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Team Rector: Vacant 

The Parish of St Leonard, Heath and Reach 

www.saintleonardschurch.com 

 

Team Vicar Revd. Noel McGeeney, The Vicarage, 2 Reach Lane,  

LU7 0AL,  01525 237633 

saggart@yahoo.com 

Church Wardens Br Bede Falconer CoS, 46 Chiltern Gardens, LU7 3BL 

07925 364480 

Val Cooper,  07745 364748 

  

Secretary 
  
Treasurer 
  
Freewill Offerings 

Mrs Ann Gomersall, 173 Cotefield Drive, LU7 3DT, 

01525 376572 
Mrs Jill Thomas, 46 Redwood Glade, LU7 3JT, 
01525 374175 
Mr Tony Mellodey, 12 Holts Green, Great Brickhill, 

MK17 9AJ,   01525 261552 / 07771 686005 

Administrator and Church 

Hall Bookings 

Mrs Corinna Washbrook, St Leonard’s Parish Office,  

St Leonard’s Church Hall, Leighton Road LU7 0AA.    

07502 320025     stleonardheath@gmail.com 

Office hours: 10.30am—12.30pm Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 

                               

    
GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 

Little Fishes 
  
 

Choir 
  
  
SLAP 
  
Men’s Breakfast Group 
 

Magazine Editor 

 
 

Magazine Advertising 

Mums & Toddlers, Monday 1.30 pm in the hall 
Contact: Parish Office 
 

Sundays at 10.15am in Church, Contact: Jane Newman, 

01525 237421 
 

St Leonard’s Amateur Players, Contact: 
Mrs Nicole Waldock, 01908 608304 
 

Termly, Saturdays at 8.30am. Contact Neil Forsyth on 

01525 377047  
 

Neil Forsyth, 01525 377047 , stleonardsmag@gmail.com 

 

Contact Parish Office  07502 320025 

All copy to reach Editor by 15th of the month, please 
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I am writing this surrounded by boxes of things to 
be sorted before we move house.  It is a strange 
time in all sorts of ways, my two sons are sitting 
GCSE’s and A Levels, I am in my final term as a 
University Chaplain at Royal Holloway, continuing 
my work whilst also drawing together information 
and resources for my colleagues and my            
successor.  My husband Brian is also working with 
students, finishing an MEd and preparing to begin 
a PhD. 

It is so exciting to be planning for the next phase of our life, choosing colours 
for the vicarage, thinking about the joys and challenges that my new role will 
bring and wondering about all the people who will be part of our life as we 
move forward.  We talk so often about “looking forward”, often it’s just a social 
convention, but there are moments in life when to looking forward means    
taking a risk and choosing something completely new.  I had to imagine what 
life would look like for me and my family if I stepped away from what is now 
safe and familiar and followed those nudges of God’s call to something new.  
 

It is very easy to rush ahead, to live in the future, and as we find ourselves in 
the days of Ascensiontide and Pentecost we are all called to look up, to look 
forward, though sometimes we have to wait or work for the future that we 
have glimpsed. I have to go through the painful process of sorting all those 
boxes and as a team you have a while yet to go before I can fully take up my 
place among you.  It may not be fun, I know that I never want to see another 
box of things to sort again, but that sorting process is what will allow us to    
arrive with you a little lighter.  I also know that interregnums are never easy, 
but as well as extra things to be done it will have brought new opportunities, a 
chance to reflect on how you are all looking forwards and what your hopes for 
the future are. 
 

We are all called to look up, look ahead, to embrace the risen life of Christ and 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit.                                                                  (Continues over) 
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New Beginnings Bereavement Support Cafe 2019 
 

Offering friendship, support and understanding 

 

Come and join us for a tea/coffee and a chat 2.30 –4.00pm 

 

 

2nd June 

7th July 

4th August 

1st September 

6th October—Harvest Lunch at 12.30pm 

3rd November 

1st December 

 

The Spire Coffee Shop, All Saints Church, Church Square, Leighton Buzzard 

 

We are all called to share that new life with others and to receive the gifts that 
others bring to us.  I am very much looking forward to my new role, taking up 
the joys and challenges of being your Team Rector and the Vicar of All Saints.  
We are looking forward, as I hope that you are, to sharing in the ministry of the 
Team that you already hold and I hope that none of us will ever lose that sense 
of looking forward, expecting God to do great things through us as together we 
work to make God’s love known to everyone. 
 
