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 Auction time: bring out your unwanted 

goodies! 

 Goodbye to Kelly, welcome to Corinna 

 The apple of the eye—a love of Compline 
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Team Rector: Canon Grant Fellows, 01525 373217 

The Parish of St Leonard, Heath and Reach 

www.saintleonardschurch.com 

 

Team Vicar Revd. Noel McGeeney, The Vicarage, 2 Reach Lane,  

LU7 0AL,  01525 237633 

saggart@yahoo.com 

Church Wardens Br Bede Falconer CoS, 46 Chiltern Gardens, LU7 3BL 

07925 364480 

Mrs Val Roberts, 7 Cotefield Drive LU7 3DS, 07935 

936156 

  

Secretary 
  
Treasurer 
  
Freewill Offerings 

Mrs Ann Gomersall, 173 Cotefield Drive, LU7 3DT, 

01525 376572 
Mrs Jill Thomas, 46 Redwood Glade, LU7 3JT, 
01525 374175 
Mr Tony Mellodey, 12 Holts Green, Great Brickhill, 

MK17 9AJ,   01525 261552 / 07771 686005 

Administrator and Church 

Hall Bookings 

Mrs Corinna Washbrook, St Leonard’s Parish Office,  

St Leonard’s Church Hall, Leighton Road LU7 0AA.    

07502 320025     stleonardheath@gmail.com 

Office hours: 10.30am—12.30pm Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 

                               

    
GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 

Little Fishes 
  
 

Choir 
  
  
SLAP 
  
Men’s Breakfast Group 
 

Magazine Editor 

 
 

Magazine Advertising 

Mums & Toddlers, Monday 1.30 pm in the hall 
Contact: Parish Office 
 

Sundays at 10.15am in Church, Contact: Jane Newman, 

01525 237421 
 

St Leonard’s Amateur Players, Contact: 
Mrs Nicole Waldock, 01908 608304 
 

Termly, Saturdays at 8.30am. Contact Neil Forsyth on 

01525 377047  
 

Neil Forsyth, 01525 377047 , stleonardsmag@gmail.com 

 

Contact Parish Office  07502 320025 

All copy to reach Editor by 15th of the month, please 
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Beware the Ides of March 
 

Cassius: “Brutus, I do observe you now of late: I have not 
from your eyes that gentleness and show of love, as I was 
wont to have....” 
Brutus: “Be not deceived, I turn the trouble of my           

countenance merely on myself.  Nor construe any further my neglect, than that poor 
Brutus, with himself at war, forgets the shows of love to other men.” 
 

In this season of Lent, many of us choose to take on a discipline of one kind or another.  
It might be giving something up that we like, or even depend upon.   It may be that we 
have chosen to spend more time in prayer, or reading.  Whatever the case, the very 
nature of taking on a new discipline causes us to focus on our selves, and quite rightly 
too.  But beware the Ides of Lent! 
 

‘Ides’ is simply a Roman term for the middle of the month.  As we press on through 
Lent, there is a danger of us becoming swamped and obsessed with our Lenten         
discipline at the expense of others.  In his play Julius Caesar, Shakespeare reminds us of 
the human tendency to forget our ‘shows of love to others’ when we are too focussed 
on ourselves or our thoughts. 
 

In his first letter to the Corinthians, St Paul writes that we might have all the spiritual 
tools, give up our bodies, bestow all of our goods on the poor, move mountains and do 
all sorts of improving things but if we have not love, we are nothing..  As we continue to 
trudge along through Lent, it’s worth reminding ourselves that the very reason we are 
putting ourselves through all this is to draw closer to Christ.  The one who said that the 
greatest commandment is this: Thou shalt love the Lord God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind....and thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
 

Yes, we celebrate the joy of discipline and trust that as we use it to draw closer to 
Christ, he will draw closer to us.  But, at the same time, the greater focus, the way to 
keep a true and holy Lent, is to be people of love and charity.  You may, of course, read 
this and join with Caesar saying: “he is a dreamer; let us leave him,” but soothsayer or 
earnest curate, I urge you, beware the Ides of Lent! 
 

Revd. Max 
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St Leonard’s Church Hall is available for hire! 

