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Team Rector: Vacant 

The Parish of St Leonard, Heath and Reach with                       
St Michael’s Eggington 
www.saintleonardschurch.com 

Team Vicar Revd. Noel McGeeney, The Vicarage, 2 Reach Lane,  
LU7 0AL,  015250237633 
saggart@yahoo.com 

Church Wardens 
 

Mr Richard Page 01525 373869 
 

Mr David Duckworth  07796 171829 
  
Secretary 
  
Treasurer 
  
 

Mrs Ann Gomersall, 173 Cotefield Drive, LU7 3DT, 01525 
376572 
Mrs Jill Thomas, 46 Redwood Glade, LU7 3JT, 
01525 374175 
 

Administrator and Church 
Hall Bookings 

 Mrs Vicki Worden, St Leonard’s Parish Office,  
St Leonard’s Church Hall, Leighton Road LU7 0AA.    
07502 320025     stleonardheath@gmail.com 

Office hours: 10.00-12.00 noon on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays  
                               
  

GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 
 

Choir 
  
  

SLAP 
  
Men’s Breakfast Group 
 
Holiday Club 
 
 
Magazine Editor 
 

Magazine AdverƟsing 

 

Sundays at 10.15am in Church, Contact: Jane Newman, 01525 
237421 
 

St Leonard’s Amateur Players, Contact: 
Mrs Nicole Waldock, 01908 608304 
 

Termly, Saturdays at 8.30am. Contact Neil Forsyth on 01525 
377047  
 

 Vera Paul 01525 375095/Rosemary Young 01525 237345 
 
 
Steve Waldock, 01908 608304 , stleonardsmag@gmail.com 
 

Contact Parish Office  07502 320025 

All copy to reach Editor by 15th of the month, please 
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 THE BOOKS OF THE LAW  

Ah, the Law. Nobody’s favourite topic! No-one likes having 
their freedom curtailed, and St Paul seems to suggest that the 
Law even brings sin and death! Which, if you’ve ever tried to 
read all the five Biblical books of the law, seems enƟrely possi‐
ble! If it doesn’t bring death, it certainly brings both blood and 
boredom; a  most unwelcome combinaƟon!  
 
Of course, when ChrisƟans talk of ‘the books of the Law’, we 

mean two related things. One is the first five books of the Bible, which are known in 
Hebrew as the Torah, and are considered by Jews to be the most holy part of Scripture. 
But ‘the Law’ itself is wider than just that, because it includes all the laws that God gave 
to His children to govern how they should live, both within and beyond the Bible. Also 
of course some of those five Biblical books contain history and narraƟve, not just legal 
rules. 
  
The first book – Genesis – is almost all history (or mythology, if you prefer), while Exo‐
dus and Numbers are about half and half, and LeviƟcus and Deuteronomy are virtually 
all ‘law’. But the history in these first five books (the story of what happened) also 
counts as part of the Law, because a lot of it from Exodus onwards is about Moses (who 
tradiƟonally wrote these first five books) and everything that God did and revealed 
through him.   
 
Now, the Law really is a gracious and loving giŌ of God, to help us hear and follow His 
call. But that isn’t how ChrisƟans think of it, because both ChrisƟans and Jews are so 
good at twisƟng what God gives us. We so easily turn His grace into our own cleverness 
and personal glory, making God’s giŌs into ways of judging each other. The Corinthians 
did it with Spiritual giŌs in the New Testament, and many Jewish Pharisees and Saddu‐
cees did it with the Law in Jesus’ day. But God gave His children the Law in the first 
place to help them live lives of holiness and thus make space for Him.  

Unfortunately, over Ɵme, as St Paul tesƟfies, the Law became a barrier. It became a 
way of turning grace (what God does for us) into ‘works’ (what we do for God). It be‐
came a way of imagining that we earn God’s favour by our own behaviour, rather than  
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because He loves us. This wasn’t what the Law was meant to do but, human nature 
being what it is, we turned a giŌ into a judgmental straitjacket that created barriers and  
restricƟons between God and most of His children.  
 