Revd. Cate Irvine 

2019 May Fayre 
 

On behalf of the Social Committee, I’d like to thank everyone who 

helped, and supported the May Fayre on 19th May.  A huge effort is 

needed to put this event on, from the setting up of marquees the night  

before, through the day itself, with stalls, arena, chairs, games and        

attractions, to the clearing up afterwards.  There are a lot of very tired 

people at the end of the day!  But it’s worth it to see people enjoying 

themselves and contributing in many ways to the life of St Leonard’s. 

A full report follows on pages 12 and 13. 
 

Rosemary Forsyth 
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The Parish Registers 

 

 

Funerals 

 
 

15th May 
 

Barbara Louise Valentine 
 

28th May 
 

Patricia Alma Dancer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

St Leonard’s Church Hall is available for hire! 

Birthday parties, wedding receptions, meetings and other      

special occasions 

 
Competitive hire rates, fully fitted kitchen and car parking 

 

To book, for more information or to check  

availability please go to saintleonardschurch.com, email      

stleonardheath@googlemail.com or call 07502 320 025. 
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Services: 

After-sales for PC, Mac & Linux 

IT support 

Wired and wireless network installations 

Internet & email assistance 
 

Troubleshooting: 

 Windows, Mac & Linux troubleshooting 

 Virus & Spyware removal 

 Fault diagnostics, repairs & upgrades  
 

Sales: 

Branded or custom PCs & Laptops 

Computer hardware & peripherals 

Software 
 

On-site visits - office hours or evenings by appointment 
 

  Computamation Services Ltd 
Est: 1999 with over 25years experience 

 

Contact: John Wallace on 01525 261381 or 07968 536068 

email: john@computamation.co.uk     web: www.computamation.co.uk 
9a Lower Way, Great Brickhill, Bucks. MK17 9AG 
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 Day of Pentecost – Whit Sunday 
 

Pentecost took place on the well-established Jewish festival of Firstfruits, 
which was observed at the beginning of the wheat harvest.  It was seven 
weeks after Easter, or 50 days including Easter. 
A feast day to celebrate the country’s wheat harvest does not sound   
exactly world-changing, but that year, it became one of the most         
important days in world history.  For Pentecost was the day that Jesus 
sent the Holy Spirit - the day the Church was born. 
Jesus had told His disciples that something big was going to happen, and 
that they were to wait for it in Jerusalem, instead of returning to Galilee.   
Jesus had plans for His disciples – but He knew they could not do the 
work themselves – they would need His help. 
And so they waited in Jerusalem, praying together with His other         
followers, for many days. And then on that fateful morning there was 
suddenly the sound as of a mighty rushing wind.  Tongues of flame flick-
ered on their heads, and they began to praise God in many tongues – to 
the astonishment of those who heard them. The curse of Babel (Genesis 
11: 1- 9) was dramatically reversed that morning.      
That morning the Holy Spirit came to indwell the disciples and followers 
of Jesus: and the Church was born.  The Christians were suddenly full of 
life and power, utterly different from their former fearful selves.  The 
change in them was permanent. 
Peter gave the first ever sermon of the Christian Church that morning:  
proclaiming Jesus was the Messiah.  His boldness in the face of possible 
death was in marked contrast to the man who had denied Jesus 50 days 
before.   And 3,000 people responded, were converted, and were      
baptised.  How’s that for fast church growth! 

