locally with its own club house, 4th Feb-
ruary 1.30-4-30pm. Please see our website for details. (stleonardchurch.com) 
 

I also host Mindfulness Meditation on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month from 
7.30-9pm at St. Leonard’s Church hall, for the very same reasons, to stop, rest, delight 
and contemplate. I host both events on behalf of the team, so open to all.  
 

Noel McGeeney  
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Christmas is coming and we’d love you to join us! 
St Leonard’s Christmas Services 

Sunday 3rd December  

11.00am Toy Service 
A short informal service for all ages when we bring new* toys to be given to the 

Salvation Army for local children who would otherwise go without - last year they 

helped over 120 children.                                                *toys must be new and 

unwrapped 
 

Sunday 10th December  

4.30pm Christingle Service 
A short informal service of songs, carols and readings. Our collection will go to the 

Children’s Society to support their work in the UK with children and young people. 

www.childrenssociety.org.uk 
 

Sunday 17th December  

5.00pm Carols by Candlelight 
Our service of Christmas Carols and readings followed by wine and mince pies 
 

Sunday 24th December - Christmas Eve 

10.00am Joint Service 
A parish communion service at St Leonard’s with St Nicholas’ and St Michael’s 

3.30pm Crib Service 
A short informal service when we bless our crib and tell the story of Jesus’ birth 

11.15pm Christmas Midnight Communion Service 
A Christmas Holy Communion Service with Carols when we welcome Jesus’ birth 
 

Christmas Day 
10.00am Family Communion Service 

A short communion service celebrating Jesus’ birth 
 

Sunday 31st December - New Year’s Eve 

10.00am Combined Villages Service 
A parish communion service at St Leonard’s with St Nicholas’, St Michael’s and St 

Michael and All Angels 
 

For information about our usual weekday and Sunday services please visit 

www.saintleonardschurch.com 
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Services: 

After-sales for PC, Mac & Linux 

IT support 

Wired and wireless network installations 

Internet & email assistance 
 

Troubleshooting: 

 Windows, Mac & Linux troubleshooting 

 Virus & Spyware removal 

 Fault diagnostics, repairs & upgrades  
 

Sales: 

Branded or custom PCs & Laptops 

Computer hardware & peripherals 

Software 
 

On-site visits - office hours or evenings by appointment 
 

  Computamation Services Ltd 
Est: 1999 with over 25years experience 

 

Contact: John Wallace on 01525 261381 or 07968 536068 

email: john@computamation.co.uk     web: www.computamation.co.uk 
9a Lower Way, Great Brickhill, Bucks. MK17 9AG 

 

 

Badminton Club 

Friday evenings (8 - 10 pm) 
 
Tiddenfoot Leisure Centre 

 friendly 

 mixed abilities 

 non-league  

 Free trial 

Established over 30 years 

KEEP FIT ~ ENJOY LIFE 

01525 381337 
01525 261552 
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The Villager             by Geoff White 

I expect that you are all looking forward to Christmas and planning what presents you 
are going to give and how you are going to afford them. 
 

With good food and entertainment, it should be a time of peace and goodwill but one 
hundred years ago the Great War was still bringing bad news to village families.  Some 
soldiers were home for a few days from the front.  Private Cyril Dickens was back in 
Lanes End and having served in the same regiment as Sergeant W. Banwell, was able to 
tell his bereaved parents how their son had been killed two months earlier.  Private 
Josepg Smith of the Beds Regiment was still remembered, although he had died in 1915 
in the Woburn Abbey hospital.  In July, there had been the military funeral of Private 
Baker, who was buried in Heath churchyard and was a local hero, having been awarded 
the Military Medal for bravery.  He was a stretcher bearer attached to the 7th Field 
Ambulance, who, although injured himself, saved others’ lives.  On a perfect summer’s 
day, nearly all the village’s inhabitants were present to pay their respects. 
 

But entertainments still continued through the year, although mainly to raise money 
for good causes.  Mrs T. Bromhead Bassett organised a sale of work in the Church Room 
at St Andrew’s Church in Leighton Buzzard with refreshments at reasonable prices in 
the interval. Heath Junior Church of England Temperance Society held their annual 
treat in the hall and afterwards enjoyed games in a field lent by Mr Dancer. 
 