This is why Jesus spent so much Ɵme arguing with self-appointed guardians of the Law 
about the ways in which they were misrepresenƟng God. They didn’t like this very 
much, and it became one of the reasons why they were so keen to crucify Him! Men‐
Ɵon of Jesus reminds us that ChrisƟans believe that God has given us a greater giŌ than 
the Law; He has come Himself in Jesus, to embody and perfect the Law. But the Law 
itself is not therefore rendered useless or obsolete: it has simply been fulfilled or con‐
summated. It sƟll has worth and value. The Law is sƟll God’s reminder that the whole of 
our life, day and night, is holy and precious to Him, and that we should try every second 
of every day, to live lives of love and service.  
 
But it is also true that in a sense the Law is a vain effort: no maƩer how big it gets (and 
it is very big indeed – ‘the Law’ for Jews includes not just the five Biblical books, but 
also all the sixty or more volumes of commentary upon it called the Talmud), it can nev‐
er be all-encompassing. Human life is just too various to be enƟrely circumscribed in 
words. So instead ChrisƟans no longer have the Law as our chief guide: as St Paul in‐
sists, we live by and in the Spirit, by whom we are guided, rather than by the words of 
the Law. (This is true for many Jews as well: for them, the Law is a conƟnuing conversa‐
Ɵon between God and His children). 
 
But we are all sƟll prone to sin. And the problem with inspiraƟon (being guided by the 
Spirit) is that because we are sƟll selfish sinners, we are very prone to distorƟng the 
Spirit, just as much as we twist the Law. ‘God told me to do it’ is not always a proper 
defence; oŌen we say in reply, ‘Oh no He didn’t’. This means that we sƟll need law to 
govern how we live and behave towards each other, because we are not very good at 
listening to the Spirit, and we need law for when we disagree. If we had no law, then 
Bishops, Vicars, or Churchwardens could do whatever they liked: surely a nightmare 
scenario!  
 
Nowadays we see that the Law is not the end of God’s commandments, but only the 
beginning. Law must always evolve, but underneath it is the basic principle of the Spirit, 
which is summed up as well in the two Great Commandments that are called the Sum‐
mary of the Law (also called the Shema, meaning “Hear”): that we should love the Lord 
our God, and our neighbours as ourselves.   
 
Revd. Bernard 
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St Leonard’s Church Hall is 
available for hire! 

 
Birthday parties, wedding receptions, meetings and 

other special occasions 
 

Competitive hire rates, fully fitted kitchen and car parking 
 

To book, for more information or to check  
availability please go to saintleonardschurch.com,  

email stleonardheath@googlemail.com or call 07502 320 025. 
 
 

 

 
The Parish Registers 

 
 

 
 

Funerals 
 

5th January    Rosemary Forsyth 
20th January   Peter Guilford 
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Services: 
After-sales for PC, Mac & Linux 
IT support 
Wired and wireless network installations 
Internet & email assistance 
 

Troubleshooting: 
 Windows, Mac & Linux troubleshooting 
 Virus & Spyware removal 
 Fault diagnostics, repairs & upgrades  
 

Sales: 
Branded or custom PCs & Laptops 
Computer hardware & peripherals 
Software 
 

On-site visits - office hours or evenings by appointment 
 

  Computamation Services Ltd 
Est: 1999 with over 25years experience 

 

Contact: John Wallace on 01525 261381 or 07968 536068 
email: john@computamation.co.uk     web: www.computamation.co.uk 

9a Lower Way, Great Brickhill, Bucks. MK17 9AG 

 
 

 
 

All Saints 
Coffee Shop 

 

Open Tuesday, Friday and 
Saturday 

 
10:00am—3:30pm 

 
All Homemade Cakes and 
Freshly made Sandwiches 

 
All Saints Parish Church 

Leighton Buzzard 
LU7 1AE 
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The annual subscription to the magazine of £8 is now due. If you collect 
your magazine from church, please put your money in an envelope and 
hand it to a Church   Warden.  If your magazine is delivered, please hand 
the money to your distributor. 
 

