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Team Rector: Revd. Cate Irvine 

The Parish of St Leonard, Heath and Reach 

www.saintleonardschurch.com 

 

Team Vicar Revd. Noel McGeeney, The Vicarage, 2 Reach Lane,  

LU7 0AL,  01525 237633 

saggart@yahoo.com 

Church Wardens Br Bede Falconer CoS, 46 Chiltern Gardens, LU7 3BL 

07925 364480 

Val Cooper,  07745 364748 

  

Secretary 
  
Treasurer 
  
Freewill Offerings 

Mrs Ann Gomersall, 173 Cotefield Drive, LU7 3DT, 

01525 376572 
Mrs Jill Thomas, 46 Redwood Glade, LU7 3JT, 
01525 374175 
Mr Tony Mellodey, 12 Holts Green, Great Brickhill, 

MK17 9AJ,   01525 261552 / 07771 686005 

Administrator and Church 

Hall Bookings 

Mrs Corinna Washbrook, St Leonard’s Parish Office,  

St Leonard’s Church Hall, Leighton Road LU7 0AA.    

07502 320025     stleonardheath@gmail.com 

Office hours: 10.30am—12.30pm Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 

                               

    
GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 

Little Fishes 
  
 

Choir 
  
  
SLAP 
  
Men’s Breakfast Group 
 

Magazine Editor 

 
 

Magazine Advertising 

Mums & Toddlers, Monday 1.30 pm in the hall 
Contact: Parish Office 
 

Sundays at 10.15am in Church, Contact: Jane Newman, 

01525 237421 
 

St Leonard’s Amateur Players, Contact: 
Mrs Nicole Waldock, 01908 608304 
 

Termly, Saturdays at 8.30am. Contact Neil Forsyth on 

01525 377047  
 

Neil Forsyth, 01525 377047 , stleonardsmag@gmail.com 

 

Contact Parish Office  07502 320025 

All copy to reach Editor by 15th of the month, please 
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A sacrament is something of which God has said “I 
will always be there”. It is a moment when the  
curtain of reality is twitched away and we see God 
working behind or underneath, reconciling all 
things to Himself. In those things He has given us, 
He will always be there. He is always there in    
baptism and communion: He answers our prayer 
with His presence whether we see it or not.  

When we discern a vocation in a person, we see it as a call to be the   
person we were meant to be, living and being in a particular role or   
context. All of us are called to the Christian life in baptism, living in the 
world, while struggling also to live the Kingdom. In ordination, some are 
called out from the world, to live the life of the Kingdom with fewer    
distractions. They are called to embody the Kingdom that we all embody, 
and to enact the rights, responsibilities and privileges that we all inherit 
together, on behalf of us all, and for our benefit.  
Thus the ordained are in some sense set apart and lifted up, so that   

everything can be seen, and so that God’s work in them is visible. They 

(we) are called to a purity and integrity of focus on Him in everything: we 

get a stipend (if we are lucky) so that we do not have to work for the 

world. In return, we are called to be transparent to God (“My soul doth 

magnify the Lord”). It is not about tasks to be performed, but that Christ 

should be formed in us. Do not mistake this for perfection, however (as if 

you would). Christ is visible as much in our wounds as in our successes, 

perhaps more so. Christ being formed in us is a process of loss and       

humiliation, where sin is exposed and stripped away.  

The ordained are as prone to sin as anyone else;  their calling is merely 
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New Beginnings Bereavement Support Cafe 2019 
 

Offering friendship, support and understanding 

 

Come and join us for a tea/coffee and a chat 2.30 –4.00pm 

 

 

7th July 

4th August 

1st September 

6th October—Harvest Lunch at 12.30pm 

3rd November 

1st December 

 

The Spire Coffee Shop, All Saints Church, Church Square, Leighton Buzzard 

 

For more information telephone 01525 381418 

that we should see that sin more clearly, and see it being changed 
through grace, as should be happening in all of us. The ordained are, as it 
were, the sinews of the Body, a way in which God’s Body and Bride is 
kept faithful. They are one way, entwined with the Scriptures we study, 
and the sacraments we enjoy and celebrate, and the creeds we recite 
and teach. 
 Personally, I have always had P G Wodehouse’s Jeeves at the back of my 

mind, definitely a servant, but one whose vocation includes the           

portentous phrase “it is not usual, sir”, uttered in authoritative rebuke. 

Bishops in particular do have the authority and the vocation to remind 

their part of the whole community that being a Christian is being part of 

a Family, not simply doing what one wills. Salvation comes through     

togetherness and being formed together into one body, not each         

separately.  