Birthday parties, wedding receptions, meetings and other      

special occasions 

 
Competitive hire rates, fully fitted kitchen and car parking 

 

To book, for more information or to check  

availability please go to saintleonardschurch.com, email      

stleonardheath@googlemail.com or call 07502 320 025. 
 

Good bye and Hello.... 
 

On February 8th we said goodbye to Kelly Burley who has been our    
Parish Administrator and Hall Manager for the past six years.  During that 
time Kelly has made an enormous contribution; she has revolutionised 
the office systems, supported the Vicar and Churchwardens  
and promoted the hall so that it is very well used.  She has been the 
cheerful, public face of St. Leonard's always welcoming, always willing to 
help.  We shall  miss her greatly.  We wish her every good fortune as she 
moves on. 
 

We are delighted to be able to welcome Corinna Washbrook as our new 
Administrator and Hall Manager.  Corinna lives in the village and has two 
children at St. Leonard's School.    We are fortunate that Corinna has 
been able to start immediately.   
 

The new office opening hours will be Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 
10.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.  It will take time for her to settle in and learn 
the ropes but do call in to welcome and introduce yourself to her. 
 
Ann Gomersall 



5 

 

The Parish Registers 

 
 

No entries this month 

 

The annual subscription to the magazine of £6 is now due. If you col-
lect your magazine from church, please put your money in an enve-
lope and hand it to a Church Warden.  If your magazine is  delivered, 
please hand the money to your distributor. 
 

If you are not a regular subscriber and would like to   become one, 
please complete the details below and   return to the Parish       Of-
fice, The Church Hall, Leighton Road, Heath & Reach LU7 0AA with 
the annual subscription of £6.00 (cheques payable to St    Leonard’s 
PCC) 
 

Name………………………………………………………. 
 
Address……………………………………………………. 
 
I would like to : 
 Collect the magazine from Church each month:    Yes/No 

or 
 Have magazine delivered:    Yes/No 
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Services: 

After-sales for PC, Mac & Linux 

IT support 

Wired and wireless network installations 

Internet & email assistance 
 

Troubleshooting: 

 Windows, Mac & Linux troubleshooting 

 Virus & Spyware removal 

 Fault diagnostics, repairs & upgrades  
 

Sales: 

Branded or custom PCs & Laptops 

Computer hardware & peripherals 

Software 
 

On-site visits - office hours or evenings by appointment 
 

  Computamation Services Ltd 
Est: 1999 with over 25years experience 

 

Contact: John Wallace on 01525 261381 or 07968 536068 

email: john@computamation.co.uk     web: www.computamation.co.uk 
9a Lower Way, Great Brickhill, Bucks. MK17 9AG 

 

 

Badminton Club 

Friday evenings (8 - 10 pm) 
 
Tiddenfoot Leisure Centre 

 friendly 

 mixed abilities 

 non-league  

 Free trial 

Established over 30 years 

KEEP FIT ~ ENJOY LIFE 

01525 381337 
01525 261552 
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The Villager             by Geoff White 

I have often wondered how the roads of the village got their names and why some have 
been changed over the years.  I was reminded of this when I read a letter sent to the 
Leighton Buzzard Observer in June 1900, concerning ‘Bragenham Lane’, which led from 
the Old Linslade road to join the Great Brickhill road where it was in Soulbury Parish and 
in Buckinghamshire before the boundary changes. 
 

Bragenham was a hamlet close to Soulbury which was mentioned in the Domesday Book 
of 1086 as ‘Soulberie’ and in Anglo Saxon times the name meant ‘Stronghold in a gully.’  
One of the boundaries of the hamlet was the River Ouzel.  In 1560, Queen    Elizabeth had 
granted the Manor of Bragenham to Richard Champion and John   Thompson which, like 
many of the Manor houses, for example Stockgrove and     Chelmscote, had its own 
chapel.  This was pulled down in about 1716 “having been turned to profane use.”  I have 
often wondered if old villagers walked across ‘Old Chapel’ fields before St Leonard’s be-
came the parish church, though it would have been quite a long way. 
 

