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Team Rector: Vacant 

The Parish of St Leonard, Heath and Reach 

www.saintleonardschurch.com 

 

Team Vicar Revd. Noel McGeeney, The Vicarage, 2 Reach Lane,  

LU7 0AL,  01525 237633 

saggart@yahoo.com 

Church Wardens Br Bede Falconer CoS, 46 Chiltern Gardens, LU7 3BL 

07925 364480 

Val Cooper,  07745 364748 

  

Secretary 
  
Treasurer 
  
Freewill Offerings 

Mrs Ann Gomersall, 173 Cotefield Drive, LU7 3DT, 

01525 376572 
Mrs Jill Thomas, 46 Redwood Glade, LU7 3JT, 
01525 374175 
Mr Tony Mellodey, 12 Holts Green, Great Brickhill, 

MK17 9AJ,   01525 261552 / 07771 686005 

Administrator and Church 

Hall Bookings 

Mrs Corinna Washbrook, St Leonard’s Parish Office,  

St Leonard’s Church Hall, Leighton Road LU7 0AA.    

07502 320025     stleonardheath@gmail.com 

Office hours: 10.30am—12.30pm Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 

                               

    
GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 

Little Fishes 
  
 

Choir 
  
  
SLAP 
  
Men’s Breakfast Group 
 

Magazine Editor 

 
 

Magazine Advertising 

Mums & Toddlers, Monday 1.30 pm in the hall 
Contact: Parish Office 
 

Sundays at 10.15am in Church, Contact: Jane Newman, 

01525 237421 
 

St Leonard’s Amateur Players, Contact: 
Mrs Nicole Waldock, 01908 608304 
 

Termly, Saturdays at 8.30am. Contact Neil Forsyth on 

01525 377047  
 

Neil Forsyth, 01525 377047 , stleonardsmag@gmail.com 

 

Contact Parish Office  07502 320025 

All copy to reach Editor by 15th of the month, please 
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Listening for unfamiliar noises 

I went to see a friend the other day who lives in a 

block of flats. I have to use the lift to get to their 

flat and as I have used this lift many times, I am   

familiar with how long it takes to arrive, the noise 

the doors make and the sound the lift makes as it  

travels from floor to floor. 

On this visit I pressed the button to call the lift. It arrived in the normal 
time, the doors shut with their familiar bang and the lift moved off with 

its normal reassuring whoosh. However, a few seconds in to my    
journey,  banging and scraping noises started. Preparing myself for the 

worst, I located the ‘help’ button and checked my mobile phone for a 

signal to ascertain if I had a second available life line. 

Thankfully the lift, even though continuing to emit these unfamiliar, 

alarming noises, managed to deliver me to my desired destination. I 
stood right behind the doors, impatiently stabbing at the 'open' button, 

one swift action of the doors stood between me and freedom. As soon 
as the gap between the doors was big enough, I shot out of the lift.  

After looking back to see the lift doors close, I made my way to my 

friends flat 

Unfamiliar noises can very quickly provoke fear in us. During the day 

we may not be aware of the noises our home makes but during the 
quiet of the night these sounds can be alarmingly and may lead us to go 

and investigate to see if something is wrong 

With the people we know well, we become very familiar to the sounds 

they make and when they make unfamiliar sounds it alerts us to the 

possibility there might be something wrong. It may just be a change in 

the tone of their voice, a slight moment of reflection before they say 

they are OK when you enquire how they are. We then have a choice; 

do we ignore these unfamiliar sounds, or do we investigate them?  
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A central ethic of the Christian faith, and of many major faiths, is to love 

your neighbour as yourself, and one way to love your neighbour is to 

listen to them and to respond to any unfamiliar sounds they make. These 

unfamiliar sounds maybe a sign that something is wrong and even a call 
for help. 

As the unfamiliar noises of the lift made me prepare a plan to get help, a 

positive response to unfamiliar sounds from those around us is to be 

prepared to help. Your listening and response maybe just be the thing to 

open the doors on their situation and provide them with a way out, 

bringing them freedom and relief. 