Father Bernard 
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The Parish Registers 

 
 
 

 

 

Confirmations 
 

9th June     Kim Anwyl 
9th June    Kimberley White 

 
 

Interment of ashes 
 

6th June   Brian Charles George Lee 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

St Leonard’s Church Hall is available for hire! 

Birthday parties, wedding receptions, meetings and other      

special occasions 

 
Competitive hire rates, fully fitted kitchen and car parking 

 

To book, for more information or to check  

availability please go to saintleonardschurch.com, email      

stleonardheath@googlemail.com or call 07502 320 025. 
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Services: 

After-sales for PC, Mac & Linux 

IT support 

Wired and wireless network installations 

Internet & email assistance 
 

Troubleshooting: 

 Windows, Mac & Linux troubleshooting 

 Virus & Spyware removal 

 Fault diagnostics, repairs & upgrades  
 

Sales: 

Branded or custom PCs & Laptops 

Computer hardware & peripherals 

Software 
 

On-site visits - office hours or evenings by appointment 
 

  Computamation Services Ltd 
Est: 1999 with over 25years experience 

 

Contact: John Wallace on 01525 261381 or 07968 536068 

email: john@computamation.co.uk     web: www.computamation.co.uk 
9a Lower Way, Great Brickhill, Bucks. MK17 9AG 
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A Warden’s Tale 
 

We have enjoyed a very sociable time of late. I was right about the May Fayre, 
it was a great success. I particularly loved the ‘Teddy Tower of Terror’ as did so 
many of you. Altogether a great day, lots of dogs for the Fun Dog Show and our 
stalls and entertainments were well received. The children of St Leonard’s 
school came and danced for us and the Heath Band played some great pieces 
which everyone enjoyed. It was amazing to watch the ‘seasoned professionals’ 
of the Social Committee putting it all together and then taking it all down at the 
end of the day. It is a well oiled machine I can tell you. 
 

It was a bit like that with the Seasonal Lunch on 1st June too. Everyone has a 
job to do and it all gets done without any stress or fuss. We were very pleased 
that Tesco Leighton Buzzard donated a lot of the food to us as part of their 
Community Support Initiative. The entertainment went down a treat as did 
most of the food and as always we were supported by local businesses. 
 

On the 9th June we all gathered at the Church of the Good Shepherd on the 
Sandhills estate for the annual confirmation service, where two of our  congre-
gation, Kim Anwyl and Kim White were confirmed.  It was a joyous  occasion, 
blessed by good weather (unusual in this wet June) and with a lively congrega-
tion to witness a number of people confirming their baptismal vows  
 

On an unhappy note we said a very sad goodbye to Pat Dancer who died in May 
aged 91. Pat was a great character from the village and her stories about village 
life and her time as a farmer’s wife at Spinney Farm are legendary. Her humour 
and sense of fun made her great company as you could always come away hav-
ing had a good laugh and Pat could make me laugh until I would choke, some-
thing she found amusing I have to say! We all came together with her family 
and gave her a ‘good send off’, one which she herself would have enjoyed. We 
will all miss her very much.  
 

There are projects underway and jobs still to be done. The life of a Church  
Warden is never boring or dull and the best bit is that you are part of a great 
big family team of people who are committed to their faith and firmly believe 
that WE are the Church. We are also committed to Heath & Reach’s church 
building so the ‘well oiled machine’ of St Leonard’s is in no fear of breaking 
down anytime soon.... 
 

Val Cooper 
Churchwarden 



8 

 

KINGSWOOD FARM 
 

BOARDING KENNELS 

AND CATTERY 
 

BRICKHILL ROAD 
HEATH AND REACH 

 
Telephone: 01525 237 777 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Proprietors: 
Anne & Bob Reeve 

 

STOKES CHIMNEYS AND 

GARDENS 
 

Qualified lady chimney sweep 

All types of stoves and chimneys 
carefully swept. 

Birds’ nests cleared 
Member of the Institute of        

Chimney Sweeps  
Garden maintenance service. 
Grass cutting, weeding, leaf      

clearing, pruning and planting etc. 
RHS qualification  

Friendly local service.  
Public liability insurance and DBS 

checked. 
Call Sue Stokes on 01 525 850622 
stokeschimneysandgardens@gmail.com 
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Confirmation service on 9th June 
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  St Leonard’s Church 

                 Heath and Reach                                         

               
 

 

St Leonard’s Holiday Club 
 

Visit to the Pot Bellied Pig Sanctuary  

Newton Longville 
 

Then lunch in St Leonard’s Church Hall  
Please bring a packed lunch for children,  

cold drinks provided 

               

Thursday 25th July  

10-12noon  
 

Activities for 3-11 year olds  
with accompanying adult 

 

 

COME AND ENJOY THE FUN 
 

Booking Essential – phone: 
Rosemary Young 01525 237345, 

or Vera Paul 01525 375095 
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Summer 
 

Ah, summer, when at last the air is warm, the sun shines from the   heavens, and all is 

well with the world. 
 

