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  All Saints Leighton Buzzard 
Team Rector & Vicar of All Saints: 

Vacancy from October 2018 

The Vicarage, 

Pulford Road, LU7 1AB           

 

Curate: 

Vacancy             
 

Team Vicars: 

Rev’d Noel McGeeney          01525 237633 

Rev’d Dr. Bernard Minton          01525 372149 

Rev’d Steve Marsh           01525 838450 
 

Associate Priests:  

Rev’d Wyn Jones           01525 373638 

Canon Malcolm Grant          01525 372771 

Canon Don Brewin           01525 373644 
 

Diocesan Readers 

Roger Collor           01525 376430 

Geoffrey Huskisson           01525 757013 

Molly Bowerman           01525 374186 

Geoffrey Marchant           01525 371797 

Linda Morris           01525 371750 

Tricia Humber           01525 381184 

Laurelin Burge           01525 371849 
 

Churchwardens 

Nick Clarke           01525 234130 

Janet Wenborn           01525 370987 

John Wallace           01525 375133 
 

PCC Secretary 

Mike Sharman    pccsecretary@allsaintslb.org.uk 
 

Head Verger 

Lindsay Bevis           01525 381418 

 

All Saints Parish Office 

All Saints Church, Church Square, 

Leighton Buzzard LU7 1AE 

Open weekdays from 9am – 1pm 

Tel: 01525 381418 

Website            www.allsaintslb.org.uk 

Email:         parish@allsaintslb.org.uk 

Facebook:    All Saints Leighton Buzzard 
 

Office Manager & Vicar’s PA  

Jo Waller 
 

Director of Music & Choir Master 

Paul Dickens           01525 210210 
 

Young Adults 

James Legg            01525 379427 

 

Free Will Offering Scheme 

Tony Kempson           01525 756264 
 

Sunday Saints Co-ordinator 

Alison Dobbie           01525 759259 
 

Mothers’ Union Branch Co-ordinator 

Janet Wenborn           01525 370987 
 

Tower Liaison 

Kevin Pughe            07402 233022 

Margaret Birtles            07949 141211 
 

ACTIVE Youth Group 

Lindsay Bevis           01525 381418 
 

 

All Saints Preservation Trust            01525 217594 

30, Hockliffe St, Leighton Buzzard LU7 1HJ 

E-mail:       enquiry@allsaintspreservationtrust.org 

Website:          www.allsaintspreservationtrust.org 

 

Saints ALIVE: Items for publication to the Editors: Jo Waller & Julia Dickens, preferably by e-mail 

magazine@allsaintslb.org.uk 

Advertising: Nick Clarke, 01525 234130; njnclarke@aol.com 

Distribution: Jenny Huskisson, 01525 757013; jennyhuskisson@googlemail.com 

This magazine may not be reproduced in any form without permission. We only use images which are 

in the public domain or for which we have permission. We are happy to discuss the matter where it is 

believed this may not be the case. Views and opinions expressed in Saints Alive do not necessarily 

reflect the views of the Editors, the parish, or the Church of England. 
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Last year, Easter Day was the first of April, the Fools’ Day 

when, in the past, there was a temporary overturning of 

accepted morals, customs, and hierarchies. Peasants enjoyed a 

freedom that was normally restricted, while knowing that 

everything would go back to normal the day after.  
 

Easter Day is the day of God’s foolishness. It is a day when all our accepted 

knowledge and wisdom, all our sensible expectations and tidy rules, are overturned 

and made redundant. It is a day of profound and seismic chaos, a festival after which 

nothing has ever been or ever will be the same again.  
 

To send His beautiful, holy, loving and perfect Son to us spiteful, scared, and violent 

beasts, was foolish. To allow Him to be humiliated and torn apart was senseless. 

What is the point in such a wholesale surrender to the human and earthly forces of 

evil and decay? God simply gives in, willingly subjecting Himself to the mocking and 

scourging and hatred, for no goal whatsoever: it is a ridiculous thing that He came at 

all; much more that He let us do to Him whatever we liked. (Is it not also bleakly 

comic that the people leading the charge against Him were the ones who were 

waiting for Him most earnestly?) 
 

This is God’s foolishness, which we can’t begin to fathom or understand. The 

foolishness that loves beyond imagining or measure; that loves creatures and a 

creation that are not, and never can be, worthy of that love. A foolishness that 

overturns the sensible and the practical and the respectable. A foolishness in which 

any extreme of love is welcomed. A foolishness that embraces even pain, humiliation 

and death, embraces them as though they were welcome friends. A foolishness that 

thinks that disaster is a triumph. That says you must die in order to live. That death is 

victory. 
 

This is the Divine foolishness of wasteful, over-abundant, ridiculous love; bubbling 

forth without borders or margins or limits; never taking ‘no’ for an answer; letting 

nothing in any world get in His way. This is the foolishness that laughs in the face of 

death, that dances in the gates of hell, and mocks the pitiless entropy to which all 

things are heading.  
 

Because that is not where they are heading. Everything is overturned. Every rule 

and law of Science, or of power and authority. Everything we know is transformed; 

laughed and loved and danced into an unimaginable new life where foolishness is 

normal, and love reigns alone and supreme, in the topsy-turvy world of the New 

Kingdom. 