Revd. Steve Marsh 

 
The annual subscription to the magazine of £6 is now due. If you 
collect your magazine from church, please put your money in an 
envelope and hand it to a Church   Warden.  If your magazine is de-
livered, please hand the money to your distributor. 
 
If you are not a regular subscriber and would like to   become one, 
please complete the details below and   return to the Parish Office, 
The Church Hall, Leighton Road, Heath & Reach LU7 0AA with the 
annual subscription of £6.00 (cheques payable to St Leonard’s 
PCC) 
 
Name………………………………………………………. 
 
Address……………………………………………………. 
 
I would like to : 
 Collect the magazine from Church each month:    Yes/No 

or 
 Have magazine delivered:    Yes/No 

Christmas Bazaar 
 

I know that it’s a long time ago but I would just like to thank everyone who helped and 
supported the Christmas Bazaar on Saturday 24th November 2018..  There hasn’t been 
a magazine since, so I’ve been unable to thank all those of you who helped make it a 
very special and successful afternoon.      Rosemary Forsyth, Social Committee 
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The Parish Registers 

 

Baptisms 
 

5th January    Taylor Pelling Flynn 
                           Tia Anderson Flynn 

 
13th January    Oscar John Kinchett 

 
 

 

Funerals 
 

22nd January    Geoffrey Charles White 
 

 

 

 

 

 

St Leonard’s Church Hall is available for hire! 

Birthday parties, wedding receptions, meetings and other      

special occasions 

 
Competitive hire rates, fully fitted kitchen and car parking 

 

To book, for more information or to check  

availability please go to saintleonardschurch.com, email      

stleonardheath@googlemail.com or call 07502 320 025. 
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Services: 

After-sales for PC, Mac & Linux 

IT support 

Wired and wireless network installations 

Internet & email assistance 
 

Troubleshooting: 

 Windows, Mac & Linux troubleshooting 

 Virus & Spyware removal 

 Fault diagnostics, repairs & upgrades  
 

Sales: 

Branded or custom PCs & Laptops 

Computer hardware & peripherals 

Software 
 

On-site visits - office hours or evenings by appointment 
 

  Computamation Services Ltd 
Est: 1999 with over 25years experience 

 

Contact: John Wallace on 01525 261381 or 07968 536068 

email: john@computamation.co.uk     web: www.computamation.co.uk 
9a Lower Way, Great Brickhill, Bucks. MK17 9AG 
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The Villager             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is with great sadness that we have to advise you that Geoff White—”Villager”—
passed away on Monday 7th January after a long illness which he bore with great   
courage and good humour. 
 

Geoff’s contribution to the life of St Leonard’s was immense: to many people he was St 
Leonard’s, church warden, member of the choir for over fifty years, handyman and car-
penter, member of the Social Committee, scenery builder, gardener, and, of course,              
contributor to this magazine as Villager for over 25 years. 
 

A full tribute to Geoff will follow in a future issue of the magazine but for now our 
heartfelt condolences go to Mary, his children, nephew, grandchildren and stepchildren 
on the loss of a wonderful man. 
 

In a recent sermon, Noel reflected on the various meanings of the word “beloved”: 
whatever your chosen interpretation may be, we can say with complete confidence 
that Geoff was truly beloved. 
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KINGSWOOD FARM 
 

BOARDING KENNELS 

AND CATTERY 
 

BRICKHILL ROAD 
HEATH AND REACH 

 
Telephone: 01525 237 777 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Proprietors: 
Anne & Bob Reeve 

 

STOKES CHIMNEYS AND 

GARDENS 
 

Qualified lady chimney sweep 

All types of stoves and chimneys 
carefully swept. 

Birds’ nests cleared 
Member of the Institute of        

Chimney Sweeps  
Garden maintenance service. 
Grass cutting, weeding, leaf      

clearing, pruning and planting etc. 
RHS qualification  

Friendly local service.  
Public liability insurance and DBS 

checked. 
Call Sue Stokes on 01 525 850622 
stokeschimneysandgardens@gmail.com 
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          St Leonard’s Holiday Club         

                                         

POST- CHRISTMAS PARTY 
in St Leonard’s Church Hall followed by a Picnic 

       
Bring a packed lunch, cold drinks provided 

 

WEDNESDAY 13th February  
10-12noon                                                                         

    
Activities for 3-10 year olds. 

