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All copy to reach Editor by 15th of the month, please 
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Give me Joy in my Heart 
“Time flies in the blink of an eye.” Or so the saying goes. 

That is how I would describe, not only the last fifteen years 

of my life as rector of this team of parishes, but of over 

thirty eight years of ordained ministry in the Church of     

England.  When I look into a mirror, on the outside I see an 

aging man with greying temples.   

But on the inside I still feel like the young man who walked 

into an unknown future as he processed through Canterbury  Cathedral on the day of 

his ordination back in 1980. Now, in 2018 that future has become my past as I prepare 

for retirement at the end of  September. 
 

In particular, they say that time seems to fly by when you are enjoying yourself and  

perhaps that is the main reason why those years seem to have sped by. My experiences 

in parochial ministry have, in the main, been joyful. I say “joyful” rather than “fun-filled” 

quite deliberately. Much of the time it has, indeed, been a lot of fun but most of the 

time it has also been joyful. 
 

 Joy is what lies at the very heart of Christian experience. As the American author and 

evangelist, Samuel Gordon, once wrote, 

“Joy is a distinctly Christian word and a Christian thing. It is the reverse of happiness. 

Happiness is the result of what happens of an agreeable sort.  Joy has its springs deep 

down inside, and that spring never runs dry, no matter what happens. Only Jesus gives 

that joy. He had joy, singing its music within, even under the shadow of the cross. It is 

an unknown word and thing except as he has sway within.” 

As the Olympic athlete Eric Liddell, of Chariots of Fire fame, once said “When I run I 

feel God’s pleasure.” I think I could say that when I minister in Christ’s name I can feel 

his joy. This is true when I am laughing with someone but it’s also true when I am 

standing alongside them in their pain or when I am going through a gruelling time    

myself. That joy comes from knowing that, by the grace of God, I am fulfilling my     

vocation to minister in Christ’s name and to bring his presence into every situation. 
 

It is my hope that Christ’s joy will sustain me in whatever future he has planned for me 

and I hope that same joy will continue to sustain the  people of the parishes within the 

Ouzel Valley Team.  

Thank you for the joy I’ve found in ministering among you.  
 

And, by the way, it’s also been a lot of fun! 
 

God Bless 
 

Canon Grant 
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                 An Invitation to a 
    Service of Healing with Holy Communion 
 
There are two opportunities in September and October to deepen our awareness and 
encounter with inner healing. The first is on Sunday afternoon, 30th September, 4pm at 
St. Leonard's, a slide presentation called Freedom Work: on forgiveness, reconciliation 
and healing. This will help to clarify and deepen understanding of the world of  inner 
healing. 
 

On Sunday 21st October there will be a Holy Communion service 3pm with prayer for 
inner healing and anointing. There is now a healing ministry team in place to conduct 
the service and offer follow up prayer. 
 

Jesus desires that we live life in all it's fullness here and now, (John 10:10) hence the 
need for on going spiritual healing. I am not saying we have to be happy all the time, 
but I am saying that Jesus offers us deep inner peace as a bedrock to our lives. Another 
core verse that invites spiritual healing is John 8:31 “if you make my word your home 
you will indeed be my disciples, you will learn the truth and the truth will make you 
free”. It is always Christ who heals and his healing involves the whole person.  
 

The fullness of life which is Christ's wish for us is only possible if we are able to accept 
ourselves as Christ made us and are convinced that we are truly precious in his sight. 
This is called healing of the self image and is the first step towards healing of our      
relationships with others through forgiveness and the healing of our memories through 
changing the way in which we remember the past. There is no question of a special 
technique: it is simply a matter of willingly and honestly bringing all our past hurts and 
resentments before Christ and asking him to heal them while giving us the power to 
forgive.  
 

When inner healing does not take place in response to our prayer it is almost always 
because of a variety of barriers which we place in its way such as lack of self acceptance 
or lack of genuine repentance. Our focus is on inner spiritual healing so as to be free to 
live the fruits of the Holy Spirit.  
 