Bernard Minton

Easter Day and April Fools 
By Rev’d Bernard Minton 
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  Our normal pattern of services across the Ouzel Valley Team 

 

 

Sunday Saints: for age 4+ year olds, meets during 9.15am Sunday service at All Saints. 
 

All Saints Toddler Time: meets every Wednesday during term time from 9.30 – 11am in All Saints;  

£1.50 per parent / carer & child; 50p extra per child; refreshments included. 
 

ACTIVE: (Senior Youth Group for age 11+) meets on 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month; 7.15pm-8.45pm. 
 

Young Adults: meets fortnightly on Tuesdays at 8pm. See Facebook page “All Saints Young Adults”. 
 

New Beginnings Bereavement Support Café, offering friendship, support and understanding  

1st Sunday of the month, 2.30-4pm The Spire Coffee Shop, All Saints. 
 

Choir Practice: Friday evenings, Juniors 6.45pm; Adults 7.30pm. 
 

Bellringers: Practice on Monday, 7.30pm-9.30pm. 
 

Spire Coffee Shop: Tuesday, Friday & Saturday 10am-3pm. 

Contact Details on Page 2. 

All Saints 

Sundays 

8am Holy Communion 

9.15am Parish Eucharist 

11.15am All Age Service: 

    1st Sunday: Messy Mass 

    3rd Sunday: All Age Communion 

11.15am Holy Baptism (2nd & 4th Sunday) 

6pm Evening Worship 

    1st Sung Evensong, with augmented choir 

    2nd Said Evening Prayer 

    3rd Full choral Evensong followed by 

    Benediction 

    4th Said Evening Prayer 
 

Weekdays: 

Holy Communion 

7.30pm Tuesday 

(Service of Healing on 3rd Tuesday) 

12.00pm Wednesday (BCP on 1st Wednesday) 

10.00am Thursday (said with hymns) 

9.00am Saturday 

Morning Prayer: St. Hugh’s Chapel 

9.00am Monday – Friday 

Evening Prayer: St. Hugh’s Chapel 

4.30pm Monday – Friday 
 

St. Barnabas, Linslade 

Sundays 

8am Said Eucharist 

10am Parish Eucharist 

6pm Evensong  

www.linslade-parish.org.uk 

St. Leonard’s, Heath & Reach 

Sundays 

8am Holy Communion 

11am Parish Communion  

(1st Sunday: Family Service) 

For details of other services please visit: 

www.saintleonardschurch.com 
 

St. Michael’s, Eggington 

Sundays:  

1st & 3rd Sundays: 9.15am Parish Communion 
 

St. Michael’s and All Angels, Billington 

Sundays:  

11.15am Parish Communion 
 

St. Nicholas’, Hockliffe 

Sundays:  

9.30am Parish Communion 

(2nd Sunday: Family Communion) 

Plus Messy Church on an ad hoc pattern. 

Shared Prayer: 6.15pm on alternate Thursdays. 

(Venues vary – please contact Nerissa Walters  

01525 371615 for details). 
 

Good Shepherd, Greenleas School, Sandhills: 

Sundays at 9.45am 

1st & 3rd: Communion 

2nd: Messy Church 

4th: All Age Worship 
 

Service times may vary according to 

circumstances and on special occasions. 
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Worth a smile 

Nine-year-old Joseph was asked by his mother what he had learned in Sunday school. ‘Well, 

Mum, our teacher told us how God sent Moses behind enemy lines on a rescue mission to 

lead the Israelites out of Egypt. 

“When he got to the Red Sea, Moses had his army build a pontoon bridge and all the 

people walked across safely. Then, he radioed HQ for reinforcements. They sent bombers 

to blow up the bridge and all the Israelites were saved.” 

“Now, Joseph, is that really what your teacher taught you?” his mother asked, startled. 

“Well, no,” her son admitted. “But if I told it the way the teacher did, you’d never believe 

it!” 

 
With summer coming, I had to face the 

fact that my body was totally out of shape. 

So I joined a fitness club and signed up for 

the aerobics class. I got to the club, and  

there I bent, twisted, gyrated, jumped up 

and down, and perspired for an hour. But 

by the time I got my clothes off and my 

sweats on, the class was over. 

 
At a baptism the young minister was full of 

enthusiasm. He held the baby in his arms 

and speculated aloud as to the child’s 

possible future. “He may become a captain 

of industry, a great scientist, or a gifted 

teacher – someone on whom hundreds of 

young boys may model themselves.” Then 

turning to the parents in a rather grand 

manner, he asked, “And so what name do 

you give to this child?” 

Timidly, the reply came: “Amanda Jane.” 

News Roundup 
 

We are delighted to hear the news that Rev’d Cate Irvine has been appointed to 

the post of Team Rector of the Ouzel Valley Team and Vicar of All Saints.  
 

She, her husband Brian and their two sons will arrive in late June. The service of 

institution will be on Monday 1 July at 7.30pm in All Saints, to which everyone is 

invited. We know they will be warmly welcomed.  

And the requisite nod to Brexit: 
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Holy Matrimony, February: 

There were no weddings in February. 
 