3-6 year olds with accompanying adult 
 

Lots of Party Fun- Games. 
There will be a Magic and Puppet Show  

by Krisgar Entertainments 

    

 

Early Booking Essential, limited spaces – phone: 

Rosemary Young 01525 237345 
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St Valentine 
Probably one of the best known dates in the calendar is February 14th:  St Valentine’s 
Day, a day when couples exchange gifts and love and romance are celebrated. 
 

But exactly how much do we know about this famous saint?  Unlike other saints, many 
of whom we have never heard of, there is not a single church in England named after 
him.  There’s a few in France and Germany, and even a village named after him in 
France but generally this man is a bit of a mystery. 
 

St Valentine, officially known as St Valentine of Rome, is a third century saint and     
although not much is reliably known about his life and whether or not the stories about 
him involve two different people of the same name, it is generally agreed that he was 
martyred and then buried on the Via Flaminia to the north of Rome. 
 

The legends attributed to the mysterious saint are as inconsistent as the actual        
identification of him.  One common story is that at one point in his life, as a former 
bishop, he was on house arrest with Judge Asterius.  While discussing religion and faith 
with the judge, Valentine argued the validity of Jesus.  The judge immediately put    
Valentine and his faith to the test.  Valentine was presented with the judge’s blind 
daughter and told to restore her sight.  If he succeeded, the judge vowed to do         
anything for Valentine.  Placing his hands on her eyes, Valentine restored the child’s 
vision.  Judge Asterius was humbled and obeyed Valentine’s requests, broke all the 
idols around his house, fasted for three days and was baptised, together with his family 
and entire household. 
 

Valentine was later arrested again for continuing to try and convert people to Christian-
ity.  He was sent to Rome to be imprisoned for marrying Christian couples and aiding 
Christians being persecuted by the Emperor, Claudius II.  Both acts were considered 
serious crimes.  However, a relationship began to grow between the saint and Claudius 
until Valentine overstepped the mark by attempting to convince Claudius of             
Christianity.  The emperor became enraged and sentenced Valentine to death,        
commanding him to renounce his faith or be beaten with clubs and beheaded. 
 

Valentine refused to renounce his faith and was executed outside the Flaminian Gate 
on 14th February AD269.  
 

There are other tales of his life and several other dates given for his death.  One     
variation says that he refused to sacrifice to pagan gods, was imprisoned and while in 
prison, he healed the jailer’s blind daughter.  On the day of his execution, he left the girl 
a note signed “Your Valentine”. 
 

The romantic nature of Valentine’s Day may have derived during the Middle Ages, 
when it was believed that birds paired couples in mid-February.  According to English 
18th Century antiquarians Alban Butler and Francis Douce, Valentine’s Day was most 
likely created to overpower the pagan holiday, Lupercalia. 
 

Although the exact story of Valentine is not widely agreed upon, 14th February is today 
generally recognised as a day for love, devotion and romance but one thing is certain:  
St Valentine really did exist and 14th February is also marked as a celebration of his  
martyrdom. 
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For all your painting 
and decorating  
needs … 
 

 J.M.Wyatt 
 

 Painter and Decorator 
 

  

4 St Leonard’s Close 

Leighton Buzzard 

Beds 

LU7 3DF 
 

  

Tel. (01525) 379520 
 

Call for free quotation and 

 

 The most competitive prices in  

the area 

Tel: 01525 237687 
 

 Mrs Emma Smith 
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Christmas Quiz  - The Answers! 
 

So Granddad has had his after Christmas lunch nap, Dad has recovered from 
too much wine and Mum has finished off the Sherry. You’ve all had a crack at 
the Christmas quiz, so here are the answers.  Remember, there may be more 
than one answer.  If you want to dispute the answers, I’m sorry, where I am 
now, I’m out of reach! 
 