It is the time apparently, for men to treat everyone to the beauty of the bare, male leg. 

Out come the shorts, the socks (black) and trainers, the varicose veins, and the tangles 

of leg hairs hidden for months. 
 

Postmen’s legs can now be seen in all their glory on a daily basis, and old men throw 

caution to the wind and reveal their bent, bruised, and twisted undercarriage which 

has, more or less, supported them thus far through life. 
 

Alas, I cannot be counted on to join this merry band, not being, l admit, in possession of 

legs that could be said to add anything of interest to the public at large. Quite the     

reverse I must say, in that on the rare occasions of my baring of legs women have 

fainted at the sight. This is not to say ´swooned’; definitely ‘fainted’........ 
 

Also, I still remember the occasion when a chap, unknown to me, in broad daylight, 

offered me a couple of ‘quid’ to put my long trousers on again! Apparently I was      

upsetting his dog...... 
 

Roll on winter then say I, so that my long trousered, slim, lily white legs, can bask safely 

in the shade, happy in the knowledge that this is where they naturally belong. 

 

Derek Hardman 
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 St Helier – losing a loved one to violence 

 
Take the book of Samuel in the Bible, add a bit of Luke Skywalker father/
son conflict from Star Wars, stir in a dash of Pirates of the Caribbean, 
and you sort of have the story of St Helier – the first saint and martyr of 
Jersey. 
 

According to the legend, it all began in 6th century Tongeren (now in   
Belgium). A pagan couple badly wanted a child, but the wife was barren.  
In desperation they sought the help of a local Christian, Cunibert.  He 
advised them to pray to the Christian God, and to promise that any child 
born would be ‘given back’ to God.  So they did, and then the wife fell 
pregnant and gave birth to a son, Helier. 

The parents were delighted – at first.  But as the baby grew into a boy, it 
became clear that Helier was different from other children – he was pre-
cociously intelligent and could perform miracles.  Helier’s father found 
this unsettling and grew jealous of Cunibert’s influence over his son.   
Finally he plotted to have Cunibert murdered.In horror at such treach-
ery, Helier fled. He wandered far, eventually reaching a monastic com-
munity in Normandy, run by Saint Marculf.  Here he settled, seeking a 
life of contemplation, but it was not to be.  Marculf had received pleas 
for help from the very few residents of an island called Gersut, or Agna 
(now called Jersey).  They, too, had had  bitter experience of violent men 
who killed their loved ones without warning:  the Vikings and Saxons and 
Vandals had each visited the island in turn.  Now they sought some com-
fort from the Christians: would someone bring them the Gospel? They 
had no one to shepherd them. 

Marculf could not ignore such a plea, and so he sent Helier and a       
companion, Romard, to Jersey.  The two monks found a small  commu-
nity of fishermen on the sand dunes where the modern town of St Helier 
would later grow.  Helier chose to settle on a tidal islet, nowadays known 
as the Hermitage Rock.  Romard, it was agreed, would act as the ‘go be-
tween’ between Helier in his hermitage and the fishing village. 
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Helier had chosen a remote spot for the peace and quiet it would give 
him as he approached God.  But one day he discovered that his tidal islet 
had another great advantage as well.  While looking out to sea and pray-
ing, he suddenly saw the sails of attacking pirates, stealthily approaching 
the island in boats. 
 

Frantically, Helier signalled the shore of danger coming, and the fisher-
men and their families scattered into the surrounding marshes, beyond 
the reach of the bloodthirsty, lustful pirates.  This happened time and 
again, and became so well known in island history that even today, small 
dark clouds on the horizon are still known as les vailes dé St. Hélyi (the 
sails of St Helier).   As if that were not enough, Helier’s prayers and the 
sign of the cross on another occasion stirred up such a storm that a raid-
ing party was driven clear off the island. 
 

One day the pirates finally caught up with Helier on his tidal islet.  They 
beheaded him.  Helier was deeply mourned, and has always been re-
vered in Jersey for having brought Christianity to the island. 