Col. Henry Hanmer, who was born in 1789, purchased the top end of the land and held it 
as a farm.  He also had extensive Tile and Brickyards there and produced many      hun-
dreds of thousands of bricks from his kilns to build houses in and around the Leighton 
Buzzard area.   From 1820, there was a farmhouse on the site, called ‘Kiln Farm House’ 
and it was at the top of ‘Home Close’ and against the ‘Common Footpath,’ which was 
reached over a stile.  There was also a dwelling called ‘Ludly Cottage.’ 
 

‘Liscomb,’ writing in 1840, reported that the Hamlet had long since gone and now formed 
one large grazing field with house and tenant, ‘there being no vestige of the hamlet or 
manor house.’  When Col. Hanmer died in February 1868, the property passed to Sir 
Wyndham Hanmer and was sold years later to Lord Leigh, who also bought Stockgrove, 
which was next door.  In the 1840 article, it was also noted that there was standing at the 
top end, an orchard of fine old fruit trees, which belonged to the farm house..  Mr Bel-
grove, who lived there at one time, gathered many bushels.  There was also a well be-
longing to the old house, with the top being covered with    timber but it was filled in at a 
later date. 
 

One of the oldest houses in 1900 left at Bragengam was on a hill and the property of Mr 
Couston.  It had been built and lived in by a notable character with the name of Mr Day 
and his family in the 17th Century.  At the back, in years past, there were some      build-
ings occupied by Mr Cooling and in one of the upper rooms, the walls were      plastered.  
Where this was worn, it was plain to see, in about 1845, some well-painted figures and 
flowers, though these were much defaced by age.  It was said that these were done by 
Mr Day. 
 

It is good that Bragenham is full of memories and the old lane is still named the same.  It 
has become an area with lots of flowers on both sides of the lane and if you fancy a move 
to the countryside, steeped in history, £1.7 million could buy you a nice house! 
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KINGSWOOD FARM 
 

BOARDING KENNELS 

AND CATTERY 
 

BRICKHILL ROAD 
HEATH AND REACH 

 
Telephone: 01525 237 777 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Proprietors: 
Anne & Bob Reeve 

 

STOKES CHIMNEYS AND 

GARDENS 
 

Qualified lady chimney sweep 

All types of stoves and chimneys 
carefully swept. 

Birds’ nests cleared 
Member of the Institute of        

Chimney Sweeps  
Garden maintenance service. 
Grass cutting, weeding, leaf      

clearing, pruning and planting etc. 
RHS qualification  

Friendly local service.  
Public liability insurance and DBS 

checked. 
Call Sue Stokes on 01 525 850622 
stokeschimneysandgardens@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

To advertise your product 
or service in this space,  

 
call Corinna on 

 
 07502 320025 
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Remembering 
World War 1 

 

203211 Private Robert Hayes Hankin 
2/5th Battalion Sherwood Foresters 

(Nottinghamshire & Derbyshire Regiment) 

 
Aged 20 years, he was killed in action on 21st March 2018 and  

is remembered on the Arras Memorial, France 
 

Thomas was the son of Charles and Mary Ann Hankin who lived in Thomas 
Street, Heath & Reach. He was born in Islington but was working as an 
under gardener locally before the war. 
 

He was killed during the Battle of St Quentin in northern France, following 
a gas attack and one of the heaviest shell barrages of the war when over 
3.5 million shells fell in five hours. 
 
 

Nora Tompkins - Munitions Worker 
Buried on 9th March 2018 

Our war memorial is unique among local memorials and unusual 
nationally in having a woman’s name on it. 
 

Nora was the daughter of Fred and Caroline Tompkins of Lanes End.  Fred 
had been a sand miner in the quarries and had been killed at the end of 
1900, before Nora was born in early 1901.   
In March 1918 the 17-year old Nora was working in the detonator room of 
the Chaul End munitions factory between Dunstable and Luton (now M1 
Junction 11) when there was an explosion in the room.  This was one of an 
annual series of fatal accidents, and the rest of the factory was protected 
from the detonator room by thick blast walls.  Those who worked in the 
detonator room showed the sort of courage that would have been 
rewarded with a gallantry medal in France.   

St Leonard’s is remembering those on the Heath and  Reach War 
Memorial on or around the  100th anniversary of their death.  
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Four young women injured in the 1918 explosion died from their burns, 
but Nora is the only one commemorated on a war memorial. 
 