  1. Tea     Sri Lanka/India/China  
     2.         Coffee                                               Brazil 
 3. Brussels Sprouts                              UK/Bedfordshire 
 4. Bicarbonate of Soda                       Ireland 
 5.  Strong Cheddar Cheese                 UK 
 6. Black Pudding                                  Lancashire 
 7. Satsumas                                          South Africa 
 8. Broccoli                                             Lincolnshire/UK 
 9, Port Wine                                         Portugal 
 10. Mango Chutney                               India 
 11. Manuka Honey                                 New Zealand 
 12. Grapes                                               Spain 
 13. New Jersey Potatoes                       Jersey 
 14. Plums                                                 Italy 
 15. Crab Meat                                         Vietnam 
 16 Spam                                                  Denmark 
 17. Vegemite                                           Australia 
 18. Sardines                                             Scotland 
 19. Elco Cream                                        Ireland 
  20. Pineapple chunks                             Caribbean 
 21. Ginger Knobs                                    China 
 22. Whole Wheat Noodles                    Belgium 
 23. Gala Apples                                       Poland 
 24. Clementines                                      Spain 
 25. Mint Green Tea                                China 
 26. Ground  Almonds                             USA/Spain 
 27. Plastic Christmas Tree                     China 
 28. Kenco Latte Coffee                           Ireland 
 29. Whiskey                                              Ireland 
 30. Christmas Tree in Trafalgar Square, London.      Norway 
 
Compiled by Geoff White 
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For more information on any of these events,  

phone 01525 377047 

Thursday 14th February 

COFFEE MORNING 
in the Church Hall 

10am-12.00noon 

 

 

Saturday 2nd March 2019 

50/50 AUCTION 
in the Church Hall from 1pm 

Saturday 16th February 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
8.30AM in the Church Hall 

Saturday 18th May 

MAY FAYRE 
in the Church Hall and surrounds 

from 1PM 



16 

 

A year in the life of St Leonard’s in pictures 

SLAP trod the boards with               
Dick Whittington and the vicar in fine 
voice! 

A stunningly hot day for the May Fayre for 
once!  Fingers crossed for this year..... 
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A display of local  and church history at 
the Cream Tea 

The church ready for Harvest Festival 

Father Christmas at the Little Fishes 

Christmas party! 

Above and below left—Christmas 
bazaar attracted a good crowd! 
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STEP IN TIME LINE DANCING 
 

LINEDANCING CLASS 
 

ST LEONARD'S CHURCH HALL 
 

EVERY MONDAY 
 

BEGINNERS 7.00-8.00 pm 

IMPROVERS/INTERMEDIATE 8.00-9.30 pm 
 

COME ALONG IT'S EASY IT'S A FUN 

ENJOYABLE WAY TO KEEP FIT 

£4.50 per session 
 

Make a note in your diary 

Enquiries:Text or phone Lyn 07960 952 391 or 
01908 641069 

lynda.bass@btinternet.com 
 

 Beginners/Improvers in Southcott Community 

Hall  

Every Wednesday 7.30pm-8.30pm 
LU7 2QY 

 
 
 
 

To advertise your product 
or service in this space, 
call Corinna on 07502 

320025 

Well, I never knew that! 
 

Nightmares are more common if you sleep on your left-hand side. 
 

The Bank of England was founded by a Scotsman in 1694. 
 

The Bank of Scotland was founded by an Englishman in 1695. 
 

Of the 400,000 species of plant on Earth, 300,000 are safe to eat but we actually eat 
fewer than 200. 
 

The word ‘Nile’ means river, so the River Nile means River River. 
 

Shuttlecocks used in professional badminton are made using feathers from the left 
wing of a goose.  Feathers from the right wing make them spin the wrong way. 
 

The French have no word for ‘shrug’. 
 

London has more trees than any capital city in Europe. 
 

The distance travelled by your blood every day is the equivalent of half the world’s  
circumference. 
 

In the seven years that William Wordsworth was Poet Laureate, he didn’t write a single 
word of poetry. 

mailto:lynda.bass@btinternet.com
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CHURCH COFFEE  

MORNING 
 

CHURCH HALL 
 

Thursday 14th February 

 

10.00am to 12 noon 
 

ALL WELCOME 

 
 

TRANSPORT AVAILABLE IF REQUIRED 

PLEASE TELEPHONE 07502 320025 TO ARRANGE 

 

Coffee mornings are held on the 2nd Thursday of each 

month 

 

 

Next coffee mornings after this will 

be on 14th March 
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A Warden’s Tale 
 

So much fun was had as one should expect at Christmas time. All our services were 

suitably joyful and Noel’s dancing Christmas tree was, shall we say, ‘an interesting   

addition’. There is a lot to be said for sharing this special time with church family and 

we were also delighted to see new faces which we hope to see more often too. 
 