Of course, Pentecost was not the first time the Holy Spirit had acted in 
this world.  All through the Old Testament there are accounts of how 
God’s Spirit guided people and strengthened them.  But now, because of 
Christ’s death and resurrection, He could INDWELL them.  From now on, 
every Christian could have the confidence that Jesus was with them   
constantly, through the indwelling of His Holy Spirit.    (courtesy of Parish 
Pump) 
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KINGSWOOD FARM 
 

BOARDING KENNELS 

AND CATTERY 
 

BRICKHILL ROAD 
HEATH AND REACH 

 
Telephone: 01525 237 777 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Proprietors: 
Anne & Bob Reeve 

 

STOKES CHIMNEYS AND 

GARDENS 
 

Qualified lady chimney sweep 

All types of stoves and chimneys 
carefully swept. 

Birds’ nests cleared 
Member of the Institute of        

Chimney Sweeps  
Garden maintenance service. 
Grass cutting, weeding, leaf      

clearing, pruning and planting etc. 
RHS qualification  

Friendly local service.  
Public liability insurance and DBS 

checked. 
Call Sue Stokes on 01 525 850622 
stokeschimneysandgardens@gmail.com 
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 Erasmus, a good saint when you’re all at sea! 

 
Do you like messing about in boats?  If so, then you’ll have heard of St 
Elmo’s Fire. It is the light that is sometimes seen on mastheads of boats 
after storms at sea. 
 

St Elmo is another name for St Erasmus, a fourth century Syrian bishop 
who was not afraid of violent storms.  Legend has it that one day when 
Erasmus was preaching outside, a thunderbolt hit the ground right      
beside him.  That might have distracted many modern bishops, but not 
Erasmus – he just kept on preaching.    His courage won him the respect 
of sailors, who also had to brave the elements of nature in their daily 
work.  He died about 300AD 
 

But when Erasmus was made the patron saint of sailors, it led to a       
curious confusion.  His emblem became the windlass, a kind of hoist 
used by many sailors at sea.  So far so good, but many medieval        
Christians, seeing the windlass emblem, assumed it was some sort of  
torture instrument.  They knew that Erasmus had died in the persecution 
of Diocletian, and concluded that a windlass had been used to hoist out 
his intestines (which it hadn’t). 
 

But no matter - Erasmus was still adopted by another set of suffering 
people. Not only did sailors remember the thunderbolt, and look to him, 
but soon, anyone with gut ache as well!    
 
St Erasmus’ s Day is 2nd June 

 
The size of your faith or the degree of 

your knowledge Is not the issue - 
It is the integrity you  demonstrate toward 

the faith you do have and the truth 
you already know 

 

Jeffrey R Holland 
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 A Warden’s Tale....or.....whoops, I’ve done it again!!!!  
 

The 2018/19 year as Churchwarden is now officially over and the 2019/20 has    

begun! 
 

I was sworn in as Churchwarden last night for what will be my fifth year. It was 

a lovely service held at Dunstable Priory. It was very well attended and the re-

cently installed (makes him sound like a new boiler but that is the word used) 

Archdeacon was presiding. It is good to focus on why we choose to be Church-

wardens and this ‘labour of love’ we commit to. 
 

I have to say that I had been hopeful that someone else would have a go at be-

ing Churchwarden this year. I even tried to ‘sell’ the idea at our annual church 

meeting but to no avail. It’s not that I don’t want to do it but I believe that 

someone else taking over is best for the church. New face, new ideas, making 

additions to what has been achieved by those who have done the job before 

them has got to be an exciting challenge. It all adds to the growth and develop-

ment of our church and it’s a privilege to be a part of it. 
 

No qualifications required! There is nothing to fear! Anyone can be a  Church     

Warden because there is a whole team of people there ready and waiting to 

help. People on the PCC, former Churchwardens, your church family, volun-

teers, Church advisory committees, church organisations, Architects, Stonema-

sons, heating   engineers, sound engineers, historians, TV crews (I kid you not) 

and a whole host of people in other churches in the team are available and 

happy to help. It really is a great way to meet interesting people, contribute to 

the life of the church, and be best placed to encourage others to do the same 

so think on people! 
 