When his head and body were sent back to France, a healing spring is 
reputed to have sprung up on the place where the boat came ashore, 
and so Helier is better known there as a healing saint.  The traditional 
year of his martyrdom is 555AD. His feast day is still marked in Jersey by 
an annual municipal and ecumenical pilgrimage to the Hermitage, on 
16th July.                                                          (Courtesy of Parish Pump)    

What is a martyr? 
 

In the original meaning of the word, a martyr was anyone who wit-
nessed to his/her faith but, as the early Christians began to be perse-
cuted, it quickly became a reference to someone whose life is taken by 
others as retribution for being a believer.  In that sense, despite their 
claims, modern ‘suicide bombers’ are not martyrs at all. 



14 

 

For all your painting 
and decorating  
needs … 
 

 J.M.Wyatt 
 

 Painter and Decorator 
 

  

4 St Leonard’s Close 

Leighton Buzzard 

Beds 

LU7 3DF 
 

  

Tel. (01525) 379520 
 

Call for free quotation and 

 

 The most competitive prices in  

the area 

Tel: 01525 237687 
 

 Mrs Emma Smith 
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For more information on any of these events,  

phone 01525 377047 

Thursday 11th July 

COFFEE MORNING 
in the Church Hall 

10am-12.00noon 

 

 

Saturday 14th September 

JUMBLE SALE 
At the Church Hall 

11am-1pm 

Sunday 13th October 

HARVEST BRING AND SHARE LUNCH 

in the Church Hall at 1pm 

Saturday 23rd November 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
in the Church Hall at 1pm 
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Wordsearch - St Swithun  
 

St. Swithun is the saint you can blame for rainy summers. It is said that if 
it rains on his special day, 15th July, it will then rain for 40 days after that. 
Swithun was Bishop of Winchester in the 9th century, and famous for his 
charitable gifts and for building churches. When he was dying in 862, he 
asked to be buried in the cemetery of the Old Minster, just outside the 
west door. But on 15th July 971 Swithun was dug up and moved into the 
cathedral itself. That same day many people claimed miraculous cures, 
but the heavens opened.  The unusually heavy rain that day, and for days 
following, was attributed to the power of St. Swithun. Swithun was 
moved again in 1093, into the new Winchester cathedral.   
 

Swithun 
saint 
blame 
rainy 
summers 
 
forty 
Bishop 
Winchester 
famous 
charitable 
 
building 
churches 
dying 
buried 
cemetary 
 
dug 
moved 
cathedral 
rain 
miraculous 
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A very big thank you...... 
 

To everyone who helped and supported the Cream Tea on Sunday 30th 
June. 
An especial thank you to everyone who baked cakes, scones,  and       
provided cream and jam for the tea and made the afternoon such a    
success.  We are very grateful for all you do for us. 



18 

 

 

CHURCH COFFEE  

MORNING 
 

CHURCH HALL 
 

Thursday 11th July 

 

10.00am to 12 noon 
 

ALL WELCOME 

 
 

TRANSPORT AVAILABLE IF REQUIRED 

PLEASE TELEPHONE 07502 320025 TO ARRANGE 

 

Coffee mornings are held on the 2nd Thursday of each 

month 

 

 

Next coffee morning after this will be 

on 8th August 
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THE SILVER LINE 
 

A helpline for older people 
 

0800 4 70 80 90 
 

“Like child abuse, loneliness carries a stigma, especially for an older   genera-
tion too proud to ask for help.  I hope by creating a helpline for older people 
The Silver Line will enable them to break through the stigma of loneliness, and 
thus save lives and comfort and protect older people in need.”  Esther Rantzen. 
 
The Silver Line is a free confidential helpline which provides; information and 
signposting to services, community and voluntary support across the country; a 
friendship service to combat loneliness; and a means of empowering those 
who may be suffering abuse. 
 
If you are feeling isolated or lonely, there is not only the helpline, but a tele-
phone befriending service, where you are matched to a trained    volunteer, 
who will phone on a weekly basis for friendship at a time  convenient to you.  
So if you feel that you would benefit from the       services of The Silver Line, 
please do not hesitate to call our 24/7 helpline on 0800 4 70 80 90. 
 
‘If you think it is for you, it is for you’. 

St Leonard’s Parish Prayer  
 
 

Living God, you have given us St Leonard 

as an example of one who extended himself  

to relieve the difficulties of others; 

 help us to know in our hearts the love you have for us all 

 so we may reach out in genuine empathy 

 to those in our community 

 who feel lonely, isolated, or overwhelmed by grief or loss. 