Heathwood School and our own St Leonard’s School held their Christmas celebrations 

in our church. All those cheeky and excited faces were a joy to see not to mention all 

their amazing Christmas jumpers. Mind you...I think my sparkly ‘Bah Hum Pug’ jumper 

was the best but the sheer variety of jumpers was quite something to see. I think that 

when the children come and fill our church with their excited chatter and wonderful 

singing it is an absolute joy. They were all a credit to their parents and their schools 

with their enthusiasm and admirable behaviour. Besides which.....they were all sooooo 

cute!! 
 

Little Fishes Playgroup enjoyed their Christmas party, which was very generously    

sponsored by the Axe and Compass.  Br Bede dressed up as Santa and did his usual ‘Ho 

Ho Ho’ thing and handed out presents. There were only one or two children over-

whelmed at the sight of him but I have no idea how the adults managed! 
 

We had an amazing Christmas tree from Leighton Buzzard Garden Centre again this 

year, which was green for the duration and hardly dropped a needle.  Jill Thomas     

always commits to presenting a tree at All Saints Christmas Tree Festival. This year the 

theme was the children’s book ‘The Night Before Christmas’.  Both Jill and Gini Potter 

did a fantastic job and then we made good use of all their hard work with decorating 

our own Christmas Tree to the same theme in the church porch.  Many thanks to both 

Jill and Gini for all their hard work. 
 

With Christmas now behind us we are looking forward to our next Seasonal Lunch on 

9th February. Three Locks Farm have very generously offered to donate their amazing 

sausages for the event. I will do my very best to ‘taste test’ them as we go along for 

‘gorgeousness’ as I did last time. Well...someone has to do it and I think it should be 

me! Mind you, I imagine Br Bede will have something to say about this but never mind. 
 

Val Cooper 

Churchwarden. 



22 

 



23 

 

THE SILVER LINE 
 

A helpline for older people 
 

0800 4 70 80 90 
 

“Like child abuse, loneliness carries a stigma, especially for an older   genera-
tion too proud to ask for help.  I hope by creating a helpline for older people 
The Silver Line will enable them to break through the stigma of loneliness, and 
thus save lives and comfort and protect older people in need.”  Esther Rantzen. 
 
The Silver Line is a free confidential helpline which provides; information and 
signposting to services, community and voluntary support across the country; a 
friendship service to combat loneliness; and a means of empowering those 
who may be suffering abuse. 
 
If you are feeling isolated or lonely, there is not only the helpline, but a tele-
phone befriending service, where you are matched to a trained    volunteer, 
who will phone on a weekly basis for friendship at a time  convenient to you.  
So if you feel that you would benefit from the       services of The Silver Line, 
please do not hesitate to call our 24/7 helpline on 0800 4 70 80 90. 
 
‘If you think it is for you, it is for you’. 

St Leonard’s Parish Prayer  
 
 

Living God, you have given us St Leonard 

as an example of one who extended himself  

to relieve the difficulties of others; 

 help us to know in our hearts the love you have for us all 

 so we may reach out in genuine empathy 

 to those in our community 

 who feel lonely, isolated, or overwhelmed by grief or loss. 

 Help us to grow together as a people  

united in concern for each other and love for you.  Amen 
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nicole.waldock@tesco.net 

01908 608304 

Facebook.com/on77yx 

ONYX - The dynamic six piece band for your 
special event, wedding reception,             
anniversary celebration, dinner dance or 
corporate function. 

Choose your favourite songs from our          
extensive playlist for those magical mo-
ments to make your special occasion simply 
the best. 

ONYX will ensure you and your guests dance 
all night to celebrated hits from the last five    
decades. 