In the presentation called Freedom Work on September 30th I will discuss in detail five 
barriers to inner healing which are: lack of self acceptance, unrepentance,                  
unforgiveness, guilt and shame. To rid ourselves of any of these we need to understand 
them. Toxic thinking poisons the mind and the heart. Inner spiritual healing is the     
antidote. We can truly be freed from negative thoughts and restored into the image 
and likeness of God.  
 

Please put the dates and times in your diary and come along to both events, and if you 
know anyone who needs inner healing please invite them. 
 

Rev. Noel  
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The Parish Registers 

 

Baptisms 
 

15th July   Henry Arthur Scrivener 
25th August    Edward and Max Pereira 

 

Service of Thanksgiving 
 

23rd June   Louis Frederick Meehan 
 

Blessing Service   
 

5th August    Oscar Edward Chandler 
  

Naming Service 
 

25th August   Harley Rose Jenny Redwood 

 

 

 

 

 

St Leonard’s Church Hall is available for hire! 

Birthday parties, wedding receptions, meetings and other      

special occasions 

 
Competitive hire rates, fully fitted kitchen and car parking 

 

To book, for more information or to check  

availability please go to saintleonardschurch.com, email      

stleonardheath@googlemail.com or call 07502 320 025. 
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Services: 

After-sales for PC, Mac & Linux 

IT support 

Wired and wireless network installations 

Internet & email assistance 
 

Troubleshooting: 

 Windows, Mac & Linux troubleshooting 

 Virus & Spyware removal 

 Fault diagnostics, repairs & upgrades  
 

Sales: 

Branded or custom PCs & Laptops 

Computer hardware & peripherals 

Software 
 

On-site visits - office hours or evenings by appointment 
 

  Computamation Services Ltd 
Est: 1999 with over 25years experience 

 

Contact: John Wallace on 01525 261381 or 07968 536068 

email: john@computamation.co.uk     web: www.computamation.co.uk 
9a Lower Way, Great Brickhill, Bucks. MK17 9AG 

 

 

Badminton Club 

Friday evenings (8 - 10 pm) 
 
Tiddenfoot Leisure Centre 

 friendly 

 mixed abilities 

 non-league  

 Free trial 

Established over 30 years 

KEEP FIT ~ ENJOY LIFE 

01525 381337 
01525 261552 
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A Warden’s Tale. 
 

On a beautiful sunny Saturday morning, bright and early, Bede and I had a lovely trip 
over to Kempston to be sworn in as churchwardens for yet another year. There were 
several of us there and even more attendees for the new churchwardens’ training day. 
Bede and I didn’t stay for the training and decided to drive back through Woburn Deer 
Reserve. We could see parts of the safari park and a fallow deer herd, such majestic 
creatures. We agreed that we really are very lucky to have such beautiful countryside 
and wildlife all around where we live. 
 

As you may know, some of us meet at St Leonard’s for morning prayer at 08:45 each 
weekday. Traditionally, morning prayer is known as ‘Lauds’ and still is in the monastic 
prayer book. Lauds is a Latin word for ‘praise’ and having such beauty on our doorstep 
gives us so much to praise God for. Mind you, we still thank Him for rain, snow, sleet, 
fog and the beauty of all our seasons. Personally, I hate hot weather, so our seasons 
have something for everyone to appreciate and enjoy. I’m looking forward to getting 
out my jumpers and boots. So much easier to get warm in cold weather than it is to 
stay cool on a blistering hot day. Besides, the constant sound of a panting pug can get 
on your nerves after the first few hours! 
 

Some of you may be aware that Bede and I have had some upsetting times of late, but 

we have been absolutely overwhelmed by the love and support we have received. We 

did not realise, until now, just how much concern and support that we have from our 

church family; and for this we are incredibly grateful and humbled. In times of trouble 

our church family really know how to pull together and support each other. St          

Leonard’s really is a great church to belong to and we all know how important it is to 

belong. I have a great fridge sticker at home which says ‘FRIENDS….so much cheaper 

than a psychiatrist!!!! AND…. you get birthday and Christmas cards too!! 