If you are not a regular subscriber and would like to become one, please 
complete the details below and  return to the Parish Office, The Church 
Hall, Leighton Road, Heath & Reach LU7 0AA with the annual subscrip-
tion of £8.00 (cheques payable to St Leonard’s PCC) 
 
Name………………………………………………………. 
 
Address……………………………………………………. 
 

I would like to : 
 Collect the magazine from Church each month:    Yes/No 

or 
 Have magazine delivered:    Yes/No 
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Bible Wordsearch — Moses 
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THE CLOCK 
By Maura Kelly 

As another day begins to dawn 
A piercing sound I hear 

It is the clock beside my bed 
That screams at me so near 

And as I place my hand upon it 
To block its constant cry 

The noise is stopped at once – hooray! 
So I lay down and sigh 

But as I snuggle deep within 
The comfort of my bed 

The motion of the clock I hear 
‘Get up, you’re not yet dead’ 

Tick tock, tick tock 
The rhythm of the clock 

As the time of day is racing by 
I shout out loud ‘please stop’ 

But the clock it does not listen 
It covers up its ears 

So once again I raise my voice 
‘Be quiet, I’m sleeping here’ 

Then the clock becomes defiant 
As time is on its side 

And as its hands turn round and round 
I slide down the bed to hide 

But even in the darkness 
Trapped and all alone 

The calling of the clock surrounds me 
In the bedroom of my home 

And so we start to argue 
As it tries to get its way 

‘Get out of bed you lazy thing 
Get dressed and start your day’ 

This clock it does annoy me 
But what is it I can do? 

Then suddenly a thought pops up 
I’ll drop it down the loo! 

Then its petty voice can’t wake me 
In the early morning light 

And work will be a distant dream 
As I roll over and say ‘goodnight’! 
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KINGSWOOD FARM 
 

BOARDING KENNELS 
AND CATTERY 

 
BRICKHILL ROAD 

HEATH AND REACH 
 

Telephone: 01525 237 777 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proprietors: 
Anne & Bob Reeve 
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  On why rural church-goers like to freeze in church  
 
The Rectory 
St. James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren 

Winter certainly exposes the difference between those of you who live in ciƟes and us 
rural folk. While you bask in your centrally heated flat, and complain about the half an 
inch of slush outside, we country folk wear overcoats in our houses, open all doors and 
windows to let the heat in and baƩle through snow driŌs, measured in feet, to get the 
morning paper. 

Colonel Wainwright has acquired a new toy: a snow blower, of sufficient power that I 
believe it could clear the AntarcƟc. He kindly volunteered to clear the paths around the 
church. Working outwards from the church door, the path to the church soon became 
snow-free. Unfortunately, he only realised when his job was complete that the blown 
snow then formed a ten-foot driŌ under the lych gate.  

Miss Margison, ever helpful in the worst sense of the word, decided to unfreeze the 
pipes in the church hall. A blow torch was not the ideal soluƟon, although the resulƟng 
burst did make some rather aƩracƟve ice sculptures round the kitchen equipment. The 
village badminton team that uses the hall has now temporarily changed sport to ice 
hockey. 

Inevitably, congregaƟons have soared. There is nothing like adversity for making people 
want to prove they have the moral fibre to overcome it. Much saƟsfacƟon seems to be 
obtained on discovering who has not dared venture out, which is taken as judgement 
on their strength of character. The PrenƟces upstaged most people by arriving on a 
sleigh. Mr PrenƟce was warmly wrapped in a travelling rug, while his wife pulled it. As 
they both explained, they couldn’t possibly let the pony work in such condiƟons. 

What I momentarily thought was applause during my sermon was merely people keep‐
ing their hands warm and the hymns were drowned out by the stamping of feet. Our 
organist complained that the cold made his fingers so numb that he couldn’t play 
properly – although I didn’t noƟce that things were much different from normal.  

No, my dear nephew, a few flakes of wet snow may close your car park for health and 
safety reasons, but we shall conƟnue to triumph heroically over adversity. We return 
home aŌer Maƫns, knowing we have proved our ChrisƟan commitment in being uƩer‐
ly uncomfortable. 
 