‘Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate’ 

 
Holy Baptism, February: 

24: Charlotte Sybil Rump 
 

‘One Lord, one faith, one baptism’ 

 
R.I.P. February:  

4: Glenis Guess at St. Barnabas; 5: Anthony Adams at All Saints, Simon Bowler at St. 

Barnabas; 8: Ronald Drake at Crownhill; 14: Audrey Hillyer at St. Barnabas; 18: Olive Peach 

at Vandyke Road Chapel; 20: Michael Stevens at St. Barnabas; 25: Beryl Murrell at All Saints 
 

‘Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die’ 

 
Years Mind, April: 

1: Frederick Saunders; 2: Betty Ransom; 3: Isabella Campbell McKee Bell, Doris Ranger; 4: 

Gwendoline Wilson; 5: Albert Woolhead, Charles Waples, Robin Boyce; 6: Ethel Higgs; 7: 

Peter Archer; 8: William Stebbings, Elsie Hyde; 10: Florence Hyde; 11: (Sam) Henry George 

Dixon, Susan Moule, Graham Joynes; 12: Marjorie Bester; 13: Hugh Frank Delafield; 15: 

Stephen Royle; 17: Jean Rumbelow; 19: Mal Royle, Edith Foskett; 20: Burt Edgoose, Katie 

Palmer, Eddie Pool, Jamie Crossan; 21: John Macfarlane; 22: Michael Gardner, Pamela 

Webb;  23: Norman Warburton; 24: Penny Edwards; 26: Kathleen Royston; 27: David Guess, 

Doris Hyde, Zoe Walker; 28: Travers William (Bill) Ellison; 30: Janet Lee 

 

Parish Registers 

 

LEIGHTON BUZZARD MUSIC 
LIVE PROFESSIONAL CONCERTS 

Saturday 13th April 2019 at 7:30PM 

Prince Bishops Brass 
 

The welcome return of the brilliant brass ensemble 

from County Durham:  
 

Venue: St Barnabas Church, Linslade, LU7 2NR 

Tickets £14, Friends of LBMC £12.50, Students £5, 

Accompanied children 16 and under FREE  

Available from Room No 9, High St, and  

Selections, 32 High St. Leighton Buzzard or on the door, 

or Book Online now*. (*A booking fee of 3.45% applies)  
Further details at www.lbmusic.co.uk 
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Pulford VA Lower School 
Head Teacher: Mr Dave Heather 

Office Manager: Mrs Alison Quick 

Tel: 01525 372188 

Website: www.pulford.beds.sch.uk 
 

What a busy and exciting time it is at Pulford Lower School. 

A veritable hive of activity with so much to update you on! 

Fundraising activities, a musical production, Easter gardens,  

plans for the yearly Football Festival and details of a very special visitor to the school! 
 

Firstly let’s you give you an update on some recent fundraising events. A recent bake 

sale raised a wonderful £262.84 which will help pay for the costumes and scenery for 

the upcoming Year 4 Drama performance of Joseph and His Amazing Technicolour 

Dreamcoat (more of that later!). The School Council purchased red noses for all the 

children to celebrate Comic Relief on March 15th, donations were taken to cover the 

costs. A great way to ensure that all the school could show their support by wearing a 

novelty nose. 
 

As we journey through Lent the children have been working hard on creating Easter 

Gardens. Every year the children are encouraged to get artistic and make an Easter 

Garden to bring into school and be set on display at All Saints. Materials used range from 

chocolate crispies, soil and stones to LEGO bricks. This is a lovely tradition for the 

children to show what the Easter story means to them. Keep an eye out at the Church to 

see them displayed! 
 

The year has got off to a busy start for the PTA with a new committee being elected at 

the AGM in January. Donating £10,000 to the school during the 2017-18 academic year 

the PTA have already given £2000 this year towards an outdoor stage. This idea came 

directly from the School Council where they plan to use this stage for singing, dancing, 

performing and acting. What a wonderful idea! Plans are now underway for the Football 

Festival which will be held on 18th May. Like previous years the PTA are on the look-out 

for volunteers and sponsors. A fun day for all the family there will be refreshments, a 

BBQ, raffle and of course, football! Please get in touch via the school if you are 

interested in helping out.  
 

The Year 4 pupils are preparing for a ‘theatrical extravaganza’ as rehearsals are now 

well underway for their performance of “Joseph and his Amazing Technicolour 

Dreamcoat”. The children have been enjoying learning to sing the songs and treated 

their special visitor to a rendition of Joseph's Dreams. Who was their guest? The Lord-

Lieutenant of Bedfordshire, Helen Nellis! While there she hosted an assembly for years 

1-4, had an interactive tour of the school and a scrumptious tea with the School Council, 

Staff and Governors. 

Dave Farlam, Pulford Lower School Governor

A church school for  

a whole community 



8 

 

  

BILLINGTON 

VILLAGE HALL 

Available for hire 
Capacity approximately 100 

Good car parking 

Special rates for regular 
weekly bookings 

Please contact 
078 3509 7932 

 
T'ai Ji for Health 
St Barnabas' Community Hall 

Linslade 
Every Thursday during term time 

Beginner Class: 6.30pm – 8.00 pm 
Regular Class: 7.30pm – 9.30 pm 

Yang style 88 form 
Qijong Exercises 
Pushing Hands 

Stances 
Contact John Lau 01525 382695 
or email : jl2007bj@gmail.com 

for further information 

 

APPEAL TO RECYCLE  

UNWANTED PRESENTS 
 

All Saints Preservation Trust is 
once again appealing for any 
duplicated or unwanted 
Christmas presents you may 
have received, to sell on their 
stall on May Day.  