Whist drives were popular in the period leading up to Christmas and one in aid of the 
Red Cross was very successful. The hall was packed for a concert given by “The       
Olympics,” a troupe from Ampthill Command Depot and the proceeds were to go to 
send a parcel to every villager serving in H.M. Forces either at home or abroad.  The 
amount raised of £15 did not cover the cost and two days after Christmas, Mr King of 
Rose Cottage, Thomas Street, was organising a whist drive and dance to clear the debt 
and appealing for gifts of refreshment and prizes. (How this combined entertainment 
worked, I do not know but separate tickets were needed. Did one “shuffle” round the 
hall?)  These combined activities seemed to be popular as just before Christmas at the 
Corn Exchange, Leighton Buzzard, the Boy Scouts held a Fancy Dress, Whist Drive and 
Dance. 
 

The Christmas fare was causing problems but local potatoes had grown well.  Mr G. 
Bates had put up for auction five acres of King Edward’s, growing in a field adjoining the 
Old Linslade Road opposite Grange Mill.  Pigs were said to be scarce but beef sausages 
were advertised and a one pound Christmas pudding could be bought from Messrs 
Willards for two shillings and three pence.  Each Christmas, the Duke of Bedford had 
given the poor of the village some venison but in 1917 had written to the Parish Council 
to say this would not take place.  At a specially called meeting the Council passed a 
resolution in reply, “This council, whilst thanking his Grace for the supply of venison in 
the past, sincerely hope that it will not be necessary to deprive the poor of the parish of 
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NAO BOARDING CATTERIES  
 

 Fully licensed and approved.   

 Heated pens with individual 

outside runs. 

 Collection and delivery      

services available. 

 
 

OPEN MONDAY TO SUNDAY 

 

Please call 07411 136691  

or email  
naoservices111@gmail.com  

for enquiries  
 

www.naocatterryservices.co.uk 
 

BRAMBLE LODGE, 29 OAKLEY 

ROAD, CLAPHAM, BEDS. 

MK416AN 

NAO CLEANING SERVICES  
 

 Domestic regular, weekly, 

 fortnightly, home care cleans  
  Occasional cleans 

  Tenancy beginning and 

   end 

  House moving cleans 

  After builders cleans 

  Commercial and contract.   

 

Please call 07411 136691  

or email  

naoservices111@gmail.com  

for a free estimate  
 

www.naocleaningservices.co.uk 
 

BRAMBLE LODGE, 29 OAKLEY 

ROAD, CLAPHAM, BEDS. 
MK416AN 

 

KINGSWOOD FARM 
 

BOARDING KENNELS 

AND CATTERY 
 

BRICKHILL ROAD 
HEATH AND REACH 

 
Telephone: 01525 237 777 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Proprietors: 
Anne & Bob Reeve 

 

mailto:naoservices111@gmail.com
http://www.naocatterryservices.co.uk/
mailto:naoservices111@gmail.com
http://www.naocleaningservices.co.uk/
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The annual subscription to the magazine of £6 is now due. If you collect 
your magazine from church, please put your money in an envelope and 
hand it to a Church Warden.  If your magazine is  delivered, please hand 
the money to your distributor. 
 
If you are not a regular subscriber and would like to   become one, 
please complete the details below and   return to the Parish       Office, 
The Church Hall, Leighton Road, Heath & Reach LU7 0AA with the annual 
subscription of £6.00 (cheques payable to St    Leonard’s PCC) 
 
Name………………………………………………………. 
 
Address……………………………………………………. 
 
I would like to : 
 Collect the magazine from Church each month:    Yes/No 

or 
 Have magazine delivered:    Yes/No 

Continued from page 7. 
 

 the generous gift in the future.” 
 

A happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year to you all. As you you enjoy all the good 
things around you this Christmas, remember your forebears who struggled with much 
less to make you live an easier, peaceful life and if you have indulged too much, turn off 
the TV, do a dance and deal out the cards! 

 

 

 

 

 

St Leonard’s Church Hall is available for hire! 