Anyway, now it’s officially me again this year we can all enjoy the planning of 

events and occasions. As I write, these things are still to come, but as you read 

this I can say the May Fayre was a great success. How can I say that? Because it 

always is and we certainly don’t let the weather stop us. I just hope it didn’t 

have cause to stop you either!! 
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We’ll be having the seasonal lunch on 1st June, booking essential, and we have 

a musical treat for our guests as entertainment. I know this to be true because 

I’ve had a little snippet already, so I‘m certain I will enjoy the performance on 

the day. 
 

There will be a cream tea or two, I’m sure, later in the summer, and so we will 

make the most of the weather, good or bad. Personally I’m hoping for a some-

what cooler summer than last year but either way, let’s enjoy the beauty of 

God’s creation around us (yes and that includes rain) and we hope to see you at 

an event or maybe at the ‘main event’ on a Sunday morning at 11:00. 
 

P.S. Christmas is coming!!!!!!! 
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2019 May Fayre 
 

A huge thank you to everyone who came along and helped or supported the 
May Fayre, held on an overcast but thankfully rain-free day! We can honestly 
say that fun was had by all, especially by some very excited entrants in the Dog 
Show and on our newest attraction, the Teddy Tower of Terror! 
 

We are very very grateful to all those who donated prizes for the various     
competitions, including The Axe & Compass, Garside Sands, Finishing Touches, 
Heath and Reach Veterinary Practice, Dick Hunter Garage, Three Locks Farm 
Shop, Adrienne’s, Heath & Reach Co-op, The Dukes, K9 Grooming, Heath Inn, 
Little Emm’s, Leighton Buzzard Golf Club, Mead Open Farm and the British   
Legion. 
 

All the Dog Show prizes were generously donated by Pets at Home, Aylesbury.. 
 

Among the prize winners were:  Tony Mellodey, Edward Newman and Nigel 
Mason in the Grand Draw; Charles Palmer (Adult Bowling), Noah (Child Bowl-
ing); David Coleman (Adult Golf), Ethan Boyce and Thomas Longstaff (Child 
Golf). 
 

In the Dog Show, Best in Show was won by ‘Mack’, owned by Jacqui. 
 

Thank you once again for all your help and support which made this a very           
successful day. 
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For all your painting 
and decorating  
needs … 
 

 J.M.Wyatt 
 

 Painter and Decorator 
 

  

4 St Leonard’s Close 

Leighton Buzzard 

Beds 

LU7 3DF 
 

  

Tel. (01525) 379520 
 

Call for free quotation and 

 

 The most competitive prices in  

the area 

Tel: 01525 237687 
 

 Mrs Emma Smith 
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For more information on any of these events,  

phone 01525 377047 

Thursday 13th June 

COFFEE MORNING 
in the Church Hall 

10am-12.00noon 

 

 

Sunday 30th June 

CREAM TEA 
in the Church and surrounds 

3-5pm 

Saturday 8th June 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
in the Church Hall from 83.30am 

Saturday 14th September 

JUMBLE SALE 
At the Church Hall 

11am-1pm 



16 

 



17 

 

A new pastor was visiting in the homes of his parishioners. At one house 
it seemed obvious that someone was at home, but no answer came to 
his repeated knocks at the door. 
      Therefore, he took out a business card and wrote 'Revelation 3:20' on 
the back of it and stuck it in the door. 
      When the offering was processed the following Sunday, he found 
that his card had been returned. Added to it was this cryptic message, 
'Genesis 3:10.' 
      Reaching for his Bible to check out the citation, he broke up in gales 
of laughter. Revelation 3:20 begins 'Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock.' Genesis 3:10 reads, 'I heard your voice in the garden and I was 
afraid for I was naked. 

 
An elderly woman decided to prepare her funeral and told her vicar she 
had two final requests. 
 