 

Please drop them in to Dillamore Furnishers in the High Street. They 
should be in their original packaging. All proceeds will go towards the 
repair and maintenance of our church. But please, no bric-a-brac or 
used items. 
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An amazing 63 people took part in our questionnaire – thank you! 

30% have heard of the 5th Mark of Mission of the Anglican Communion: “To strive to 

safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth” 

 

What you told us about things you already do as individuals: 

• 90% recycle / re-use 

• 60-70% buy local, consider packaging when you shop and compost 

• 50-60% drive less and avoid flying 

• 30-40% have renewable energy, buy organic and grow your own food 

 

What you suggested we could do at All Saints: 

 

 

                               *LOAF is Local, Organic, Animal-friendly and Fairtrade food. 

 

Some of your ideas of other things you’d like us to explore: 

• Car/lift sharing/reduce car use 

• Turn down the heating 

• Grey water system 

• Information board 

• Switch off lights  

• Look after wildlife in the Churchyard 

 

And finally, this image summarises your responses  

to the question: 

“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it”. 

What do you understand by this verse from Psalm 24? 

Esther Clarke

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Energy saving

Reduce waste

Explore renewables

Pray about it

More LOAF Food*

Eco Church Congregation Survey  
Results Summary 
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PULFORD PRE-SCHOOL OPEN EVENING  

24TH APRIL 2019 4.00PM – 5.00PM 

• Do you have a child who is turning 3 years old by  

31st August 2019 or do you have a family member that is?   

• Are you looking for a Pre-School place that provides an inclusive, 

safe, caring, stimulating, challenging and Christian environment?   

If so, please come along to our next open evening, where you will be able to 

meet the Pre-School team and have an informal chat whilst looking around the 

setting.   

Full details can be found on the school website - www.pulford.beds.sch.uk 

under the Pre-School.  

All applications will need to be received by 3rd June 2019 for September 2019 

start. 

Entry to the Pre-School for the Open Evening will be via the side entrance 

towards the top of the hill, where the staff will be looking forward to seeing 

you! 
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On a musical note…..  
The Recorder: a musical instrument 

 

I have recently started playing the recorder again in a band for Messy Mass and Forest 

Church. This has been a very enjoyable experience and perhaps this article will 

encourage others to join me, perhaps in an All Saints Consort? 
 

Most people’s experience of the descant recorder may well be painful at school or 

with their children learning to play. However we should not underestimate the 

importance of learning to “make” live music in these days of downloading, streaming 

and wall to wall digital music. The family of recorders, sopranino, descant, treble, tenor 

and bass, can make beautiful music which adds atmosphere in a variety of situations 

such as in church services, mediaeval banquets, plays and for dancing. The instrument 

fits well with other acoustic instruments such the guitar, other stringed instruments and 

percussion.  
 

It has a long history and similar instruments have 

probably been played since the 13th century. It was 

certainly very common in the Middle Ages and was 

important in the Tudor Courts. Incidental recorder music 

is still used in Shakespearian Plays. Music has been 

composed by Praetorius, Monteverdi and Purcell. In the 

Renaissance, Bach and Handel both composed for the 

instrument. One of Bach’s Brandenburg Concertos is for 

an exciting combination of oboe, treble recorder, 

trumpet and strings. The more familiar transverse flute 

replaced the recorder for several centuries but there has 

been a 20th century revival in schools as a cheap 

accessible instrument as well as a serious musical  

instrument. Recent music has been composed by Britten and Rubbra. 
 

I have played the recorder for the last 50 years and I first started at evening classes at 

Morley College, Lambeth, London. Since then I have played in a variety of consorts at 

College, Holy Cross Church Greenford, jointly with a church in Essen Germany and with a 

local Consort in Linslade.  
 

In Greenford, the consort was based on Holy Cross Church and a rector and a curate 

were included in the group. We formed a syndicate to buy a bass recorder which I 

inherited when we moved to Leighton Buzzard (see photo). We played for a Mediaeval 

Banquet, for a Tudor Play, for church services, in concerts and for Morris Dancing. More 

recently I have played with Paul’s band at Messy Mass, All Age Worship and at Forest 

Church with other musicians including descant, treble and tenor recorders, clarinet, 

guitar and violin. Perhaps soon we will have an All Saints Consort?  

Brian Bainbridge
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Calendar of Events 

All Saints 

3rd April 

Lunch Club in the North Transept, All Saints 1pm.  

Tickets £5.00 available from the Coffee Shop. 

Baptism Preparation Evening All Saints 8pm 

 

 

7th April  

New Beginnings Bereavement Support Café  

Coffee Shop, All Saints 2.30pm – 4pm 

 

23rd April 

Young Adults: Film Night Minority Report, All Saints, 8pm 

Based on a story by famed science fiction writer Philip K. Dick, "Minority Report" is an 

action-detective thriller set in Washington D.C. in 2054, where police utilize a psychic 

technology to arrest and convict murderers before they commit their crime. Tom Cruise 

plays the head of this Precrime unit and is himself accused of the future murder of a 

man he hasn't even met. 