Nora was buried on 9th March 1918.  About 100 of her workmates, 
dressed in their working uniform, led the coffin from Lanes End to the 
church, and lined up on each side of the entrance while the cortege 
passed through. 
 

There is no record of Nora’s burial place.  Although she died after the 
cemetery opened, it is probable that she was buried with her father in 
the old pre-1911 burial ground for which no grave records exist.  Her 
mother Caroline lived until 1951 when she was 89, and she is buried in 
an unmarked grave in the cemetery in Plot A/165.  

A propaganda image  

of Munitions workers 

Sources: Dick Denton; LBDAHS  

courtesy Tom Lawson 
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For all your painting 

and decorating  
needs … 
 

 J.M.Wyatt 
 

 Painter and Decorator 
 

  

4 St Leonard’s Close 

Leighton Buzzard 

Beds 

LU7 3DF 
 

  

Tel. (01525) 379520 
 

Call for free quotation and 
advice 

 

 The most competitive prices in  

the area 

Tel: 01525 237687 
 

 Mrs Emma Smith 

 

PIANO LESSONS 
 

Would you like to learn to play piano? 
 

Or did you play years ago and feel 
rusty? 

 
Lady tutor can cover any age and any 

level. 
 

1st lesson is free—come and try—no 
commitment! 

 
I can be contacted on 01525 261552 
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Postage stamps to support Willen Hospice 
 

Are you still getting letters or cards with postage stamps on them? 
 

We can use these to support the work of Willen Hospice 
 

Please put all used stamps in the box in the porch at St Leonard’s Church 
and help us support the work of this local hospice. 

 

 

Look up with wonder; 
Look back with gratitude; 

Look around with love; 
Look within with honesty; 

And look ahead with anticipation 
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For more information on any of these events,  

phone 01525 377047 

Thursday 8th March 

COFFEE MORNING 
in the Church Hall 

10am-12.00noon 

 

 

 

Saturday 10th March 

50/50 AUCTION 
in the Church Hall at 1pm 

 

Saturday 24th March 

SEDER MEAL 
In the Church Hall at 12.30pm 

Sunday 8th April 

SPRING QUIET AFTERNOON 
in the Church Hall, 1.30-4.30pm 

 

Saturday 19th May 

MAY FAYRE 
At the Church Hall and surrounds 
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Dick Whittington 2018 
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Thanks to everyone who took part on 

stage, in the band, helped backstage and 

front of house......... 

....not forgetting our super 

audiences! 
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Need help with your 

garden? 
 

 

Lady Gardener 
R.H.S. Qualified  

 

Creative - Experienced  

Regular maintenance - 

One off tidy up - New 

planting and Design 
 

Tel: Caroline 07867744050 

Living with Parkinson’s and looking for local 

support? 
 

Did you know there is a dedicated Parkinson's UK Local Advisor in your area, who 

can offer free and comprehensive support tailored to your needs? Jackie Kennedy, who 

covers Mid and South Bedfordshire, explains what her job is all about: 
 

My role is about making sure people affected by Parkinson’s and their families have all 

the information they need to take control of life with a progressive neurological         

condition, enabling people to play an active part in any decisions around treatments and    

helping make life as fulfilling as possible. 
 

There are many things I can offer support with including: understanding Parkinson’s and 

addressing the impact of Parkinson's on daily living; accessing appropriate health and 

social care services; securing relevant welfare benefits; signposting to local Parkinson’s 

UK groups which offer friendship and a ranges of social activities, and planning for the 

future. 
 

I can provide information, answer any questions and offer practical support by           

telephone, email  and , when needed, through home visits, from the point of diagnosis 

and throughout the Parkinson’s journey. 
 

Please do contact me - no one has to face Parkinson’s alone. 