Your loving uncle 

Eustace 
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St Michael’s Eggington 
 

by 
 

Harry Sear 

The editorial instrucƟon  for contribuƟons  to this column was "History all around us, 
shaping the worshipping community in Ouzel valley".  These are the thoughts of Harry 
Sear.  Long Ɵme villager and occasional member of the congregaƟon. 
History is not a staƟc thing, it is the record of an ever changing  scene.  History  is made 
by each and everyone every second. So the Worshipping Community of the Ouzel Val‐
ley conƟnually has the power to shape itself.  When I was a boy, Eggington had a Con‐
gregaƟonal Chapel, a Methodist Chapel, and of course St Michaels.  All three denomi‐
naƟons had reasonable but slowly declining congregaƟons, each keeping itself to itself.  
So even in such a small community people worshipping the same God and believing in 
the same ChrisƟan Principals stayed apart because of the man made dogma of orga‐
nized religion.  I cannot think that Jesus would have been impressed. But that was the 
history that they created which ended in their demise.  
St Michaels, possibly by virtue of it having the majority of followers and the backing of 
a much richer C of E behind it alone remains as the Spiritual Focus. But St Michaels 
today struggles to get posteriors onto pews and only with the efforts of a dedicated 
few struggles to survive. Social history is moving on. People do not feel the need for 
regular worship and have new  pasƟmes more enƟcing than Sunday worship. This evo‐
luƟon of social history cannot be turned back and to thrive the Worshipping Communi‐
ty has to catch the new wind and sail forward and make new history.  People sƟll feel 
the need for a Spiritual Focus to be there  if they need it.  People  in these confusing 
and uncertain Ɵmes are showing an increasing need to experience a regular feeling of 
community , to get together and not feel alone.  There must  of course be Ɵme allowed 
for the tradiƟonalist believers to worship.  But like it or not the Church must realize the  
people of today do not, in the main, want the liturgy bound Church of the past. They 
want joy, posiƟvity, music ,energy , levity, brevity, prayer more relevant to today, nour‐
ishment for the spirit, Ɵme to take stock, guidance and encouragement as to how we 
can together go  forward to help others and make a difference. Cake and coffee also 
help. I always imagine this was the scene of  Jesus preaching to the thousands in Gali‐
lee, followed by loaves and fishes. Jesus' overriding message was for LOVE, FOR‐
GIVENESS AND PEACE.  He seems very distant at the moment.  
 
QUIZ NIGHT in Eggington Village Hall, 7:00pm, Saturday 2nd March. Tickets £8 from 
Angela Dyer 210240. 
 
SMILE coffee mornings are in the church at 11:00am on the first Wednesday in the 
month. All are welcome to call in and have a chat with a hot drink and a biscuit. 
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MOT TesƟng • Servicing • Car Repairs  

We are pleased to announce our well established family run motor mechanic business 
(Est 1976) in Luton is now serving Heath & Reach and surrounding areas.  This has 
been made possible by the recent introducƟon of a FREE car collecƟon service for resi‐
dents of Heath & Reach village.   
 

We invite you to join our loyal long-standing customer base. All of our services are pro‐
vided with honesty and integrity at very compeƟƟve prices.  
 

Call us now on 01582 725917 asking for Roddy or Fiona to find out more about our 
business, services, current offers or to arrange a booking. 
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‘Lenten ValenƟnes’ 
 
This month both Ash Wednesday and ValenƟne’s Day fall on the same day! The link 
between the two can be summed up in terms of the nature of real love! Lent, beginning 
on Ash Wednesday, focuses on learning to love God more, as we give Him space in our 
lives. This is what Jesus found when He was led into the desert by the Spirit to be 
tempted by Satan. (Luke 4:1-13). 
 
Jesus was tempted to turn stones into bread. Yet loving God and His word comes be‐
fore saƟsfying physical desires. 
 
Satan tempted Jesus to worship him. However, worshipping God is an expression of 
loving God and serving Him.   
 