 

26th April 

Crafty Natter All Saints 1.30pm - 3.30pm 

 

28th April 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting All Saints 11am 

Bereavement Service All Saints 3pm 

 

Hockliffe: 

Easter Egg Hunt, St. Nicholas Hockliffe, Saturday 20th April 

 

Eggington:  

11th May Hogroast,  

Eggington House, 12 noon.  

£15 for adults; £7:50 children under 14.  

Please contact Angela Dyer on 01525 210420  

or Mrs. Martine Tournay on 01525 210124  

to reserve places.   
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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 2019 
 

14th April: Palm Sunday 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.00am  Parish Communion, beginning with a Palm 

Sunday procession from the Market Cross 

6.00pm Stations of the Cross 
 

Holy Week 
A series of addresses will be given by Lay preachers and 

 The Venerable David Middlebrook 

 “The Seven Last Words of Christ from the Cross” 

Weekday Eucharist at 8.00pm 

15th April   Father, forgive them  

16th April   Truly I say to you      

17th April   Woman, behold your son  
 
 

18th April: Maundy Thursday 

10.00am  Holy Communion 

7.30pm  Commemoration of the Last Supper with foot washing and 

  Procession to the Altar of Repose 

                Address by The Venerable David Middlebrook 

9.00pm   Gethsemane Watch  

  The Church will be open for prayer at the Altar of Repose until 

  midnight; it would be good to have numbers of people.  

  The Watch will conclude with prayers at midnight. 
 
 

19th April: Good Friday 

11.15am  March of Witness Service at the Market Cross 

12noon   Meditative service of music and readings 

12.45pm  The Preaching of the Cross – The Venerable David Middlebrook  

2.00pm   The Liturgy of the Cross 
 
 

Saturday 20th April 

9.00am   Service of Quiet Reflection 

9.00pm   The Easter Vigil and First Eucharist of Easter –  

  followed by cheese and wine. 
 

21st April: EASTER DAY 
8.00am    Holy Communion 

9.15am    Parish Communion 

11.15am   Messy Mass for Easter 

6.00pm     Festal Evensong 
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Spotlight on….  

      The Mothers’ Union 

She was born on New Year’s Eve 1828 into a 

comfortable family in Manchester. In 1876, now 

married to an Anglican clergyman and with a new 

grandchild, she remembered how overwhelmed she 

sometimes felt when she had her children. So in her 

vicarage home, she held the first meeting of what was 

to become a worldwide organisation of over 4 million 

members in 84 countries – The Mothers’ Union. I 

wonder what she would think of how her fledging 

group has developed. She was Mary Sumner and 

became the first MU President. Look her up; she was 

quite a woman! 
 

The MU nowadays still has Mary’s vision 

incorporated into its Aim, Purpose and Objectives, to 

support marriage and family life. The group here in 

Leighton Buzzard is 20 strong and we meet regularly 

throughout the year for services, diocesan events and 

social activities. A few years ago, it started the Crafty 

Natter Group in All Saints, to which anyone can come 

along. It supports the church’s fetes and bazaars and 

provides the Simnel Cake on Mothering Sunday. 

Individual members are involved in most aspects of 

parish life. Last year our social meetings included 

watching a DVD with ice creams in the interval (!), a 

beetle drive with a difference and an outing to St 

Albans. This year it’s another DVD to watch and a trip 

to Cambridge planned so far.  
 

Lady Day, the Feast of the Annunciation, on 25th 

March, is celebrated by members as is their Wave of 

Prayer. This runs through the year with each group in  

each diocese worldwide praying and being remembered. The Leighton Buzzard group 

will be taking its part on 22th June. 
 

Our programme is advertised in the Saints Alive magazine, the newssheet and on the 

North Transept notice board. We welcome visitors or new members. Why not give us a 

try – or come along to Crafty Natter. 

Rosemary Warburton 

The MU banner was cleaned and 

repaired last year by one of our 

members. 
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  St. Nicholas, Hockliffe 

Vicar: Rev’d Noel McGeeney 

Tel: 01525 237633 
 

Churchwardens: 

Julia Dickens 210210 
Nerissa Walters 371615 

Looking forward to the Launch of 

 “The Friends of Saint Nicholas” 
We are delighted to announce the creation of a new 

Friends of St. Nicholas. To launch this group there will be 

an Auction of Promises to be held on Saturday 25th May 

from 2-4pm at The Old White Horse (opposite The White 

Hart). Grateful thanks to Nick and Maria Evans who will 

host this event, and will lead the new group; and to the 

many generous donors who have already offered “lots” 

to be auctioned.       Julia Dickens 

 

 
 
 
 

Easter Egg Hunt 
 

Saturday 20th April 
2.30-4.30pm 

St Nicholas Church, Hockliffe 
 

Whilst the children are hunting Easter eggs and having fun 

with quizzes and making the Easter garden, there will be 

delicious homemade Easter cakes and refreshments to 

enjoy in the beautiful setting of St. Nicholas church 

whatever the weather!  