First, she wanted to be cremated and second, she wanted her ashes 
scattered over Tesco. 
 

“Tesco?” the vicar exclaimed, “Why Tesco?” 
 

 The old lady replied, “Then I’ll be sure my daughters will visit me twice a 
week.” 
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CHURCH COFFEE  

MORNING 
 

CHURCH HALL 
 

Thursday 13th June 

 

10.00am to 12 noon 
 

ALL WELCOME 

 
 

TRANSPORT AVAILABLE IF REQUIRED 

PLEASE TELEPHONE 07502 320025 TO ARRANGE 

 

Coffee mornings are held on the 2nd Thursday of each 

month 

 

 

Next coffee mornings after this will 

be on 11th July 
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THE SILVER LINE 
 

A helpline for older people 
 

0800 4 70 80 90 
 

“Like child abuse, loneliness carries a stigma, especially for an older   genera-
tion too proud to ask for help.  I hope by creating a helpline for older people 
The Silver Line will enable them to break through the stigma of loneliness, and 
thus save lives and comfort and protect older people in need.”  Esther Rantzen. 
 
The Silver Line is a free confidential helpline which provides; information and 
signposting to services, community and voluntary support across the country; a 
friendship service to combat loneliness; and a means of empowering those 
who may be suffering abuse. 
 
If you are feeling isolated or lonely, there is not only the helpline, but a tele-
phone befriending service, where you are matched to a trained    volunteer, 
who will phone on a weekly basis for friendship at a time  convenient to you.  
So if you feel that you would benefit from the       services of The Silver Line, 
please do not hesitate to call our 24/7 helpline on 0800 4 70 80 90. 
 
‘If you think it is for you, it is for you’. 

St Leonard’s Parish Prayer  
 
 

Living God, you have given us St Leonard 

as an example of one who extended himself  

to relieve the difficulties of others; 

 help us to know in our hearts the love you have for us all 

 so we may reach out in genuine empathy 

 to those in our community 

 who feel lonely, isolated, or overwhelmed by grief or loss. 

 Help us to grow together as a people  

united in concern for each other and love for you.  Amen 
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STEP IN TIME LINE DANCING 
 

LINEDANCING CLASS 
 

ST LEONARD'S CHURCH HALL 
 

EVERY MONDAY 
 

BEGINNERS 7.00-8.00 pm 

IMPROVERS/INTERMEDIATE 8.00-9.30 

pm 
 

COME ALONG IT'S EASY IT'S A FUN 

ENJOYABLE WAY TO KEEP FIT 

£4.50 per session 
 

Make a note in your diary 

Enquiries:Text or phone Lyn 07960 952 391 or 

01908 641069 
lynda.bass@btinternet.com 

 

 Beginners/Improvers in Southcott Community 

Hall  
Every Wednesday 7.30pm-8.30pm 

LU7 2QY 

 

Need help with your     

garden? 
 

 

Lady Gardener 
R.H.S. Qualified  

 

Creative - Experienced  

Regular maintenance - One off 

tidy up - New planting and   

Design 
 

Tel: Caroline 07867744050 

 
 
 
 

 
To advertise 

your product or service 
in this space, call 
Corinna on 07502 

320025 

mailto:lynda.bass@btinternet.com
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Lifestyle 
 
I have decided that at my age I am not now going to win the lottery, will 
never achieve fame as a pop star, and have no chance at all of playing 
football for Manchester City........so that’s me done then! 
 

Still, I am still here going about my lifestyle, albeit a lot slower these days 
and, as usual, getting in everybody’s way. Ain’t life grand? 
Got me thinking though, that there are, and always have been, certain 
things I need to maintain my peace of mind and enable me to operate at 
a reasonable level. Therefore I made a list of what I consider to be the 
ten essentials to keep me in the manner to which I would like to become 
accustomed. 
 