When Bede and I first became wardens, our first priority was to save as much money 

on bills, repairs etc as possible. Sadly, and despite all our best efforts, we find ourselves 

struggling to find the money to both maintain and manage the church building.  We all 

know the pressure which comes from meeting those dreaded monthly bills and our 

church is no exception. Were it not for Jill Thomas, our long-suffering Treasurer, we 

would have reached this point even sooner. The Parochial Church Council a.k.a. PCC is 

supporting a drive for increased giving. We all know the pressure that comes with    

increasing costs over the years and we need to ensure the church remains well cared 

for and maintained if it is to be enjoyed by future generations.  

Our regular seasonal lunches for those in our community who live alone, are lonely or 

isolated have always been funded by the community and not our church. Revd Noel, 

myself and Br Bede started these lunches around three years ago, well before there 

was a national awareness of the pain and suffering that loneliness and social isolation 
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KINGSWOOD FARM 
 

BOARDING KENNELS 

AND CATTERY 
 

BRICKHILL ROAD 
HEATH AND REACH 

 
Telephone: 01525 237 777 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Proprietors: 
Anne & Bob Reeve 

 

STOKES CHIMNEYS AND 

GARDENS 
 

Qualified lady chimney sweep 

All types of stoves and chimneys 
carefully swept. 

Birds’ nests cleared 
Member of the Institute of        

Chimney Sweeps  
Garden maintenance service. 
Grass cutting, weeding, leaf      

clearing, pruning and planting etc. 
RHS qualification  

Friendly local service.  
Public liability insurance and DBS 

checked. 
Call Sue Stokes on 01 525 850622 
stokeschimneysandgardens@gmail.com 
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 isolation can bring. We now have quite a team of people who are committed to this 
event and it really is, in my view, the best thing we do. Bede and I cook, Noel and     
others help set up and put away. The only job we probably need more help with is the 
washing up.  
 

We held our Summer Lunch on 28th July and we welcomed over forty guests. We half 
expected less people to attend because of the holidays and the excessively hot 
weather, but this was not the case. People who were unable to attend on the day due 
to illness were taken their meal after the event by concerned neighbours and friends; 
so we catered for over fifty people in all!! 
We continue to be delighted by the support we receive from the community of Heath & 
Reach. For our ‘lucky ticket’ prizes we had wine from Chapel Flooring, Heath Inn, The 
Axe and Compass and K9 Grooming. Little Emm’s, The Dukes and Finishing Touch 
Health and Beauty gave vouchers. The Co-op donated a further £250, a hamper and 
some special Co-op products.  
 

During the lunch we were entertained by Graeme Lockhart on the keyboard who     
provided real quality background music while people chatted and enjoyed their time 
together….thanks Graeme!! 
 

Today, 10th August, we had our annual Archdeacon’s inspection and I am happy to   
report that we came out of it extremely well. Come and see us, we would love to     
welcome new people and as for the regulars….see you Sunday!! Xx 
 

Val Cooper (Roberts). 
 

Philosophers of the Century 
 

The only reason they say “Women and children first” is to test the strength of the    
lifeboats  (Jean Kerr) 
 

When a man opens a car door for his wife, it’s either a new car or a new wife.  (Prince 
Philip) 
 

If God had intendd us to fly, he would have made it easier to get to the airport.  
(Jonathan Winters) 
 

America is the only country where a significant proportion of the population believs 
that professional wrestling is real but the moon landing was faked.  (David Letterman) 
 

If life were fair, Elvis would be alive today and all the impersonators would be dead. 
(Johnny Carson) 
 

After the game, the King and the pawn go into the same box. (Old Italian proverb) 
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Leighton Buzzard Voluntary Patient Transport 

(LBVPT) service is ready to transport you to your 

Hospital outpatient clinic appointments. 
  

LBVPT was set up to provide voluntary transport for elderly and          

vulnerable people to and from their outpatient appointments at the three 

local hospitals- Luton & Dunstable, Milton Keynes, Stoke Mandeville. We 

are pleased to now be able to extend that service to include Bedford, 

Amersham and High Wycombe hospitals; and we will take individuals to 

attend hospital appointments at Saturday clinics.  
 