 

The Easter Egg Hunt is free so come and join us. All are 

welcome.   
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The Church’s One Foundation? Exploratory excavations (3 recently dug large holes) 

outside our vestry have unfortunately revealed that the clay has shrunk and caused 

cracking of the vestry walls, which are a Victorian extension to the ancient main fabric 

that is not affected. Advice is awaited from the architect and builder on the building 

repairs necessary and the cost. The organ will be covered up and possibly out of action 

during rebuilding. Hopefully the electricity distribution system on an adjoining wall will 

not be affected. 
 

Chapel of Ease (Easychap?). The final details are almost agreed, leading to St Michael’s 

adoption as a Chapel of Ease linked to St Leonard’s. We will remain financially 

independent, and have services, weddings etc. as usual, so hopefully it will be a 

seamless transition. The church officials hope to become part of the St. Leonard’s team. 
  

Messy Mass. This is a new venture led by Mrs Linda Morris, our cherished lay reader, 

who has worked hard to organise the first service on Sunday 14th April in the village hall 

from 11:00am to 12:30pm. This is an all-age event so hopefully we will have families 

coming along for the service and refreshments. Details from Linda on 01525 371750. 
 

Hogroast at Eggington House on Saturday 11th May.   

Following the first very enjoyable and 

successful event last year, we look 

forward to another on the 11th May at 

12:00 noon. Pre-booking is £15 for adults 

and £7:50 for children under 14 yrs. 

Please contact Mrs. Angela Dyer on 01525 

210420 or Mrs. Martine Tournay on 

01525 210124 to reserve places.   

Meat and vegetarian options will be available. There will be various entertainments 

including a band, games and archery and a licensed bar. 9 Stands will be selling local 

produce. There is plenty of car parking and a huge wedding marquee. The gardens are a 

splendid setting for this event, which will be opened by Rev Noel McGeeney. Proceeds 

are to benefit St Michael’s Church restoration. 
 

Music. Despite our small congregation at St Michael’s, we usually have a soprano solo by 

Mrs. Carol Hart and accompaniment for some of the hymns by Monty and Oswald 

Johnston on strings and cornet. More singers and players are welcome to have a go. 

Instrumental parts can be provided in advance.     David H Cox 

 

 

  
St. Michael’s, Eggington 

Vicar: Rev’d Noel McGeeney 

Tel: 01525 237633 
 

Churchwardens: 

Carol Hart 384634 
Paul Brown 751861 
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The Gentleman 
Gardener 

 
Let your local RHS  

qualified gardener make 
 your garden beautiful,  

from simple garden 
 maintenance to 

 redesigning your garden. 

 

Please call Barry  
01525 222451 or 07541 196384  

to pop round to have a chat. 
 

Chiropractic 
McTimoney – Corley 

Technique 
A gentle, effective, whole body 

treatment 
Backache. Headache. Migraine. 

Neck problem. Sports injuries. Sore 
muscles or just “out of sorts”? 

Eileen Naples 
BSc. DC(OCC), MBAAC 

Telephone (01525) 377 384 

St Leonard’s Church Hall 

Heath and Reach 
 

Refurbished Hall available for hire. 
Regular or occasional bookings 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Capacity approx 130 

Easy access. Car parking 
Contact 07502 320 023 

stleonardheath@gmail.com 

36 High Street, Leighton  
Buzzard, Beds, LU7 1EA 

 01525 372 204 
 

  Selections 
Pet, Gift and Garden. 

 Kitchen & workshop  
       DIY & repairs 
  Games & models 

 

selections_pet_garden 
www.selections-

web.co.uk/petandgarden 

  

 

    
Physiotherapy at “All About Me Fitness” 

21a High Street, Leighton Buzzard, LU7 1DN 
Located in the service road between Waitrose and Argos 

 

Grace Jackson MCSP MSc HCPC Registered  
Tuesday and Friday 

    grace@jacksonphysio.com              07966 240784  
 

Diana O’Reilly MCSP GradDipPhys HCPC Registered 

Monday and Thursday 

enquiries@takecontrolphysio.co.uk   07912 062778 

Holistic Therapies 

Reflexology 

Reiki & Anusha Healing 

Holistic Massage 

Crystal Therapy 

Angel Therapy 

Holistic Beauty 

Treatments 

 

t: 01525 237960 m: 07989 839746 

e: info@whitewingswellbeing.com 

www.whitewingswellbeing.com 

40 Thomas Street, Heath & Reach, Leighton Buzzard, Beds. LU7 0AN 
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Word has come through to us today, Sunday 17th March, that a new Rector/Vicar has been 

appointed for the Ouzel Valley Team. We are so pleased that Revd. Cate Irvine has been 

offered the post and has agreed to take it. It is with a sense of excitement and anticipation 

that we wait for Cate, her family and her menagerie to come and live in Leighton Buzzard. 

They will all be warmly welcomed. 
 

Before Christmas last year a lady in the village had a very nasty fall. She was carrying 

something downstairs, tripped and badly broke her femur. Ursula Goss, who has lived in 

Gaddesden Turn for many years, was overwhelmed by the good wishes and flowers she 

received from concerned villagers and others. She has requested that through the pages of 

Saints Alive she could thank all those who thought of her and wished her well. She is very 

appreciative. Ursula is now on the mend but it will take time for her to be completely back to 

normal. 
 