Birthday parties, wedding receptions, meetings and other      

special occasions 

 
Competitive hire rates, fully fitted kitchen and car parking 

 

To book, for more information or to check  

availability please go to saintleonardschurch.com, email      

stleonardheath@googlemail.com or call 07502 320 025. 
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Remembering 
World War 1 

268731 Private Thomas J Bates 
12th Battalion King’s (Liverpool Regiment) 

 

Aged 21 years, he died on  
17th December 1917 and is buried in  
Le Cateau Military Cemetery, France 

 

Thomas was the son of George and Mary Ruth of Heath & Reach and was 
an Assistant Teacher living at Grange Mills, having followed in the 
footsteps of his father whoa was also a teacher. His brother George would 
later die of wounds in June 1918.  
He died following the Battle of Cambrai in the Nord Pas de Calais, known 
as the Hindenburg line, one of the first battles where tanks were used. 
During this battle there were said to be over 45,000 British casualties. 
 
 
 

451328 Rifleman Frank Croxford 
1/11th Battalion London Regiment  

(known as the Finsbury Rifles) 
 

Aged 28 years, he died on 22nd December 1917  
and is buried in the Ramleh (now Ramla) War Cemetery in Israel 

 

Frank was the son of Thomas and Mary Croxford of Heath & Reach. He 
was an Outfitters Assistant and lived in the village, possibly with his 
parents. He fought in Gaza during the Southern Palestine Offensive as part 
of the Sinai and Palestine Campaign and probably died in the aftermath of 
the Battle of Jaffa whilst fighting Ottaman and German forces. 
 

Sources: www.roll-of-honour.com; www.1914-1918.net;  

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission  www.wikipedia.org 

St Leonard’s is remembering those on the Heath and  Reach War 
Memorial on or around the  100th anniversary of their death.  
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For all your painting 

and decorating  
needs … 
 

 J.M.Wyatt 
 

 Painter and Decorator 
 

  

4 St Leonard’s Close 

Leighton Buzzard 

Beds 

LU7 3DF 
 

  

Tel. (01525) 379520 
 

Call for free quotation and 
advice 

OPEN 
MON to SAT 6am-6pm 

SUN 6am-1pm 

 
 

R & M Shah 

297 HEATH ROAD 
(corner Sandy Lane) 

 

 
 
 

 

NEWSAGENTS, OFF-LICENCE 
CONFECTIONARY, CARDS, 
GROCERIES, TOBACCO, 

PATENT MEDICINES, 
WALLS ICE CREAM, 
GENERAL STORES 

 We also sell 
BUNKERS HOME-MADE SAUSAGES 
HOT BREAD ~ Sunday mornings 
 7 day Week News & Magazine  

Delivery  

Tel. 01525 371808  

COTTAGE STORES 

 

 The most competitive prices in  

the area 

Tel: 01525 237687 
 

 Mrs Emma Smith 
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Cold finger food only please to share with others. If you 

would like any ideas of what to bring please see the list in 

the Church Porch for details. Any queries please contact 

Rosemary on 01525 377047. 

Saturday 9th December 
6.30pm - 10pm 

In the Church Hall 

Bring & Share Nibbles 
Bring your own drink 

http://www.saintleonardschurch.com 

St Leonard’s  

Parish Family   

http://www.saintleonardschurch.com/
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Holy Humour! 
 

 
A father was approached by his small son who told him proudly, "I know what the Bible 
means!" 
His father smiled and replied, "What do you mean, you 'know' what the Bible means? 
The son replied, "I do know!" 
"Okay," said his father. "What does the Bible mean?" 
"That's easy, Daddy..." the young boy replied excitedly, "It stands for'Basic Information 
Before Leaving Earth.” 
 
There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old family Bible to her brother in 
another part of the country. 
"Is there anything breakable in here?" asked the post office clerk. 
"Only the Ten Commandments." answered the lady. 
 
"Somebody has said there are only two kinds of people in the world. There are those 
who wake up in the morning and say, "Good morning, Lord," and there are those who 
wake up in the morning and say, "Good Lord, it's morning."  
 
There is the story of a clerygman who got up one Sunday and announced to his         
congregation: "I have good news and bad news. The good news is, we have enough 
money to pay for our new building restoration programme. The bad news is, it's still out 
there in your pockets." 

 
While driving in Pennsylvania , a family caught up to an Amish carriage. The owner of 
the carriage obviously had a sense of humour, because attached to the back of the  
carriage was a hand printed sign... "Energy efficient vehicle: Runs on oats and grass. 
Caution: Do not step in exhaust." 
 