All our services are subject to a volunteer driver being available on the 

required day. This service has been operational since 1 April 2017 and is 

available to you if you do not qualify for NHS non-emergency transport, 

or you are unable to get to your hospital appointments by any other 

means, such as public transport. 

 

One feature greatly appreciated by people using LBVPT that is not yet 

provided elsewhere is that the driver will accompany you from the car to 

your appointment; wait there with you if you wish, or come back to collect 

you later, and then accompany you home to your door. 

 

LBVPT asks for a voluntary donation to cover the cost of providing the 

service. 

 

Further information on using this service can be found by: 

 

* calling our call handler on 07873 497633 

* sending an email to lbvpt@outlook.com  

* looking at the website at http:www.lbvpt.co.uk 

 

We look forward to hearing from you if you need to use our service! 

mailto:lbvpt@outlook.com
http://www.lbvpt.co.uk/
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For all your painting 

and decorating  
needs … 
 

 J.M.Wyatt 
 

 Painter and Decorator 
 

  

4 St Leonard’s Close 

Leighton Buzzard 

Beds 

LU7 3DF 
 

  

Tel. (01525) 379520 
 

Call for free quotation and 
advice 

 

 The most competitive prices in  

the area 

Tel: 01525 237687 
 

 Mrs Emma Smith 

 

PIANO LESSONS 
 

Would you like to learn to play piano? 
 

Or did you play years ago and feel 
rusty? 

 
Lady tutor can cover any age and any 

level. 
 

1st lesson is free—come and try—no 
commitment! 

 
I can be contacted on 01525 261552 
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Remembering 
World War 1 

St Leonard’s is remembering those on the Heath and  Reach War 
Memorial on or around the  100th anniversary of their death.  

G/29676 Private William Henry Tew 
1st Battalion Queen’s  

(Royal West Surrey Regiment)  
Aged 20 years, he was killed in action  

on 21st September 1918 and 
is buried in Villiers Hill British Cemetery, France 

 

William was the son of Joseph and Mary Tew of Heath & Reach. He was 
known to be at school in 1911, and joined up in West London whilst living 
in North Kensington. His Battalion was the oldest and most senior English 
line Infantry regiment, having been established in 1661 and they were 
deployed to the Western Front at the beginning of the war, remaining 
stationed there for the duration of the war. William was killed in action 
during an attack on German defences at Manancourt in the Somme to the 
north east of Amiens. 

 
Remember this...... 

 
God won’t ask you what kind of car you drove but He’ll ask how many 
people you helpe to get where they needed to go. 
 
God won’t ask the square footage of your house but He’ll ask how many 
people you welcomed into your home. 
 
God won’t ask about the colour of your skin but He’ll ask about the    con-
tent of your character. 
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I SHOULDN’T HAVE DONE THAT 

 

There are times in life when one is apt to think, or even say “ I shouldn’t 

have done that”!  This phrase usually follows a decision or action which 

results in something detrimental happening to the doer..... 
 

I am writing this with difficulty, as my right thumb is bound up with tape, 

as I happened to have left it in the door jamb as I closed the door. At this 

I uttered the immortal words ‘ oh dear’ whilst watching my thumb grow 

to twice it’s normal size, and the nail turning a lovely shade of purple as 

the blood underneath surged around looking for an exit. It didn’t find 

one! 
 

After quite an ‘uncomfortable’ night it was off to A&E for an X-ray to  

determine the extent of my crush injury, and hopefully to be treated to 

relieve the excruciating pain which I, as all men do, bore like a true hero. 

The treatment consisted, I was informed by a charming nurse, of a     

procedure entailing drilling through the nail to release the trapped 

blood........ 
 

Being as I am, a devout coward, I asked the nurse if this was going to 

hurt me? 

‘No, no. Not at all’ she replied, with a smile. 

‘But do you tell lies’ ? I asked. 

‘Oh I do, I do’ she said, with yet another smile. 