Jackie Kennedy, Parkinson’s UK Local Advisor - Mid and South Bedfordshire and   

Luton 

T: 03442253795 E: jkennedy@parkinsons.org.uk .www.parkinsons.org.uk 
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St. Leonard’s Church 

Heath & Reach 

50 / 50 AUCTION 
 

Saturday 10th March 1pm 
in the Church Hall 

Viewing 12.00 - 1pm 

 Refreshments available 

Please bring your items for sale to the 

Church Hall between 

2pm & 7pm Friday 9th  March 

We regret no items of large furniture or 

electrical goods can be accepted                                   

Enquiries:-  Tel:  01525  377047  
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CHURCH COFFEE  

MORNING 
 

CHURCH HALL 
 

Thursday 8th March 

 

10.00am to 12 noon 
 

ALL WELCOME 

 
 

TRANSPORT AVAILABLE IF REQUIRED 

PLEASE TELEPHONE 07502 320025 TO ARRANGE 

 

Coffee mornings are held on the 2nd Thursday of each 

month 

 

 

Next coffee morning will be on  

 

Thursday 12th April 
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Who was......King Saul? 
 

Saul was the first king of the Jews and he lived over a thousand years  
before Christ, that is approximately a thousand years after Abraham.  
You could ask, “How had they managed before that?  How does a nation 
without a monarchy gain one?” 
 

It was during the life of the prophet Samuel, that the Israelites began to 
wish they had a king.  Other nations around them had kings (often they 
were king of just one town and its surrounding area). 
 

Those kings led their armies into battle against their enemies—battles 
the Israelites often lost.  They were not just figureheads; they ruled like 
dictators and normally gained a lot for themselves in the process, as 
Samual warned.  In his opinion, God was the only king they needed.  The 
problem was the people themselves; they did not    follow where their 
king led. 
 

In an early example of keeping up with the neighbours , they insisted 
that if they had a “king”, they too would be able to win battles against 
their enemies.  God agreed to Samuel appointing as king someone from 
among the people of the smallest tribe in the nation. 
 

At the time, Saul was looking for some donkeys belonging to his father, 
which were lost.  His servant suggested they ask Samuel.  Now the previ-
ous day, God had told   Samuel that the man of his choice would come to 
visit him at that time on the day   following.  When Saul arrived, the Lord 
confirmed his word, “Here is the man.”  Saul was more than surprised to 
be anointed there and then and to be told that the asses had been 
found! 
 

He proved to be a good leader—at first—but at a critical time disobeyed 
God, who thereafter ceased to help him.  It can happen to anyone! 
 

Read the story in full in 1 Samuel, chapters 8 to 31 
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THE SILVER LINE 
 

A helpline for older people 
 

0800 4 70 80 90 
 

“Like child abuse, loneliness carries a stigma, especially for an older   genera-
tion too proud to ask for help.  I hope by creating a helpline for older people 
The Silver Line will enable them to break through the stigma of loneliness, and 
thus save lives and comfort and protect older people in need.”  Esther Rantzen. 
 
The Silver Line is a free confidential helpline which provides; information and 
signposting to services, community and voluntary support across the country; a 
friendship service to combat loneliness; and a means of empowering those 
who may be suffering abuse. 
 
If you are feeling isolated or lonely, there is not only the helpline, but a tele-
phone befriending service, where you are matched to a trained    volunteer, 
who will phone on a weekly basis for friendship at a time  convenient to you.  
So if you feel that you would benefit from the       services of The Silver Line, 
please do not hesitate to call our 24/7 helpline on 0800 4 70 80 90. 
 
‘If you think it is for you, it is for you’. 

St Leonard’s Parish Prayer  
 
 

Living God, you have given us St Leonard 

as an example of one who extended himself  

to relieve the difficulties of others; 

 help us to know in our hearts the love you have for us all 

 so we may reach out in genuine empathy 

 to those in our community 

 who feel lonely, isolated, or overwhelmed by grief or loss. 

 Help us to grow together as a people  

united in concern for each other and love for you.  Amen 
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nicole.waldock@tesco.net 

01908 608304 

Facebook.com/on77yx 

ONYX - The dynamic six piece band for your 
special event, wedding reception,             
anniversary celebration, dinner dance or 
corporate function. 

Choose your favourite songs from our          
extensive playlist for those magical mo-
ments to make your special occasion simply 
the best. 

ONYX will ensure you and your guests dance 
all night to celebrated hits from the last five    
decades. 

 

 
 

St Leonard’s Visiting Team 
 

We are a small group who enjoy meeting people and 
having a chat (maybe over a cup of tea!). 
 

If you or anyone you know is housebound, or might 
enjoy some  company occasionally, please call Kelly on 
07502 320025 and she will put us in touch. 
 

