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Team Rector: Vacant 

The Parish of St Leonard, Heath and Reach 

www.saintleonardschurch.com 

 

Team Vicar Revd. Noel McGeeney, The Vicarage, 2 Reach Lane,  

LU7 0AL,  01525 237633 

saggart@yahoo.com 

Church Wardens Br Bede Falconer CoS, 46 Chiltern Gardens, LU7 3BL 

07925 364480 

Val Cooper,  07745 364748 

  

Secretary 
  
Treasurer 
  
Freewill Offerings 

Mrs Ann Gomersall, 173 Cotefield Drive, LU7 3DT, 

01525 376572 
Mrs Jill Thomas, 46 Redwood Glade, LU7 3JT, 
01525 374175 
Mr Tony Mellodey, 12 Holts Green, Great Brickhill, 

MK17 9AJ,   01525 261552 / 07771 686005 

Administrator and Church 

Hall Bookings 

Mrs Corinna Washbrook, St Leonard’s Parish Office,  

St Leonard’s Church Hall, Leighton Road LU7 0AA.    

07502 320025     stleonardheath@gmail.com 

Office hours: 10.30am—12.30pm Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 

                               

    
GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 

Little Fishes 
  
 

Choir 
  
  
SLAP 
  
Men’s Breakfast Group 
 

Magazine Editor 

 
 

Magazine Advertising 

Mums & Toddlers, Monday 1.30 pm in the hall 
Contact: Parish Office 
 

Sundays at 10.15am in Church, Contact: Jane Newman, 

01525 237421 
 

St Leonard’s Amateur Players, Contact: 
Mrs Nicole Waldock, 01908 608304 
 

Termly, Saturdays at 8.30am. Contact Neil Forsyth on 

01525 377047  
 

Neil Forsyth, 01525 377047 , stleonardsmag@gmail.com 

 

Contact Parish Office  07502 320025 

All copy to reach Editor by 15th of the month, please 
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                       SIMPLICITY 

 

I did an assembly at Pulford’s School and the value for the half term 

was simplicity. My opening question to the children was, what 

makes you happy? I got answers like, videos, my cat, friends, family, 

having fun, games, toys, parties and my birthday. I was impressed 

that family and friends were there because when it comes down to 

it that is all we have. Simplicity is about valuing what really matters.  

Holding on to what really matters is a real challenge in our everyday lives. 
 Secondly, I asked the children what the two most important words are to live by if we 
are to live with simplicity; I said it is the difference between knowing what I want and 
what I need.  I also introduced the scripture verse from Matthew 6:21 “for where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also”. Finally, I introduced the two most important 
words as 
      ‘no thanks’ 
 

 Simplicity involves knowing these two words and when to use them. I suggest these 

two words are the most powerful words for our time.  Like any other value it gets    

easier with practice. I love the quote, ‘live simply so that others may simply live’. I really 

get motivation from this. Knowing as we do the waste at all levels of society, from food, 

clothes, landfill, and the endless need for recycling. We have choices every day for   

ourselves and our families and the action with every choice begins with the option of 

saying no thanks.  Like any other value it gets easier with practice. 

Climate change has over taken us; We need to change our consumerist behaviour; 

What has made us successful as humans is our capacity to adapt and adapt we must, if 

we are to keep the temperature of the earth from rising so much to keep island nations 

and coastal cities from flooding. Recently I watched Simon Reeve’s trips down the    

sacred rivers of India, Burma and China and I was struck by the vastness of these    

countries and their phenomenal populations. Every country must do its own         

housekeeping and every person must choose between what they want and what they 

need. However insignificant you may feel in the grand scheme of things your choices 

today matter.  Living simply is a life choice so the more we practice saying no thanks 

the better we get at it and the better we are for it. 
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New Beginnings Bereavement Support Cafe 2019 
 

Offering friendship, support and understanding 

 

Come and join us for a tea/coffee and a chat 2.30 –4.00pm 

 

 