My returning smile was what is called ‘sickly’, reflecting as it did my  

complete lack of courage in the face of adversity. 
 

I really shouldn’t have done it. 

 

Derek Hardman 
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For more information on any of these events,  

phone 01525 377047 

Thursday 13th September 

COFFEE MORNING 
in the Church Hall 

10am-12.00noon 

 

 

Saturday 15th September 

JUMBLE SALE 
in the Church Hall from 11am 

Sunday 14th October 

HARVEST BRING & SHARE LUNCH 

in the Church Hall at 1pm 

Saturday 13th October 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
in the Church Hall from 8.30am 

Saturday 24th November 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
in the Church Hall from 1pm 
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The Bishop sat down in his study 
To do all his annual reports 
On the Vicars he’d got in his Diocese 
All their talents and failings and thoughts. 
 
His wife carried in the black coffee 
She knew he would need quite a lot 
As the annual reports caused him headaches 
Considering the staff that he’d got. 
 
Said the Bishop, “I’ve just reached the 
‘Haitches’ 
And Heath is the next one I fear 
I’ve got to consider Grant Fellows 
He’s managed to stay there a year. 
 
I’ll not take account under ‘foresight’ 
That because of his coming to stay 
The Church Wardens fled from the Parish 
And both moved to live miles away. 
 
I’ll start with the marks for his acting 
It’s ten out of ten for a start 
‘Cos he made such a good Ugly Sister 
He could have been born for the part. 
 
His slapstick and dress were tremendous 
He’s certainly made for a star 
I heard that he started a riot 
When he showed off the size of his bra. 
 
Now singing, he can’t read the music 
And lessons would help for a start 
So nine is my mark for this heading 
Until he can sing the bass part. 

At dancing he’s quite a nice mover 
With waltzing he managed to cope 
I think I’ll mark seven for the present 
The Barn Dance will give him more 
scope. 
 

The Bazaar saw him playing with egg 
shells 
But getting them caused a furore 
As he hung from the loft by his trousers 
For falling from grace, he gets four. 
 

The United Service was magic 
The sermon a trick to admire 
Should I give marks for smart            
presentation 
Or deduct some for playing with fire? 
 

I’ll have to give ten for performance 
And tongues of fire are in the Book 
Next time I’m inspecting St Leonard’s 
I’ll give fire insurance a look. 
 

Now what of his physical being 
No cricket or rugby for him 
Perhaps I’ll give three marks for trying 
On account of his efforts to slim. 
 

The barbecue proved ever popular 
When Maggie and Syd entertained 
All that sausage and chicken and jelly 
I’m sorry to hear that it rained.   
 
As Vicar he should make it sunny 
From temptation of food should refrain 
I’ll give him a seven for attending 
Or eight if he starts to complain. 

Retirement of Rev. Canon Grant fellows, Team Rector, Ouzel Valley Team 
Ministry 

 

On page 3 of this issue of People and Parish, Grant talks about his impending retirement after 38 
years of ordained ministry.  Older members of St Leonard’s congregation will remember Grant as 
a young vicar in Heath & Reach from 1986-94. Here, Geoff White  (‘Villager’) gives his report card 
after Grant’s first year in the village. 
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The magazine’s got a new format 
His printing contains the odd blot 
The written work seems of high standard 
Does giving eight marks seem a lot? 
 
The Sunday School’s going Exploring 
The Parish has started a Plan 
The young folk are all ‘Slappy Happy’ 
The choir sings as fast as it can. 
 
The PCC’s all photogenic 
And everyone knows who they are 
The Planning is really impressive 
I’ll give ten out of ten and a star. 
 
Grant’s family was three when he went 
there 
And now it’s increasing to four 
So nine out of ten for production 
And ten if they have any more. 
 
His weight-lifting seems to be suspect 
Performance marks take a real tumble 
Five marks for a smooth operation 
The result of a lift at the Jumble. 
 
Attendance marks need some explaining 
Have holidays lengthened for preachers? 
He needs lots of breaks in the sunshine 
It must be the influence of teachers. 
 