We look forward to hearing from you. 
 

Anne Chapman 
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On or For Sun 
Coffee (after 11am 

service) 
Cleaning 

4th March J&T Mellodey 
J Thomas &                

A Gomersall 

11th March H&R Ramsbotham  

18th March J Thomas R Young & S Darms 

25th March 
S Buttery &                

E Dickinson 
 

1st April A Palmer and L Page 
A Chapman &            

S Halstead 

8th April 
A Chapman &            

S Halstead 
 

15th April S Darms & A Payne V Roberts 

22nd April H&R Ramsbotham  

29th April J Thomas G&M White 
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Tied up 
 

Having reached a reasonable age I am quite content to meander along accepting the 

inevitable malfunctions of both mind and body which inevitably come along. At the 

same time however, it is assuring to know that all the information in my brain is enough 

to get me through everyday life, it's being a with a wealth(?) of knowledge! 
 

However,  recently I have learned something new….. 

Did you know that shoe laces, some flat and others round, are made thus for a specific 

purpose? No, neither did I. The old boy in the cobblers told me this when I went in to 

buy a pair. 
 

Let me explain. As we all know, laces tend to come undone at the most inopportune 

time, this being of course when it is nigh impossible to fasten them. When younger it 

wasn’t a problem to cock my leg up on a low wall or fence and re-tie them, or even 

bend down to the floor. Well, my days of bending are over, and I cannot recall the last 

time my leg was cocked. Hence you may have seen me trailing laces, somewhat akin to 

the youth of today. 
 

Off to the cobblers I therefore hastened, trailing laces an’ all. That's when the mystery 

was explained to me. Flat laces do not come undone, whereas round ones do, the latter 

having been made to undo instantly, a benefit for those people having to change foot-

wear often, such as dancers and military personnel. 
 

 That was what the old cobbler told me, information I have lived without for all these 

years. So you see, there is vital information for all still to be had, without resorting to 

the good old internet. 
 

Apparently most cobblers will tell you the same thing…. all cobblers in fact! 
 

Derek Hardman 

And finally....... 
 

Why can’t you make another word using all the letters in ‘anagram’? 
(Oh, go on, try, you know you want to!) 

 
Why are there so many syllables in monosyllabic? 
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Monday to Friday 

9am—12pm, 12pm-3pm or 9am—3pm 

An independent preschool offering places for children 

from 2 years old, providing a range of activities to 

support children’s learning through play 

Contact Margaret Smithers, Early Years Teacher  

Email: hbpreschool@aol.com 

Phone: 01525 237172 

THE HEATH BAND 

Would you like to learn a brass instrument? 
Do you already learn and would like to join a group? 

 

Then come and join  
 

  THE HEATH TRAINING BAND 
 

At the Heath Barn, Eastern Way, Heath and Reach on 
Wednesday evenings (term time only) 

 

Free tuition: 6.45 to 7.45pm - instruments available 
Band practice: 7.15 to 7.45pm 

 

For more information contact: info@heath-band.co.uk 

www.heath-band.co.uk   heath-band               @heath-band 
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Worship at St Leonard’s 
 

 

4th Mar      3rd Sunday of Lent 

08.00am       Holy Communion (BCP) 

11.00am       Family Service 
 

6th Mar    

07.30apm     Holy Communion  
 

11th Mar    4th Sunday of Lent 

08.00am       Holy Communion (Order 1 traditional) 

11.00am       Parish Communion (Order 1) 
 

14th Mar      

07.30pm       Holy Communion  
 

18th Mar     5th Sunday of Lent/Passiontide 

08.00am       Holy Communion (Order 1 traditional) 

11.00am       Parish Communion (Order 1) 
 

20th Mar    

07.30pm       Holy Communion 
 

25th Mar    Palm Sunday 

08.00am       Holy Communion (Order 1 traditional) 

11.00am       Parish Communion (Order 1) 
 

29th Mar   Maundy Thursday 

7.30pm        Holy Communion 
 

30th Mar  Good Friday 

2.00pm       Details to be confirmed  
 

1st Apr       Easter Sunday   

08.00am       Holy Communion (BCP) 

11.00am       Parish Communion 
 

 