Finally, He was tempted to put God to the test, by jumping off the Temple. Real love for 
God does not put Him to the test, but wants to obey Him. 
 
Lent also teaches us how to live out the love of God in pracƟcal ways, as we follow Je‐
sus in the in the way of the Cross. We see this clearly demonstrated in the life and 
death of Saint ValenƟne. 
 
ValenƟne was a ChrisƟan who demonstrated the importance of sharing God’s love with 
others. We know liƩle about him, except that he was a priest who lived in the 3rd Cen‐
tury AD and that he was martyred on 14th February. Emperor Claudius felt that soldiers 
in the Roman Army were distracted from their duty by their wives, and so had aƩempt‐
ed to outlaw marriage. It is believed that ValenƟne married couples in secret, which is 
why today we celebrate our love for one another on his day. 
 
In trying to understand the meaning of her revelaƟons from God, Julian of Norwich 
found: 
‘What, do you wish to know your Lord’s meaning in this thing? Know it well, love was 
His meaning.’  
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Romance, love, marriage and all that stuff – the way children see it….  
 
What is the right age to get married?  
No age is good to get married at. You got to be a fool to get married. – Freddie, age 6  
 
How can a stranger tell if two people are married?  

You might have to guess, based on whether they seem to be yelling at the same kids. 
– Derrick, age 8 

What do you think your mum and dad have in common? 

Both don’t want any more kids. – Lori, age 8 

When is it okay to kiss someone? 

When they’re rich. – Pam, age 7 
The law says you have to be eighteen, so I wouldn’t want to mess with that. – Curt, age 
7 

Holy Days—1st February – Seiriol, saint of Puffin Island, Anglesey 
 
You can find traces of old saints in most corners of the BriƟsh Isles, but Seiriol is one of 
the only two saints connected to Anglesey, and certainly the ONLY saint connected to 
Puffin Island.  
 
It was back in the 6th century that this gentle abbot first seƩled in Penmon, and built a 
liƩle church. His ruined beehive cell sƟll survives there today, as does the well from 
which he drew water, both for his own use, and also for bapƟsing local people.  
 
Like many other CelƟc saints, Seiriol would have travelled by sea. So he felt comfortable 
near the coast on Anglesey, on low-lying land. Although he lived as a simple hermit, 
Seiriol soon aƩracted followers, and eventually he decided to establish a small monas‐
tery. He chose to build it on nearby Ynys Seiriol, now called Puffin Island.  
 
That liƩle monastery on Puffin Island saw some scary acƟon in 632, when Edwin of 
Northumbria was chasing the Welsh king, Cadwallon, and ended up besieging him on 
the island. Cadwallon was finally conquered, and history moved on, but the monasƟc 
ruins of Seiriol’s liƩle monastery are sƟll there today. 
 
Seiriol seems to have been a purely local saint who never aƩracted a very great number 
of followers. The only known dedicaƟons to him are at Penmon and Puffin Island. But 
Seiriol’s life and work are sƟll a tesƟmony today. He is a gentle and encouraging re‐
minder of what an impact even a simple local ChrisƟan can achieve, by simply being 
faithful to Jesus Christ in the place where he is.  
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 A Warden’s Tale     
 

Christmas at St Leonard’s            
 
We have had a memorable Christmas period at St Leonards with the usual joyous 
events. A large congregaƟon aƩended the Toy Service on the 3rd December, we took 
the toys to the SalvaƟon Army who do a sterling job in distribuƟng them to children 
who would otherwise have nothing. Can you imagine a Christmas without even a 
Christmas cracker? The army members were surprised and really grateful for the large 
amount of toys generously given by you. Talking with members of the group has really 
opened my eyes to the disadvantaged people of our community and has made me 
grateful to have been blessed with what I have. 
 
On the 7th I played Santa to the children of LiƩle Fishes Play Group. A role that gives 
me great joy and a real privilege to be the Great St Nicholas if only for a short while. 
On the 10th ChrisƟngle candles and oranges were displayed as the congregaƟon cele‐
brated the future birth of our Saviour. 
 