A minister waited in line to have his car filled with gas just before a long holiday week-
end. The attendant worked quickly, but there were many cars ahead of him. Finally, the 
attendant motioned him toward a vacant pump. 
"Reverend," said the young man, "I'm so sorry about the delay. It seems as if everyone 
waits until the last minute to get ready for a long trip." 
The minister chuckled, "I know what you mean. It's the same in my business."  
 
 
People want the front of the bus, the back of the church, and the centre of attention. 
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Once again, the Washington Post has published the winning          

submissions to its yearly neologism contest, in which readers are 
asked to supply alternative meanings for common words.....and 

the winners are: 
 

1. Coffee (n), the person upon whom one coughs. 
 
2. Flabbergasted (adj.), appalled over how much weight you have gained. 
 
3. Abdicate (v), to give up all hope of ever having a flat stomach. 
 
4. Esplanade (v), to attempt an explanation while drunk. 
 
5. Willy-nilly (adj), impotent 
 
6. (Negligent (adj), describes a condition in which you absentmindedly answer 
the door in your nightdress. 
 
7. Lymph (v), to walk with a lisp. 
 
8. Gargoyle (n), gross olive-flavoured mouthwash. 
 
9. Flatulance (n), emergency vehicle that pickes you up after you are run over by 
a steamroller. 
 
10. Balderdash (n), a rapidly receding hairline. 
 
11. Rectitude (n), the formal, dignified bearing adopted by proctologists 
 
12. Pokemon (n) a Rastafarian proctologist 
 
And finally.... 
 
13. Frisbeetarianism (n) (back by popular demand), the belief that when you 
die, your Soul flies up onto the roof and gets stuck there. 
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For more information on any of these events,  

phone 01525 377047 

Thursday 14th December 

COFFEE MORNING 
in the Church Hall 

10am-12.00noon 

 

 

Saturday 9th December 

PARISH CHRISTMAS PARTY 

in the Church Hall 
6.30—10pm 

For all the family 

Saturday 27th January & Saturday 3rd February 2018 
 

DICK WHITTINGTON 
 

A pantomime in two acts by SLAP 
 

Performances at 2pm and 7.30pm 

 

Saturday 10th March 

50/50 AUCTION 
in the Church Hall at 1pm 
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Christmas facts 
 

The celebration of Christmas was banned in Britain in 1644 and became 
a punishable offence in 1647 during Oliver Cromwell’s puritanical       
Protectorate, causing a series of pro-Christmas riots across the country.  
It wasn’t until the monarchy was restored in 1660 (with Charles II on the 
throne) that Christmas Day was officially restored too. 
 

The tradition of bringing decorated Christmas trees into the home first 
began in Strasbourg in the 17th century.  It was Queen Charlotte, the 
German wife of George III, who set up the first Christmas tree (a Yew) in 
Britain in 1800, starting a new fashion among the British aristocracy.  
However, the tradition only really took a hold among the masses when 
Queen Victoria and Prince Albert’s Christmas trees (sprices first) were 
depicted in the popular press during the 1840s and 1850s. 
 

25th December was probably chosen because it coincided with the     
ancient pagan festival of Saturnalia, which celebrated the agricultural 
god Saturn with partying, gambling and gift giving. 
 

In 1965, two astronauts on the way back from orbit, spotted something 
in space that they couldn’t identify.  Frantic, they radioed Mission      
Control.  After several minutes of tence silence, engineers at Cape 
Cananveral began haring the faint jingle of sleigh bells, followed by a har-
monica rendition of “Jingle Bells played by none other than the two 
“frantic” astronauts. 
The men later donated the harmonica and bells to the National Museum 
of Space and Aeronautics in Washington. 
 

According to Celtic and Teutonic legend, mistletoe is magical—it can heal 
wounds, increase fertility, bring good luck and ward off evil spirits. 
The tradition of kissing under the mistletoe didn’t begin until the         
Victorian era. 
 

There are 364 gifts mentioned in TheTwelve Days of Christmas. 
 

The first Christmas was celebrated on December 25, AD336 in Rome. 
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St. Leonard’s Amateur Players Present  

Saturday 27 January - 2pm & 7.30pm 

Saturday 3 February - 2pm & 7.30pm 

Adults £7  Children £4.50 

BOX OFFICE 

ticketsource.co.uk/slap 

01525 377047 

St. Leonard’s Church Hall 

Heath and Reach 



20 

 

 

Need help with your 

garden? 
 