5th May 

2nd June 

7th July 

4th August 

1st September 

6th October—Harvest Lunch at 12.30pm 

3rd November 

1st December 

 

The Spire Coffee Shop, All Saints Church, Church Square, Leighton Buzzard 

 

For more information telephone 01525 381418 

And so, a brief guide to simplicity: 
 

Less TV, more reading 
 

Less shopping, more outdoors 
 

Less clutter, more space 
 

Less rush, more slowness 
 

Less consuming, more creating 
 

Less junk, more real food 
 

Less busy work, more impact 
 

Less driving, more walking 
 

Less noise, more solitude 
 

Less focus on the future, more on the present 
 

Less work, more play 
 

Less worry, more smiles 
 

 BREATHE 
 

Now go back and read it all again! 

Noel McGeeney 
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The Parish Registers 

 

 

 

Funerals 
 

4th April   Gerald Oliver 
5th April  Edward William Tom Elliott 

12th April   Brian Lee 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

St Leonard’s Church Hall is available for hire! 

Birthday parties, wedding receptions, meetings and other      

special occasions 

 
Competitive hire rates, fully fitted kitchen and car parking 

 

To book, for more information or to check  

availability please go to saintleonardschurch.com, email      

stleonardheath@googlemail.com or call 07502 320 025. 
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Services: 

After-sales for PC, Mac & Linux 

IT support 

Wired and wireless network installations 

Internet & email assistance 
 

Troubleshooting: 

 Windows, Mac & Linux troubleshooting 

 Virus & Spyware removal 

 Fault diagnostics, repairs & upgrades  
 

Sales: 

Branded or custom PCs & Laptops 

Computer hardware & peripherals 

Software 
 

On-site visits - office hours or evenings by appointment 
 

  Computamation Services Ltd 
Est: 1999 with over 25years experience 

 

Contact: John Wallace on 01525 261381 or 07968 536068 

email: john@computamation.co.uk     web: www.computamation.co.uk 
9a Lower Way, Great Brickhill, Bucks. MK17 9AG 
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A most enjoyable evening out 
 

Here is a challenge for a few quiet minutes.  The names of at least 64  
Bible characters are concealed in the following narrative (without    
counting some of the less well-known characters, such as Ner and Er!).  
Your task is to find as many of them as you can. 
..................................................................................................................... 
 

See how well you can compete right now. After a while, if you are in a 
real jam, escape and get some fresh air, before you return to complete 
the job. 
 

It was Friday so getting our crowd together at the Maharaj on a High 
Street nearby was just us.  It was never an ultra-cool name for the place 
but it is called that because Ramoses, an eccentric from San Jose,        
philanderer that he is, with delusions of grandeur and calling himself the 
‘Maharaja’, cobbled together some cash and, with his partner from El 
Salvador, cast himself into the enterprise.  I admit it feels like a bit of a 
barn, a base for his other interests in fact—and his deli shares the   
storeroom.  It is an accident waiting to happen but the food is good and 
cheap and better than the den of thieves round the corner.  Having seen 
them at the worst times, we still support them now that things are more 
sorted.  We rang a bell and Skip, the waiter, wearing levis and a fez ran 
to show us our place.  We were glad to see that the formica had been 
replaced by granite surfaces and we were soon seated comfortably—
though the tables hemmed us into a corner.  On seeing the wine waiter, 
who was from the Sudan, I elicited his opinion on the house white.      
Ignoring the advice, Mart had a beer; I opted for the Sauvignon blanc.  

 

Eliza and Joe Lechlaban rushed in like gate crashers and were full of their 
recent holiday (they were adamant that they were honest but I’m sure 
their tales were exaggerated if not mythical).  Ebullient as ever, Simone 
gave as good as she got, telling us how, by a fluke, she caught the Athens 
ferry though she had reached Philippi late; she never lets the truth get in 
the way of a good story.   