On the 17th saw St Leonards come alive with the sound of our favourite Carols. The 
atmosphere was enhanced by candlelight all around. 
 
We held our Crib Service on the 24th in the aŌernoon. Local children were given the 
Holy figures to take to the Manger when prompted. Considering there was no pracƟce 
the ceremony went well although the three Kings ended up in the manger when they 
ought to be leŌ riding from the east. Baby Jesus was presented to the Crib by a de‐
lighƞul but nervous liƩle girl. I hope that she remembers this for years to come.  
 
Now Christmas is past and another year has begun, another birthday another wedding 
anniversary beckons. Possibly weddings and Christenings too. Who knows what 2024 
will bring all, these celebraƟons that meant so much when I was a young man seem to 
have mellowed as I have entered my twilight years. My 18th Birthday I remember 
well, Oh how I was going to become rich and famous, if only I should get a break. If 
only someone would give me a chance, I could release my potenƟal and become a 
legend that everyone looks up to, Mum and Dad would be so proud and my old teach‐
ers would say, “How did that happen?”.  We can dream though and by the age of 21 I 
guess I had accepted that my fate was in the hands of a greater power and I just had 
to make the best of what was offered to me. I had a job that paid my way and later 
fate arranged that I should be enjoying an evening partying at the Bossard Hall on the 
same evening as my future wife. I had accepted an invitaƟon by my friends Phil and 
Wendy to the Football Club Annual Disco. They had also invited another of their 
friends, a preƩy young lady by the name of Linda. As a young man with his mind on 
romance I moved in close to this lovely young lady and Linda shuffled further away to 
the end of the bench. Not a good start to a relaƟonship that has lasted almost fiŌy  
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years and as they say, the rest is history. 
 
I am now approaching my 79th Birthday and it has taken that long to realise I now have 
something that is greater than fame and fortune, it’s called contentment. I have no 
idea what the future holds for me now and I honestly don’t worry about it. Life has 
been good to me and I have overcome some really dark moments but never have I  
doubted the love of God. If you had asked me why I believed in God I couldn’t have 
told you, I sƟll can’t, but since becoming  a part of the Church I now feel I understand 
how God works. Oh how I had this wisdom when friends argued, “How can there be a 
God when there is so much trouble in the world? How can there be a God when we 
have so many natural disasters that cause untold misery for thousands? There is no 
answer to that, but understanding why we have been given the opportunity to won‐
der at Gods creaƟon and to treat it with respect in all its forms goes a long way in un‐
derstanding the meaning of life. 
 
I feel if we should play our part in caring for each other and Gods creaƟon it will go a 
long way in creaƟng a legacy that our children will inherit as they in turn will have the 
same responsibility to their children. 
 
God bless you all and thank you for reading my ramblings. 
 
Warden Richard  

Quotes of the Month, With Lent in mind… 
Great eagles fly alone; great lions hunt alone; great souls walk alone – alone with 
God.  - Leonard Ravenhill 

No man ever said, at the end of his days, ‘I have read my Bible too much, I have 
thought of God too much, I have prayed too much, I have been too careful with my 
soul.’ -  J C Ryle 

Nature forms us; sin deforms us; school informs us; Christ transforms us. - Anon 

It costs to follow Jesus Christ, but it costs more not to. - Anon 

Happy moments, praise God. Difficult moments, seek God. Quiet moments, worship 
God. Painful moments, trust God. Every moment, thank God. - Anon 

God denies a Christian nothing but with a design to give him something better. - Rich-
ard Cecil 

If God brings you to it, He will bring you through it. - Anon 

The heart of man is like a creeping plant, which withers unless it has something 
around which it can entwine. - Charles James Apperley  
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THE SILVER LINE 
 

A helpline for older people 
 

0800 4 70 80 90 
 

“Like child abuse, loneliness carries a sƟgma, especially for an older   genera‐
Ɵon too proud to ask for help.  I hope by creaƟng a helpline for older people 
The Silver Line will enable them to break through the sƟgma of loneliness, and 
thus save lives and comfort and protect older people in need.”  Esther Rantzen. 
 