 

Lady Gardener 
R.H.S. Qualified  

 

Creative - Experienced  

Regular maintenance - 

One off tidy up - New 

planting and Design 
 

Tel: Caroline 07867744050 

Living with Parkinson’s and looking for local 

support? 
 

Did you know there is a dedicated Parkinson's UK Local Advisor in your area, who 

can offer free and comprehensive support tailored to your needs? Jackie Kennedy, who 

covers Mid and South Bedfordshire, explains what her job is all about: 
 

My role is about making sure people affected by Parkinson’s and their families have all 

the information they need to take control of life with a progressive neurological         

condition, enabling people to play an active part in any decisions around treatments and    

helping make life as fulfilling as possible. 
 

There are many things I can offer support with including: understanding Parkinson’s and 

addressing the impact of Parkinson's on daily living; accessing appropriate health and 

social care services; securing relevant welfare benefits; signposting to local Parkinson’s 

UK groups which offer friendship and a ranges of social activities, and planning for the 

future. 
 

I can provide information, answer any questions and offer practical support by           

telephone, email  and , when needed, through home visits, from the point of diagnosis 

and throughout the Parkinson’s journey. 
 

Please do contact me - no one has to face Parkinson’s alone. 

Jackie Kennedy, Parkinson’s UK Local Advisor - Mid and South Bedfordshire and   

Luton 

T: 03442253795 E: jkennedy@parkinsons.org.uk .www.parkinsons.org.uk 
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St Leonard’s Visiting Team 
 

We are a small group who enjoy meeting people and 
having a chat (maybe over a cup of tea!). 
 

If you or anyone you know is housebound, or might 
enjoy some  company occasionally, please call Kelly on 
07502 320025 and she will put us in touch. 
 

We look forward to hearing from you. 
 

Anne Chapman 
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CHURCH COFFEE  

MORNING 
 

CHURCH HALL 
 

Thursday 14th December 

 

10.00am to 12 noon 
 

ALL WELCOME 

 
 

TRANSPORT AVAILABLE IF REQUIRED 

PLEASE TELEPHONE 07502 320025 TO ARRANGE 

 

Coffee mornings are held on the 2nd Thursday of each 

month 

 

 

Next coffee morning will be on  

 

Thursday 11th January 
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.....from ‘The Velveteen Rabbit’ by Margery Williams..... 
 

“What is REAL?” asked the Rabbit one day, when they were lying side by 

side.....”Does it mean having things buzz inside you and a stick-out-handle?” 

“Real isn’t how you are made,” said the Skin Horse. “It’s a thing that happens to 

you. When a child loves you for a long, long time, not just to play with, but REALLY 

loves you, then you become Real. 

“Does it hurt?” asked the Rabbit.” 

“Sometimes,” said the Skin Horse, for he was always truthful.. When you are Real 

you don’t mind being hurt.” 

“Does it happen all at once, like being wound up,” he asked, “or bit by bit?” 
 

“It doesn’t happen all at once,” said the Skin Horse.. “You become. It takes a long 

time. That’s why it doesn’t often happen to people who break easily, or have sharp 

edges, or who have to be carefully kept. Generally, by the time you are Real, most 

of your hair has been loved off, and your eyes drop out and you get loose in the 

joints and very shabby. But these things don’t matter at all, because once you are 

Real you can’t be ugly, except to people who don’t understand.” 
 

Derek Hardman. 
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A Churchwarden’s Tale........It’s that time of year again! 

 

Christmas is coming Hoorah! It is so exciting for us as we begin organising all 

our Christmas services and activities. I won’t talk about what these                 

arrangements are as all that information is included elsewhere in the magazine. 

I would just like to encourage you all to have a look and hopefully you will be 

able to join us in our celebrations. 
 

The second phase of the building work on the church is about to begin. The 

tower is getting a new hatch out to the roof and ventilation to the internal 

decking is to be improved. This has been quite an adventure for Bede and I. We 

have made applications for permission for the work to be done, appointed   

architects and stonemasons and applied for a grant to help us meet the costs. 

Fortunately our grant application was successful so we are now able to         

proceed. 
 

‘Mr and Mrs Vicar’ have returned from their visit to The Holy Land and Noel is 

arranging an evening presentation to share their experiences with us. I am sure 

this will involve plenty of photographs, information and stories about all they 

saw and the people they met along the way. 
 