 
 

(continued on page 9) 
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KINGSWOOD FARM 
 

BOARDING KENNELS 

AND CATTERY 
 

BRICKHILL ROAD 
HEATH AND REACH 

 
Telephone: 01525 237 777 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Proprietors: 
Anne & Bob Reeve 

 

STOKES CHIMNEYS AND 

GARDENS 
 

Qualified lady chimney sweep 

All types of stoves and chimneys 
carefully swept. 

Birds’ nests cleared 
Member of the Institute of        

Chimney Sweeps  
Garden maintenance service. 
Grass cutting, weeding, leaf      

clearing, pruning and planting etc. 
RHS qualification  

Friendly local service.  
Public liability insurance and DBS 

checked. 
Call Sue Stokes on 01 525 850622 
stokeschimneysandgardens@gmail.com 
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How can Eliza be the person she is and expect us to believe her?  Jed, 
ever the hero,   declared “At least we don’t need a cabaret with this lot 
in tonight>“  Yes, there are some real characters in our circle! 
                                                                                                 

It was time to order.  Pauline chose a Sri Lankan ham curry.  John, with his     
romantic notions, went for lamb with plenty of herbs—to quote him verbatim 
“O thyme and rosemary, the tastes of heave 
 

Michael has a habit of being abrupt and just shouted to Skip “Hi! Lemon 
chicken and rice for me!”   As a mystery special, they brought Ron a 
humdinger of a prawn vindaloo but they know him well. 
 

Most of the party talked avidly throughout the meal and, other than a 
remark from Sara habitually moaning (this time her chicken was in as 
dismal a chilli sauce as she had tasted) were there any complaints?  No. 
A high time was had by all. 
 

After that, ice cream and lychees was all they offered.  I would rather eat 
the skin of a banana than lychees, so it was a sundae (with banana   
omitted) for me.  Overall, it was a most enjoyable and rewarding        
evening. 
 

David Cansdale 

The best remedy..... 
 
 
Talking to God in my prayers, I asked Him what is the best remedy 
for a person in trouble. 
 

He answered, “Love.” 
 

“But what if that doesn’t work?” 
 

He smiled and replied. “Increase the dose.” 
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For many years, ‘Villager’, aka Geoff White wrote a very popular series of 
monthly articles on the history of the Heath and Reach and the surrounding 
area. We have been delving deep into the archives to reproduce  on an occa-
sional basis, some of these articles  and this is the first of these: 

 
The building of the Church Hall 

 
The Revd. Harper was inducted to St Leonard’s on 12th January 1955, the Revd. Flint 
having resigned and gone to St Helena aboard the SS Rhodesian Castle, taking with him 
half of the old Psalters given to him by the PCC to use in his new Parish.  By the end of 
April, the Revd. Harper had it in mind to build a Church Hall by the autumn and Mr 
Batty at the Manor was to work out a plan, with the cheapest estimate being £1600.  
The Vicar announced his plans on the Sunday,  asked Miss Bushy for a grant or a loan, 
and formed a sub-committee of Messrs Britten, Stott and Dibden.   To put the monies 
in perspective, the Quota was £37 (just about affordable) and the Fete raised £207.  
The Hall was to be for the use of the expanding Sunday School, which met in the vicar-
age, and for other functions. 
 

A fund was started, for which all members of the PCC were asked to raise £5 nand by 
October £532 was in a special account.  The sub-committee had a few qualms when 
looking at a hall in Bedford seating 250, the cost of this having been £3,000 but they 
decided to continue.  Mr Britten had given a plot of land in Reach Lane for the site of 
the hall, but the Vicar thought that the end of his garden would be handier and asked 
the Archdeacon to view it in October 1956 so work could begin in the spring of the  
following year.  The PCC were instructed that the ground must be bought for £100 and 
this they did.  Now things are never simple and two ladies complained that it was all 
men on the committee and Mr Clark and Mr Stott were subsequently replaced by Mrs 
Harper and Mrs Randall. 
 

The ground needed to be cleared in December 1957 and all on the Electoral Roll of 141 
were asked to contribute to the fund, which increased in £2 and £3 lots.  By September 
1958 the fund stood at £2325 and it was agreed to proceed on a quote of £3046.8.1d.  
In late April 1959 work was proceeding and it was hoped completion would be in time 
for the Fete. 
 