A permanent home 
A comfortable bed 
Enough to eat and drink 
Health in mind and body 
Someone to love 
Faith as my way of life 
A contented family 
Friends 
Chocolate 
Red wine 
 

I count myself very lucky to have all of the above, although health of 
mind is somewhat questionable I suppose, and the red wine intake 
needs considerable monitoring.... 
 

However, I also count my blessings and am grateful. 
 

Derek Hardman  
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nicolewaldock386@gmail.com 

01908 608304, 07906 644481 

onyxband.net 

Facebook.com/on77yx 

ONYX - The dynamic six piece band for your 
special event, wedding reception,             
anniversary celebration, dinner dance or 
corporate function. 

Choose your favourite songs from our          
extensive playlist for those magical mo-
ments to make your special occasion simply 
the best. 

ONYX will ensure you and your guests dance 
all night to celebrated hits from the last five    
decades. 

 

 
 

St Leonard’s Visiting Team 
 

We are a small group who enjoy meeting people and 
having a chat (maybe over a cup of tea!). 
 

If you or anyone you know is housebound, or might 
enjoy some company occasionally, please call Corinna 
on 07502 320025 and she will put us in touch. 
 

We look forward to hearing from you. 
 

Anne Chapman 



25 

 

On or For Sun 
Coffee (after 11am 

service) 
Cleaning 

2nd June S Darms 
A Gomersall &            

J Thomas 

9th June H&R Ramsbotham  

16th June J Thomas & E Griffith R Young & S Darms 

23rd June 
S Buttery &                

E Dickinson 
 

30th June A Palmer & L Page V Cooper 

7th July J&T Mellodey  

14th July A Chapman K Anwyl 

21st July S Darms 
A Gomersall &            

J Thomas 

28th July H&R Ramsbotham  



26 

 

 

The Fiancé 

 
A young woman brought her fiancé home to meet her parents. After 
dinner, her mother told the girl's father to find out about the young 

man. The father invited the fiancé to his study for a talk. 
 

"So, what are your plans?" the father asked the young man. 
 

"I am a biblical scholar," he replied 
 

"A biblical scholar, hmmm?" the father said. "Admirable, but what will 
you do to provide a nice house for my daughter?" 

 
"I will study," the young man replied, "and God will provide for us." 

 
"And how will you buy her a beautiful engagement ring, such as she 

deserves?" asked the father. 
 

"I will concentrate on my studies," the young man replied, "God will 
provide for us." 

 
"And children?" asked the father. "How will you support children?" 

 
"Don't worry, sir, God will provide," replied the fiancé. 

 
The conversation proceeded like this... and each time the father 
questioned, the young idealist insisted that God would provide. 

 
Later, the mother asked, "How did your talk go, darling?" 

 
The father answered, "He's a Labour voter. He has no job, he has no 

plans, and he thinks I'm God. "  
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Monday to Friday 

9am—12pm, 12pm-3pm or 9am—3pm 

An independent preschool offering places for children 

from 2 years old, providing a range of activities to 

support children’s learning through play 

Contact Margaret Smithers, Early Years Teacher  

Email: hbpreschool@aol.com 

Phone: 01525 237172 
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Worship at St Leonard’s 
 
 

 

 

2nd June      7th Sunday of Easter 

08.00am        Holy Communion (BCP) 

11.00am        Family Service 

 
 

4th June        

07.30pm        Holy Communion  

 

 

9th June       Pentecost 

Confirmation service at (.45am at Good Shepherd.  

   No services at St Leonard’s  

 
 

11th June 

07.30pm         Holy Communion 
 
 

16th June      Trinity Sunday 

08.00am         Holy Communion (Order1traditional) 

11.00am         Parish Communion (Order 1) 
 
 

18th June      

7.30pm           Holy Communion 
 

23rd June      1st Sunday after Trinity 

11.00am          Parish Communion (Order 1) 
 

25th June       

07.30pm          Holy Communion 
 

30th June       2nd Sunday after Trinity 

Joint villages service at St Nicholas, Hockliffe.  No 

services at St Leonard’s 

 