It is almost time for us to make arrangements for the Christmas tree for inside 

the church. We hope to get the tree from Leighton Buzzard Garden Centre be-

cause the one we had last year was amazing. After Christmas we placed it     

behind the church ready for disposal. It was out there quite a while and we 

were astonished at how it continued to look good for weeks. Mind you, the 

sight of myself and Bede struggling to get it in and then out of my car is     

probably best not repeated so apologies in advance if you are unfortunate 

enough to witness this. 
 

Our Social Committee have been busy organising our Christmas Bazaar and also 

our Christmas Party. SLAP (St Leonard’s Amateur Players) are busy rehearsing 

for the panto and that is guaranteed to be fun for all. Book your tickets early to 

avoid disappointment. 
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We are delighted that the Co-op Community Fund has now ended their latest 

round of fundraising and that we will soon find out the final amount awarded 

to us. We can be confident that we will be comfortably able to continue to hold 

St Leonard’s Seasonal Lunches well in to the future. Our next lunch is on       

Saturday 13th January and it will be good to have this to look forward to after 

all the excitement of Christmas. 
 

We have thoroughly enjoyed children visiting us from Heathwood and St      

Leonard’s lower schools. We had a treasure hunt and dressed them up in Noel’s 

fancy vestments and it was lovely to have the church filled with their excited 

chatter. We will have a number of Christmas celebrations with local          

schoolchildren visiting the church and this is always a joy to be part of. 
 

All of us at St Leonard’s Church wish you all of you a very happy and peaceful 

Christmas and may we all look forward to 2018. 
 

Val Roberts 

Churchwarden. 

 

PIANO LESSONS 
 

Would you like to learn to play piano? 
 

Or did you play years ago and feel 
rusty? 

 
Lady tutor can cover any age and any 

level. 
 

1st lesson is free—come and try—no 
commitment! 

 
I can be contacted on 

01525 261552 

 

AN EXERCISE CLASS FOR   

SENIORS WITH  

IMPAIRED MOBILITY 

‘SIT N’  

STAY FIT’ 
is a physiotherapist approved  

programme of exercises  

incorporating movements used in everyday life 

whilst building & maintaining flexibility & 

strength in important joints with fun routines 

set to favourite old songs  
 

EVERY WEDNESDAY FROM 2PM – 

2.45PM @ £3.00 PER CLASS 

AT ‘FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE’  

NORTH STREET 
 

TO IMPROVE YOUR QUALITY OF LIFE 

CALL -  JAQUI - 01525 211725 COME 

ALONG ! 
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THE SILVER LINE 
 

A helpline for older people 
 

0800 4 70 80 90 
 

“Like child abuse, loneliness carries a stigma, especially for an older   genera-
tion too proud to ask for help.  I hope by creating a helpline for older people 
The Silver Line will enable them to break through the stigma of loneliness, and 
thus save lives and comfort and protect older people in need.”  Esther Rantzen. 
 
The Silver Line is a free confidential helpline which provides; information and 
signposting to services, community and voluntary support across the country; a 
friendship service to combat loneliness; and a means of empowering those 
who may be suffering abuse. 
 
If you are feeling isolated or lonely, there is not only the helpline, but a tele-
phone befriending service, where you are matched to a trained    volunteer, 
who will phone on a weekly basis for friendship at a time  convenient to you.  
So if you feel that you would benefit from the       services of The Silver Line, 
please do not hesitate to call our 24/7 helpline on 0800 4 70 80 90. 
 
‘If you think it is for you, it is for you’. 

St Leonard’s Parish Prayer  
 
 

Living God, you have given us St Leonard 

as an example of one who extended himself  

to relieve the difficulties of others; 

 help us to know in our hearts the love you have for us all 

 so we may reach out in genuine empathy 

 to those in our community 

 who feel lonely, isolated, or overwhelmed by grief or loss. 

 Help us to grow together as a people  

united in concern for each other and love for you.  Amen 
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nicole.waldock@tesco.net 

01908 608304 

Facebook.com/on77yx 

ONYX - The dynamic six piece band for your 
special event, wedding reception,             
anniversary celebration, dinner dance or 
corporate function. 

Choose your favourite songs from our          
extensive playlist for those magical mo-
ments to make your special occasion simply 
the best. 