Mr Britten reported that with quarterly donations from many friends the debt would be 

cleared by June 1960.  And extra cost of £300 was asked, however for the wall lining, 

which the PCC understood was in the original price and they offered £150 or £200 at 

the most.  50 chairs were needed and a Chair Fund was opened.  The choice of crockery 

was left to the Women’s Group and the new social life of the Parish began with a Dance 

and Social with Mr Groom as MC on Saturday September 12th 1959. 
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The Revd. and Mrs Harper had come to Heath and Reach from Stevenage, where Mrs 
Harper belonged to several singing groups.  In February 1960 the Stevenage Operatic 
Society performed the Gondoliers, admission was 2/6d in aid of the Organ Fund.  The 
Gilban Singers also gave a concert.  The Hall did not satisfy the licensing authority   
however and £57 was needed for work before plays could take place and a donation of 
£25 was received when the work was finished.  New curtains had to wait until the funds 
were available.  Tables were borrowed from the Barn and the Baptist Church and the 
Men’s Group collected them. 
 

The charge for the Harvest Supper was 3/6d and the Men’s Group, Mr and Mrs        
Cunnington and the Girl Guides provided the entertainment.  The Women’s Group did 
the food and were paid for the ingredients for cakes etc. 
The hire fees set caused some trouble and Mr Dunnicliffe wrote disputing them and the 
matter was left in the hands of a Solicitor but not pursued. As a matter of interest, here 
are some examples of the first fees set: 
 

Wedding reception, 10am to 10pm, including the kitchen and crockery: £5/0/0d, with 
piano 7/6d extra and small rooms not included. 
 

The dressing rooms were 4s per hour, the small room 3s per hour, cheaper for Church 
organisations. 
 

Stewards (Bouncers!) were appointed to ensure order was kept! 
 

It took a lot of effort on the part of the PCC and others in those early days of the Hall 
and so when you trip the Light Fantastic or something, think of that first Dance 60 years 
ago! 
 

Geoff White (originally October 1996) 

 
 

Mary White wishes to thank everyone who so generously donated 
money at Geoff’s funeral.  A total of £824 has been received, which will 
be split between the three charities nominated by the family: The 
down’s Syndrome Association, Macmillan Cancer Care and St Leonard’s 
Church. 
 
Thank you again for your generosity 
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Need help with your 

garden? 
 

 

Lady Gardener 
R.H.S. Qualified  

 

Creative - Experienced  

Regular maintenance - 

One off tidy up - New 

planting and Design 
 

Tel: Caroline 07867744050 

 
 
 
 

 
To advertise 

your product or service in 
this space, call Corinna on 

07502 320025 
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For all your painting 
and decorating  
needs … 
 

 J.M.Wyatt 
 

 Painter and Decorator 
 

  

4 St Leonard’s Close 

Leighton Buzzard 

Beds 

LU7 3DF 
 

  

Tel. (01525) 379520 
 

Call for free quotation and 

 

 The most competitive prices in  

the area 

Tel: 01525 237687 
 

 Mrs Emma Smith 
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For more information on any of these events,  

phone 01525 377047 

Thursday 9th May 

COFFEE MORNING 
in the Church Hall 

10am-12.00noon 

 

 

Saturday 18th May 

MAY FAYRE 
in the Church Hall and surrounds 

from 1PM 

Sunday 30th June 

CREAM TEA 
in the Church and surrounds 

3-5pm 

Saturday 8th June 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
in the Church Hall from 83.30am 



16 

 



17 

 



18 

 

 

CHURCH COFFEE  

MORNING 
 

CHURCH HALL 
 

Thursday 9th May 

 

10.00am to 12 noon 
 

ALL WELCOME 

 
 

TRANSPORT AVAILABLE IF REQUIRED 

PLEASE TELEPHONE 07502 320025 TO ARRANGE 

 

Coffee mornings are held on the 2nd Thursday of each 

month 

 

 

Next coffee mornings after this will 

be on 13th June 
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THE SILVER LINE 
 

A helpline for older people 
 

0800 4 70 80 90 
 

“Like child abuse, loneliness carries a stigma, especially for an older   genera-
tion too proud to ask for help.  I hope by creating a helpline for older people 
The Silver Line will enable them to break through the stigma of loneliness, and 
thus save lives and comfort and protect older people in need.”  Esther Rantzen. 
 