The Silver Line is a free confidenƟal helpline which provides; informaƟon and 
signposƟng to services, community and voluntary support across the country; a 
friendship service to combat loneliness; and a means of empowering those 
who may be suffering abuse. 
 
If you are feeling isolated or lonely, there is not only the helpline, but a tele‐
phone befriending service, where you are matched to a trained    volunteer, 
who will phone on a weekly basis for friendship at a Ɵme  convenient to you.  
So if you feel that you would benefit from the services of The Silver Line, please 
do not hesitate to call our 24/7 helpline on 0800 4 70 80 90. 
 

St Leonard’s Parish Prayer  
 
 

Living God, you have given us St Leonard 
as an example of one who extended himself  

to relieve the difficulties of others; 
 help us to know in our hearts the love you have for us all 

 so we may reach out in genuine empathy 
 to those in our community 

 who feel lonely, grow together as a people  
united in concern for each other and love for you.  Amen 
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SupporƟng those in need on Church AcƟon on Poverty Sunday  

This year Church AcƟon on Poverty Sunday is on 11th February, when ChrisƟans around 
the country are urged to remember those in real need.  

Perhaps one of the most serious impacts of poverty is the dire state of homelessness. 
The numbers are staggering. More than 300,000 people are homeless in the UK; 119 
families in England are made homeless every single day; and 140,000 children are cur‐
rently without a home. The figures are the highest on record.  

When you picture a homeless person, he or she will probably be a rough sleeper; but 
rough sleeping is only one manifestaƟon of homelessness, and not the most frequent 
one.  

Homelessness ranges from living on the streets, to living in emergency accommoda‐
Ɵon, in women’s shelters, and in other temporary accommodaƟon.  

Homelessness is not always a visible problem. But the cost-of-living crisis, record rents 
hikes, stretched local services and withdrawal of emergency Covid measures have led 
to more people falling into desperate posiƟons than ever before this past year.  

 Green Pastures is one organisaƟon who is working to enable ChrisƟans to make a 
difference. It has been housing the homeless for 25 years,  and it exists to help Chris‐
Ɵans do their bit to tackle the growing homelessness crisis.  

Green Pastures has grown to now house more than 1500 formerly homeless people 
across the UK, in more than 100 towns and ciƟes. To fund property purchases, Green 
Pastures has raised more than £47 million in funding, through everyday people who 
lend them some of their savings and receive interest in return. This model enables the 
organisaƟon to buy property and work in partnership with local ministries to directly 
impact the lives of people in need. 

God’s army 

Dewey was in front of me coming out of church one day, and the minister was standing 
at the door, as he always is, to shake hands.  Suddenly he grabbed Dewey by the hand 
and pulled him aside.  The minister said sternly, “Dewey, you need to join the Army of 
the Lord!” 

Dewey replied, “I’m already in the Army of the Lord, Pastor.” 

The minister retorted: “Then how come I don’t see you except at Christmas and East‐
er?” 

Dewey replied in a whisper: “Well, I’m in the secret service.” 
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For more information on any of these events,  
phone 01525 377047 

Thursday 8th February 
 

COFFEE MORNING 
 

St LeonardÕs Church Hall 
 

10.00am to 12.00noon 

Wednesday 7th February 
 

COFFEE MORNING 
 

St MichaelÕs Eggington at 11.00am 

Saturday 10th February 2024 
 

MENÕS BREAKFAST 
 

St LeonardÕs Church Hall 
 

8:30am 

Saturday 17th February 2024 
 

AN EVENING OF MUSIC AND LAUGHTER 
 

St LeonardÕs Church Hall at 7.30pm 

Saturday 2nd March 2024 
Quiz Night 

 

Eggington Village Hall at 7.00pm 
Tickets £8 - 01525 210240 
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The Very First ValenƟne Card – a legend 

The Roman Emperor Claudius II needed soldiers. He suspected that marriage made 
men want to stay at home with their wives, instead of fighƟng wars, so he outlawed 
marriage. 