ONYX will ensure you and your guests dance 
all night to celebrated hits from the last five    
decades. 

www.heatsafegasandplumbing.co.uk 

 

STOKES CHIMNEYS AND 

GARDENS 
 

Qualified lady chimney sweep 

All types of stoves and chimneys 
carefully swept. 

Birds’ nests cleared 
Member of the Institute of        

Chimney Sweeps  
Garden maintenance service. 
Grass cutting, weeding, leaf      

clearing, pruning and planting etc. 
RHS qualification  

Friendly local service.  
Public liability insurance and DBS 

checked. 
Call Sue Stokes on 01 525 850622 
stokeschimneysandgardens@gmail.com 



29 

 

On or For Sun 
Coffee (after 11am 

service) 
Cleaning 

3rd December H&R Ramsbotham  

10th December J Thomas & H Clark G&M White 

17th December 
S Buttery &                

E Dickinson 
 

24th December A Palmer & L Page 
J Thomas &                

A Gomersall 

31st December 
A Chapman &            

S Halstead 
 

7th January J&T Mellodey R Young & S Darms 

14th January S Darms & A Payne  

21st January H&R Ramsbotham 
A Chapman &            

S Halstead 

28th January J Thomas  
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CALLING ALL  
RETIRED MEN AND WOMEN! 

 
St Leonard’s Old Boys (otherwise known as the SLOBs) 
are a group of retired folk who meet once a month to 
help keep the church and hall surrounds tidy 
 
We meet normally on the first Monday of each month and 
tackle whatever light work is needed at that time followed 
by a “planning lunch” at the Axe & Compass. 
 
There is no commitment to come every month but only 
as and when you can and only for two hours. 
 
We meet at the church hall at 10.00am.  The next 
meeting is on 4th December. No meeting in January. 
 
Everyone welcome! 

And finally...... 
 

The Sunday Schoolteacher was telling the story of the Nativity and had 
just finished the part about there being ‘no room at the inn’. A small 
voice piped up: “I blame Joseph. He should have booked.” 

********** 

Three phrases that sum up Christmas: Peace on Earth; Goodwill to 
Men; and Batteries not included. 

********** 

The best cracker jokes: 
 

What do you get if you cross Santa with a duck?  A Christmas quacker 
 

How does Good King Wenceslas like his pizza?  One that’s deep pan, 
crisp and even 
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Monday to Friday 

9am—12pm, 12pm-3pm or 9am—3pm 

An independent preschool offering places for children 

from 2 years old, providing a range of activities to 

support children’s learning through play 

Contact Margaret Smithers, Early Years Teacher  

Email: hbpreschool@aol.com 

Phone: 01525 237172 

THE HEATH BAND 

Would you like to learn a brass instrument? 
Do you already learn and would like to join a group? 

 

Then come and join  
 

  THE HEATH TRAINING BAND 
 

At the Heath Barn, Eastern Way, Heath and Reach on 
Wednesday evenings (term time only) 

 

Free tuition: 6.45 to 7.45pm - instruments available 
Band practice: 7.15 to 7.45pm 

 

For more information contact: info@heath-band.co.uk 

www.heath-band.co.uk   heath-band               @heath-band 
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Worship at St Leonard’s 
 

 

3rd Dec      1st Sunday of Advent 

08.00am       Holy Communion (BCP) 

11.00am       Family Service 
 

5th Dec    

07.30apm     Holy Communion  
 

10th Dec    2nd Sunday of Advent Advent 

08.00am       Holy Communion (Order 1 traditional) 

11.00am       Parish Communion (Order 1) 
 

12th Dec 

07.30pm       Holy Communion 
 

17th Dec    3rd Sunday of Advent 

08.00am       Holy Communion (Order 1 traditional) 

11.00am       Parish Communion (Order 1) 
 

19th Dec     

07.30pm       Holy Communion 
 

24th Dec     Christmas Eve 

08.00am         No service 

10.00am       Parish Communion (Order 1) 

03.00pm         Crib Service 

11.15pm         Midnight Communion 
 

25th Dec 

10.00am          Parish Communion 
 

31st Dec       1st Sunday of Christmas 

10.00am         Parish Communion (Order 1) 
 

For full details of all Christmas services, please see page 5 Inside this   

magazine.  For details of services in January, please see church website 
 