 Help us to grow together as a people  

united in concern for each other and love for you.  Amen 
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STEP IN TIME LINE DANCING 
 

LINEDANCING CLASS 
 

ST LEONARD'S CHURCH HALL 
 

EVERY MONDAY 
 

BEGINNERS 7.00-8.00 pm 

IMPROVERS/INTERMEDIATE 8.00-9.30 

pm 
 

COME ALONG IT'S EASY IT'S A FUN 

ENJOYABLE WAY TO KEEP FIT 

£4.50 per session 
 

Make a note in your diary 

Enquiries:Text or phone Lyn 07960 952 391 or 

01908 641069 
lynda.bass@btinternet.com 

 

 Beginners/Improvers in Southcott Community 

Hall  
Every Wednesday 7.30pm-8.30pm 

LU7 2QY 

 

Need help with your     

garden? 
 

 

Lady Gardener 
R.H.S. Qualified  

 

Creative - Experienced  

Regular maintenance - One off 

tidy up - New planting and   

Design 
 

Tel: Caroline 07867744050 

 
 
 
 

 
To advertise 

your product or service 
in this space, call 
Corinna on 07502 

320025 

mailto:lynda.bass@btinternet.com
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nicolewaldock386@gmail.com 

01908 608304, 07906 644481 

onyxband.net 

Facebook.com/on77yx 

ONYX - The dynamic six piece band for your 
special event, wedding reception,             
anniversary celebration, dinner dance or 
corporate function. 

Choose your favourite songs from our          
extensive playlist for those magical mo-
ments to make your special occasion simply 
the best. 

ONYX will ensure you and your guests dance 
all night to celebrated hits from the last five    
decades. 

 

 
 

St Leonard’s Visiting Team 
 

We are a small group who enjoy meeting people and 
having a chat (maybe over a cup of tea!). 
 

If you or anyone you know is housebound, or might 
enjoy some company occasionally, please call Corinna 
on 07502 320025 and she will put us in touch. 
 

We look forward to hearing from you. 
 

Anne Chapman 
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On or For Sun 
Coffee (after 11am 

service) 
Cleaning 

7th July J&T Mellodey  

14th July A Chapman K Anwyl 

21st July S Darms  

28th July H&R Ramsbotham 
A Gomersall &            

J Thomas 

   

4th August J thomas & E Griffith  

11th August 
S Buttery &                

E Dickinson 
V Cooper & M White 

18th August A Palmer & L Page  

25th August A Chapman K Anwyl 
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In a small sleepy Irish town, Father O’Malley answers the phone. 
 

“Is this Father O’Malley?” 
 

“It is.” 
 

“This is the Internal Revenue Service.  Can you help us?” 
 

“I can.” 
 

“Do you know Ted Houlihan?” 
 

“I do.” 
 

“Is he a member of your congregation?” 
 

“He is.” 
 

“Did he donate £10,000 to the Church?” 
 

“He will.” 

And finally.....a few fascinating facts 
 

Every English elm is descended from a single tree imported by the       
Romans. 
 

The first police car chase in the UK had a top speed of 15mph. 
 

In Tanzania, a roundabout is a ‘kipilefti’. 
 

Man has probed 20bn kilometres outwards from the Earth but only 
12kilometres into it. 
 

In 1787, the top of Mont Blanc was removed and is now in a museum in 
the Netherlands. 
 

The Great Wall of China was held together with sticky rice. 
 

London gets less rain than Rome, Venice or Nice. 
 
Charles Dickens’s father went into business with Butch Cassidy’s great 
grandfather. 
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Monday to Friday 

9am—12pm, 12pm-3pm or 9am—3pm 

An independent preschool offering places for children 

from 2 years old, providing a range of activities to 

support children’s learning through play 

Contact Margaret Smithers, Early Years Teacher  

Email: hbpreschool@aol.com 

Phone: 01525 237172 
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Worship at St Leonard’s 
 
 

 

 

7th July        3rd Sunday after Trinity 

08.00am        Holy Communion (BCP) 

11.00am        Family Service 

 
 

9th July        

07.30pm        Holy Communion  

 

 

14th July       4th Sunday after Trinity 

11.00am         Parish Communion (Order 1)  

 
 

16th July 

07.30pm         Holy Communion 
 
 

21st July       5th Sunday after Trinity 

08.00am         Holy Communion (Order1traditional) 

11.00am         Parish Communion (Order 1) 
 
 

23rd July      

7.30pm           Holy Communion 
 

28th July       6th Sunday after Trinity 

11.00am          Parish Communion (Order 1) 
 

30th July       

07.30pm          Holy Communion 
 

 

For services in August, please consult the Church 

website www.saintleonardschurch.com 

 
 

 