The Silver Line is a free confidential helpline which provides; information and 
signposting to services, community and voluntary support across the country; a 
friendship service to combat loneliness; and a means of empowering those 
who may be suffering abuse. 
 
If you are feeling isolated or lonely, there is not only the helpline, but a tele-
phone befriending service, where you are matched to a trained    volunteer, 
who will phone on a weekly basis for friendship at a time  convenient to you.  
So if you feel that you would benefit from the       services of The Silver Line, 
please do not hesitate to call our 24/7 helpline on 0800 4 70 80 90. 
 
‘If you think it is for you, it is for you’. 

St Leonard’s Parish Prayer  
 
 

Living God, you have given us St Leonard 

as an example of one who extended himself  

to relieve the difficulties of others; 

 help us to know in our hearts the love you have for us all 

 so we may reach out in genuine empathy 

 to those in our community 

 who feel lonely, isolated, or overwhelmed by grief or loss. 

 Help us to grow together as a people  

united in concern for each other and love for you.  Amen 
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STEP IN TIME LINE DANCING 
 

LINEDANCING CLASS 
 

ST LEONARD'S CHURCH HALL 
 

EVERY MONDAY 
 

BEGINNERS 7.00-8.00 pm 

IMPROVERS/INTERMEDIATE 8.00-9.30 

pm 
 

COME ALONG IT'S EASY IT'S A FUN 

ENJOYABLE WAY TO KEEP FIT 

£4.50 per session 
 

Make a note in your diary 

Enquiries:Text or phone Lyn 07960 952 391 or 

01908 641069 
lynda.bass@btinternet.com 

 

 Beginners/Improvers in Southcott Community 

Hall  
Every Wednesday 7.30pm-8.30pm 

mailto:lynda.bass@btinternet.com
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The Idle Thoughts 

 

There is no returning on the road of life. The frail bridge of Time, on which we 

tread, sinks back into eternity at every step we take. The past is gone from us 

forever. It is gathered in and garnered. It belongs to us no more. 

No single word can ever be unspoken; no single step retraced. Therefore, it  

beseems us, as true knights, to prick on bravely, nor idly weep because we   

cannot now recall. 
 

A new life begins for us with every second. Let us go forward joyously to meet 

it. We must press on, whether we will or no, and we will walk better with our 

eyes before us than with them ever cast behind. 
 

(Jerome K. Jerome) 
 

Derek Hardman 
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nicole.waldock@tesco.net 

01908 608304 

Facebook.com/on77yx 

ONYX - The dynamic six piece band for your 
special event, wedding reception,             
anniversary celebration, dinner dance or 
corporate function. 

Choose your favourite songs from our          
extensive playlist for those magical mo-
ments to make your special occasion simply 
the best. 

ONYX will ensure you and your guests dance 
all night to celebrated hits from the last five    
decades. 

 

 
 

St Leonard’s Visiting Team 
 

We are a small group who enjoy meeting people and 
having a chat (maybe over a cup of tea!). 
 

If you or anyone you know is housebound, or might 
enjoy some company occasionally, please call Corinna 
on 07502 320025 and she will put us in touch. 
 

We look forward to hearing from you. 
 

Anne Chapman 
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On or For Sun 
Coffee (after 11am 

service) 
Cleaning 

5th May J&T Mellodey V Cooper 

12th May 
S Buttery &                

E Dickinson 
 

19th May A Palmer & L Page K Anwyl 

26th May A Chapman  

2nd June S Darms 
A Gomersall &            

J Thomas 

9th June H&R Ramsbotham  

16th June J Thomas & E Griffith R Young & S Darms 

23rd June 
S Buttery &                

E Dickinson 
 

30th June A Palmer & L Page V Cooper 
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And finally...... 
 