 

 
 

St Leonard’s Visiting Team 
 

We are a small group who enjoy meeting people and 
having a chat (maybe over a cup of tea!). 
 

If you or anyone you know is housebound, or might 
enjoy some  company occasionally, please call Kelly on 
07502 320025 and she will put us in touch. 
 

We look forward to hearing from you. 
 

Anne Chapman 
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On or For Sun 
Coffee (after 11am 

service) 
Cleaning 

3rd February 
S Buttery &                

E Dickinson 
 

10th February A Palmer & L Page 
A Gomersall &  

J Thomas 

17th February A Chapman  

24th February S Darms R Young & S Darms 

3rd March J&T Mellodey  

10th March H&R Ramsbotham V Cooper 

17th March J Thomas & E Griffith  

24th March 
S Buttery &                

E Dickinson 
K Anwyl 

31st March A Palmer & L Page  
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CUPPA 
 

‘Fancy a cuppa?’.......or as we say in Manchester, ‘wanna brew?’ 

Well, not quite these days. 
 

‘One lump or two?’ has now, seemingly, been abandoned and replaced with ‘d’you 

take sugar?’ as we all succumb to the government advice to lose weight and eat 

healthily.  Even the milk has now been replaced with skimmed, semi-skimmed, or 

soya ( almond flavour or natural)! 

The good old days of a cup of tea every hour or so have, apart from workmen on 

the job, been replaced with a million versions of coffee....... 
 

But fear not, tea lovers! 
 

My daughter Jane, busily collecting multitudes of medals, cups and trophies from 

her prowess on the cycle, took time out to send me two packets of tea from her 

meticulously planned regime. As it states on the packet, these will make me ‘come 

alive.........’ 
 

Apparently, on imbibing the tea, there appears a dappled shade of a wild orchard 

with cinnamon branches swirling overhead. As ginger and spicy clove fill the air, 

camomile flowers and orange cushion your step.  Slowly, with every sip, the apples 

tumble softly to the ground.  Let your cares go. 
 

I remember, (vaguely), in the sixties, some other potion with similar effects but 

definitely not tea.... 

Anyway, there we are. A new way to continue the great British tradition of tea 

drinking.  Sip your cares away and enjoy! 
 

Derek Hardman. 

 

A woman telephoned her bank and spoke to the accountant who looked after her  
holdings.  “I want to make some changes,” she said. 
 

The accountant needed more details.  “Are you interested in conversion or                
redemption?” he asked. 
 

“Good heavens,” came the reply, “I must have got the wrong number.  I wanted the 
Bank of England, not the Church of England.” 
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Monday to Friday 

9am—12pm, 12pm-3pm or 9am—3pm 

An independent preschool offering places for children 

from 2 years old, providing a range of activities to 

support children’s learning through play 

Contact Margaret Smithers, Early Years Teacher  

Email: hbpreschool@aol.com 

Phone: 01525 237172 

THE HEATH BAND 

Would you like to learn a brass instrument? 
Do you already learn and would like to join a group? 

 

Then come and join  
 

  THE HEATH TRAINING BAND 
 

At the Heath Barn, Eastern Way, Heath and Reach on 
Wednesday evenings (term time only) 

 

Free tuition: 6.45 to 7.45pm - instruments available 
Band practice: 7.15 to 7.45pm 

 

For more information contact: info@heath-band.co.uk 

www.heath-band.co.uk   heath-band               @heath-band 
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Worship at St Leonard’s 
 
 

 

 

3rd Feb       Candlemas 

08.00am       Holy Communion (BCP) 

11.00am       Family Service 
 
 

5th Feb  

07.30pm       Holy Communion  
 

 

10th Feb     4th Sunday before Lent        

11.00am       Parish Communion (Order 1) 
 
 

12th Feb   

07.30pm        Holy Communion 
 
 

17th Feb      3rd Sunday before Lent 

08.00am        Holy Communion (Order1 traditional) 

11.00am        Parish Communion (Order 1) 
 
 

19th Feb  

7.30pm          Holy Communion 
 
 

24th Feb      2nd Sunday before Lent 

11.00am        Parish Communion (Order 1) 
 
 

26th Feb        

7.30pm           Holy Communion 
 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 