We seem to have lost count of the number of Murder Mystery plays that have been 

performed by the B A D players. After all this time we haven’t worked out why people would 

pay good money for an evening of ham acting by “actors” reading from their scripts. It must 

be the delicious meal provided by Bet Edwards (and latterly Mike Lennard) and the village 

hall committee. Whatever the reason we are grateful to all those who supported this 

venture and in doing so raised the finances of the Village Hall and St Michael and All Angels 

considerably. Special thanks to all the cast but particularly to our director and producer 

Sharon Wilmore without whose drive and attention to detail the play would never take off. 

Anyone interested in taking part in further productions please contact Sharon on 374068. 
 

Our WI meeting in March was our AGM. We all enjoyed watching the video of Julia’s brave 

abseil from the Spinnaker Tower in Portsmouth. Even to watch it was frightening. 

Unfortunately we have come to the conclusion that to carry on with a WI branch in Billington 

is not viable as the numbers for various good reasons have decreased. We will however meet 

on 11th April at 7.45pm in the village hall when Dr Alison Twigley will speak to us on “My Life 

as an Anaesthetist”. 
 

The Friday Village Teas continue on the 1st Friday of each month from 3-5pm. Do come 

along to enjoy tea, coffee, cakes and scones and most importantly a friendly chat, an 

opportunity to catch up in what is going on in the village. 
 

Look out for more events listed in next month’s Saints Alive including the Jo Cox tea party 

and Italia Day. 

Sandra Brewin

 

 

St. Michael & All Angels, 

Billington  
Vicar: Rev’d Steve Marsh 

Tel: 01525 838450 
 

Churchwardens: 

Sandra Brewin 373644 

Julia Haviland 850380 
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It was Boxing Day. My family sat, desperately struggling to 

appear interested. Over the meal, I was describing my article to 

them — Joy: a fruit of the Spirit. Two or three glasses of wine 

weren’t helping, either. It also didn’t help that there are several 

other words to mean joy. There’s delight, gladness and pleasure, 

to start with. 
 

Whatever word we use, joy is just a fleeting gladness based on 

circumstances. It is a feeling which comes from opening the 

Christmas Day gift and finding something inside we had always 

wanted. The same feeling comes from watching your child take 

his or her first walking steps. That feeling of pleasure and delight 

is soon gone. 
 

Sometimes Christians downplay the meaning of joy. This does nothing to dispel the 

myth that Christians are individuals who enjoy being miserable and thus making others 

miserable, too. Whereas nothing could be further from the truth. 
 

The joy talked about as fruit of the Spirit in Galatians, however, does last. It is the 

positive and cheerful outlook of the person who has been called by God, and who 

understands what it is to follow His way of life. Real joy is a gift from God. It is something 

He wants us to give and demonstrate to others, unselfishly.  
 

Why demonstrate joy? Well, for one, it might dispel those myths I mentioned earlier. 

Besides, if we truly believe what God has told us, then we have plenty to rejoice about. 

Yes, in life we shall have times of sadness and mourning. Death of a loved one leaves us 

feeling totally wrung out. Redundancy does the same. During these moments, 

demonstrating joy is easier said than done. 
 

However, even in times of sorrow and tears, there is an underlying joy which comes 

from God’s plan for us (including the resurrection of loved ones and the solving of 

problems in our lives). 
 

Apostle John gives us an example of joy. In his letter to Gaius, he said: “For I rejoiced 

greatly when brethren came and testified of the truth that is in you, just as you walk in 

the truth. I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in the truth.” (3 John 

1:3-4).  
 

“The Fruit of the Spirit is …”  
     Galatians 5.22 

In a series of articles concentrating on different 

expressions of the Spirit’s activity in our lives,  

Linda Morris discusses  

     Joy 
 



21 

 

  This is something I understand. I really do. I have in the past moved on; leaving 

behind a project I had started. I learned with great joy that after I had gone, the 

project, my ‘baby’, continued to flourish. You could describe this as a ‘selfish pleasure’. 

You may be right but it still makes me smile knowing the project still continues. God 

was with me then as He is now. I have never needed to look back. 
 

How is our growth in the fruit of Joy progressing? To answer this we need to ask 

ourselves a few questions: 

• What is our outlook on life; glass half-full or half-empty?  

• Do we get pleasure in reading the truth from the bible or are we more inclined to 

believe what others tell us?  

• Do we complain about others, or do we encourage others?  

And finally, the big one:  

• How would other people describe us?  
 

Life can bring us down. We live every day with stressful jobs, illness, economic strain, 

and dangerous situations. We live with people who are negative and grumpy and who 

call our faith into question. It’s difficult to demonstrate joy on these occasions. But 

there are still things we can do. 
 

 When alone with God (your quiet time 

or prayer time), try to think of five things 

which have got you through your day, and 

tell this to him. (He already knows, of 

course, but enjoys hearing it from you.) You 

can tell him more than five but don’t worry 

if you can only think of one (even if it’s the 

smile you got from the girl at the checkout 

counter at Sainsbury’s). 
 