A kind-hearted young priest named ValenƟne felt sorry for all the couples who want‐
ed to marry, but who couldn’t. So secretly he married as many couples as he could – 
unƟl the Emperor found out and condemned him to death. While he was in prison 
awaiƟng execuƟon, ValenƟne showed love and compassion to everyone around him, 
including his jailer. The jailer had a young daughter who was blind, but through Val‐
enƟne’s prayers, she was healed. Just before his death in Rome on 14th February, he 
wrote her a farewell message signed ‘From your ValenƟne.’ 

So, the very first ValenƟne card was not between lovers, but between a priest about 
to die, and a liƩle girl, healed through his prayers. 
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ingo! 
Not to be confused with the excruciaƟng advert around The Chase!! 

 
‘INGO’ must be the 4 most used and abused combinaƟon of leƩers in the English 
language. I won’t go into the ‘BINGO’ aspect as if you, like me, cringe every Ɵme the 
above said advert comes on – wonder how much they had to bribe The Chasers to 
take part?  What happened to good old housey-housey! 
 
DINGO – the Australian wild dog. The name Dingo comes from the naƟve Dharug 
language used by the indigenous peoples around the Sydney area…. With the female 
equivalent being ‘TINGO’ meaning bitch!  
 
JINGO is next on the list – not a parƟcularly new word and has changed meanings in 
the past but now associated with loud patrioƟsm.  There is also a theory about it be‐
ing a medieval Basque word Jainko, being the Basque word for God. We Scots also 
could have a claim to it by our words ‘Jings’ or ‘by Jings’.  
 
And of course, the late lamented Terry PratcheƩ had words for it: JINGO : 
DISCWORLD GOES TO WAR. As two armies march, Commander Vimes of Ankh-
Morpork City Watch faces unpleasant foes who are out to get him . . . and that's just 
the people on his side. The enemy might be even worse! 
 
KLINGO(n) – no, I am not going where no man has gone before !!! 
 
LINGO could very well come from the old LaƟn Lingua – as in Lingua Franca. This is a 
language used for communicaƟon between people do not share a naƟve language 
but have need of communicaƟon – originally developed for trading purposes. I oŌen 
feel like that when listening to kids’ communicaƟon nowadays. 
 
PINGO – OK, so who immediately thought of the liƩle penguin character Pingu?? 
However there is another PINGO  - a rare type of pond created at the end of the last 
ice age. As the glaciers retreated areas of hard packed ice were leŌ and with ‘global 
warming’ over the centuries and as the ice melted, we got PINGO ponds. 
 
RINGO – for those of us of a certain age – needs no explanaƟon! 
 
WINCO – Redolent of ‘Cats Eyes Carrington’ and Dam Busters – had to be included 
for that reason alone! (yes, I know !) 
 
As always random but hopefully it’ll raise a smile or wake up the ‘leetle gray cells’ as 
Poirot would say. 
 
Carol WyaƩ 
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Worship at St Leonard’s and St Michael’s 
 

All 11.00am services at St Leonard’s will also be broadcast via “Zoom”  
 

Check  Church website for late changes 
 

St Leonard’s 
 

4th Feb  2nd Sunday before Lent 
08.00am  Holy Communion (Order 1 tradiƟonal) 
11.00am  Family Service 
 
6th Feb   
07.00pm  Holy Communion 
 
11th Feb  Last Sunday before Lent  
11.00am  Parish Communion (Order 1)   
 
13th Feb 
07.00pm  Holy Communion  
  
14th Feb  Ash Wednesday 
07.00pm  Holy Communion  
 
18th Feb  1st Sunday of Lent 
08.00am  Holy Communion (Order 1 tradiƟonal) 
11.00am  Parish Communion (Order 1) 
 
20th Feb   
07.00pm  Holy Communion 
 
25th Feb  2nd Sunday in Lent 
11.00am  Parish Communion (Order 1) 
 
27th Feb   
07.00pm  Holy Communion   

 
St Michael’s 

 

4th Feb  2nd Sunday before Lent 
09.30am  Parish Communion  
 
18th Feb  1st Sunday of Lent 
09.30am  Parish Communion 