The young woman who submitted the tech support message below 
(about her relationship with her husband) presumably did it as a joke.  
Then she got a reply she didn’t expect..... 
 

The query: 
Dear Tech Support, 
Last year I upgraded from Boyfriend 5.0 to Husband 1.0 and noticed a 
distinct slowdown in overall system performance, particularly in the 
flower and jewellery applications, which operated flawlessly under    
Boyfriend 5.0.  In addition, Husband 1.0 uninstalled many other valuable 
programs, such as Romance 9.5 and Personal Attention 6.5, and then 
installed undesirable programs such as Football 5.0 and Pub 4.1.        
Conversation 8.0 no longer runs and House Cleaning 2.6 simply crashes 
the system.  Please note that I have tried Nagging 5.3 to fix these      
problems but to no avail.   Signed, Desperate. 
 

The response came: 
 

Dear Desperate, 
First keep in mind, Boyfriend 5.0 is an Entertainment Package while     
Husband 1.0 is an operating system.  Please enter command: I thought 
you loved me.hmtl and try to download Tears 6.2.  Do not forget to instal 
the Guilt 3.0 update.  If that application works as designed, Husband 1.0 
should then automatically run the applications Jewellery 2.0 and Flowers 
3.5.  However, remember, overuse of the above application can cause 
Husband 1.0 to default to Grumpy Silence 2.5, Happy Hour 7.0 or Beer 
6.1.  Please note that Beer 6.1 is a very bad program that will download 
Snoring Loudly, Beta version.  Whatever you do, DO NOT , under any  
circumstances, instal Mother-in-Law 1.0 as it runs a virus in the back-
ground that will eventually seize control or all your system resources. 
 

In addition, please do not attempt to re-instal the Boyfriend 5.0          
program.  This is an unsupported application and will crash Husband 1.0.  
In summary, Husband 1.0 is a great program but it does have limited   
memory and cannot learn new applications quickly.  You might consider 
buying additional software to improve memory and performance.  We 
recommend Cooking 3.0.  Good luck!  Tech Support Team  



27 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Monday to Friday 

9am—12pm, 12pm-3pm or 9am—3pm 

An independent preschool offering places for children 

from 2 years old, providing a range of activities to 

support children’s learning through play 

Contact Margaret Smithers, Early Years Teacher  

Email: hbpreschool@aol.com 

Phone: 01525 237172 

THE HEATH BAND 

Would you like to learn a brass instrument? 
Do you already learn and would like to join a group? 

 

Then come and join  
 

  THE HEATH TRAINING BAND 
 

At the Heath Barn, Eastern Way, Heath and Reach on 
Wednesday evenings (term time only) 

 

Free tuition: 6.45 to 7.45pm - instruments available 
Band practice: 7.15 to 7.45pm 

 

For more information contact: info@heath-band.co.uk 

www.heath-band.co.uk   heath-band               @heath-band 
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Worship at St Leonard’s 
 
 

 

 

5th May       3rd Sunday of Easter 

08.00am        Holy Communion (BCP) 

11.00am        Family Service 

 
 

7th May        

07.30pm        Holy Communion  

 

 

12th May     4th Sunday of Easter      

11.00am        Parish Communion (Order 1) 

 
 

14th May  

07.30pm        Holy Communion 
 
 

19th May     5th Sunday of Easter 

08.00am        Holy Communion (Order1traditional) 

11.00am        Parish Communion (Order 1) 
 
 

21st May       

7.30pm           Holy Communion 
 

26th May       6th Sunday of Easter 

11.00am          Parish Communion (Order 1) 
 

28th May       No Service 
 

30th May        Ascension Day 

7.30pm            Holy Communion 

 
 

 

  
 

 