 Think about those things in your life that 

you are finding difficult, bring them to God. 

Think how it will change when Christ 

returns. 
 

 Send texts, or messages of encouragement. Leave messages of hope on Facebook. 

Phone that friend you haven’t spoken to in ages. 
 

 Realise that God can transmit this divine quality right up into your personality – and 

this will be His joy, once it starts to flow up into you. You won’t be able to help but feel 

it.  
 

Once you have it, share it. You’ll have joy to keep, joy to give away and joy to last you 

through your days. 
 

Smile! God is real and doesn’t lie. 

Linda Morris 
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  Good Shepherd, Sandhills  

Vicar: Rev’d Steve Marsh 

Tel: 01525 838450 
 

Churchwardens: 

Steve Nixon 

Hazel Farlam 

 Choosing an App for Lent 

There are so many resources available for Bible Study groups and daily reflection aimed at 

those observing Lent. Members of the Church of the Good Shepherd have been trying out a 

range of paid for and free apps and book based resources.  

In our house group our Lent bible study will be based on ‘Christ and the Chocolaterie’ - by 

Hilary Brand: A Lent course from the movie 'Chocolat' which will be particularly challenging 

for those that have given up chocolate for Lent. 

Stuart, who is possibly our most energetic member of the church, has been trying out the 

Abide app. We asked him for a review and this is what he told us: 

“I've been using the Abide App for over six months now. It's a great way to start every day 

feeling really positive and putting God at the very centre of your day and life. Audio-based, 

the Abide App focuses on a daily Bible reading encompassing prayer, reflection, meditation 

and discernment. You can choose from four different lengths of two minutes, five, 10 and 15. 

So no matter how busy you are you can always squeeze this in. But it's so good that I've 

always wanted to make time for God and do at least 10 minutes each morning or evening.” 

“The free version is limited in content but a good place to start to see if this App suits you. 

The small investment in the full Abide App (less than £30 per year) is truly worth every penny, 

and I feel so very blessed to have found it.” 

I’ve been trying out the Church of England’s Lent Pilgrim app. Like Stu, I wanted something 

that I could easily fit into my day, give me a moment to learn, pray and reflect. Each daily 

reflection is based on the Beatitudes and there is a reading, commentary, prayer and a 

question to provoke further thought or action. The app is free with no ads and was easy to 

download and use. There is an option to read the text or listen. It takes about five minutes 

each day to listen to, but I find I have lots of questions at the end of it. There is a ‘next steps’ 

option which suggests joining in with a local group using ‘The Pilgrim Course’ which sounds 

ideal for picking up on those questions.  

Gwyneth, who recently moved from Leicester, used a book-based resource at her former 

house group during Lent last year. ‘The Things He Carried’ by the Bishop of Chelmsford, Rt 

Revd Stephen Cottrell, was used for the Lent course. 

Gwyneth, said: “It was gruesome in places. There was talk about blood and gore that was 

pretty realistic leading up to the crucifixion. It showed how much Jesus was despised. When 

thinking about Easter we almost discard the suffering bit. The book was set out with chapters 

with reflection questions for discussion and there was a huge amount of discussion. I have 

met Stephen Cottrell before and he’s into total honesty. We felt his book was real with no 

pussy- footing around.” 

Jo Bellamy
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      Dunstable Decor / DIY Services (Kirkstone Drive-SW) 

  Home 01582 700944 or Mob. 07745 979276 
     Decorating - to include wallpaper, gloss and emulsion etc.  
     All Property maintenance duties to your home carried out  
         in a professional manner. For example:- 
     Laminate wooden flooring – clean & precise fitting. 
     Garden - grass, hedges, shed felt, decking, fences, gates.  
     Drives, paths & patios Powerwashed (clean & non-slip). 
     Shelving, flat pack assy, blinds/curtains, pictures/mirrors. 
     Hire me for the day to complete your ‘must do’ tasks! 
     Friendly, courteous and reliable service – free quotes/advice. 

     Fully insured (1M Public liability)          Thank you.  John 

Palmer’s 

Auto-smart 

 
 

Mobile valeting service 

All types of vehicles valeted, from a 

quick wash to a full detailing service 

07506 351 068 

 

Dillamore 

Funeral Service 

Established 1923 

Pre-paid funeral plans 

Monumental services 

16 Old Road, Linslade 

Leighton Buzzard 

Beds, LU7 2RF 
 

Phone (01525) 372210 

info@dillamorefuneralservice.co.uk 

www.dillamorefuneralservice.co.uk 

 

CARPENTRY & JOINERY SPECIALIST 

 
David Casey 
Carpenter 
32 Ave Grimaldi 
Luton 
LU3 1TJ 

Phone 01582 899 654 
Mobile 0780 1234 629 
E-mail mail@davidcasey.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A listening ear with someone who cares 

HEATHER ANDREW  

ACCREDITED CHRISTIAN COUNSELLOR 

Offering counselling therapy uniquely tailored 

That is integrative and creative 

Working with adults, covering issues including 

Stress; Anxiety; Family & relationship issues 

Depression; Low self – esteem; 

Loss & bereavement 

07434 628446 
heather@takecarecounselling.com 

takecarecounselling.com 
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