 
So seven out of ten for attendance 
And time keeping must get an eight 
Perhaps if I sent an alarm clock 
The service would never start late. 
 
For Visiting, Prayer and Caring 
He definitely merits a ten 
A popular Vicar he’s proving 
The nicest and kindest of men. 

I’d better give ten marks for marriage 
As Valerie’s just the right wife 
To comfort and help and support him 
And share in Parochial life. 
 
For family life with young Beccy 
Ten marks out of ten I assess 
Heaven forbid if I gave marks for figures 
Would it tempt Val to buy a new dress?” 
 
The Bishop stood up in his study 
And sighed a deep sigh of content 
He’s totalled the marks he’s awarded 
And the answer was ninety percent. 
 
“Bless me! It’s a Grade A in Vicaring 
What will they achieve when he mellows? 
I’ll take them a large Gin for Christmas 
And chant ‘For they’re jolly good Fellows!’” 
 

Geoff White  
October 1987 
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STEP IN TIME LINE DANCING 
 

LINEDANCING CLASS 
 

ST LEONARD'S CHURCH HALL 
 

EVERY MONDAY 
 

BEGINNERS 7.00-8.00 pm 

IMPROVERS/INTERMEDIATE 8.00-9.30 pm 
 

COME ALONG IT'S EASY IT'S A FUN 

ENJOYABLE WAY TO KEEP FIT 

£4.50 per session 
 

Make a note in your diary 

Enquiries:Text or phone Lyn 07960 952 391 or 
01908 641069 

lynda.bass@btinternet.com 
 

 Beginners/Improvers in Southcott Community 

Hall  

Every Wednesday 7.30pm-8.30pm 
LU7 2QY 

Growing Old by Patricia Lyons 
 
 

Everything hurts—what doesn’t hurt doesn’t work 
 

You feel the morning after but you haven’t been anywhere the night before 
 

You get winded playing cards, your children begin to look middle-aged 
 

You join a health club but don’t go 
 

A dripping tap causes an uncomfortable urge 
 

You have all the answers but no-one asks the questions 
 

You look forward to a dull evening 
 

You need glasses to find your glasses 
 

You turn off the light for economy not for romance 
 

You sit in a rocking chair but can’t make it go 
 

Your knees buckle but your belt won’t 
 

Your back goes out more than you do 
 

Your house is too big and your medicine cupboard is not big enough 
 

You sink your teeth into a steak and the stay there 
 

 
 
 
 

To advertise your product 
or service in this space, 
call Corinna on 07502 

320025 

mailto:lynda.bass@btinternet.com
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CHURCH COFFEE  

MORNING 
 

CHURCH HALL 
 

Thursday 13th September 

 

10.00am to 12 noon 
 

ALL WELCOME 

 
 

TRANSPORT AVAILABLE IF REQUIRED 

PLEASE TELEPHONE 07502 320025 TO ARRANGE 

 

Coffee mornings are held on the 2nd Thursday of each 

month 

 

 

Next coffee morning after these will 

be on  
 

Thursday 11th October 
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A Charter for Compassion 
 

A call to bring the world together....... 
 

The principle of compassion lies at the heart of all religious, ethical and 
spiritual traditions, calling us always to treat others as we wish to be 
treated ourselves.  Compassion impels us to work tirelessly to alleviate 
the suffering of our fellow creatures, to dethrone ourselves from the 
centre of our world and put another there, and to honour the inviolable 
sanctity of every single human being, treating everybody without         
exception, with absolute justice, equity and respect. 
 

It is also necessary in both public and private life to refrain consistently 
and empathetically from inflicting pain.  To act or speak violently out of 
spite, chauvinism or self-interest, exploit or deny basic rights to anybody 
and to incite hatred by denigrating others— even our enemies—is a    
denial of our common humanity.  We acknowledge that we have failed 
to live compassionately and that some have even increased the sum of 
human misery in the name of religion. 
 

We therefore call upon all men and women to restore compassion to 
the centre of  morality and religion; to return to the ancient principle 
that any interpretation of   scripture that breeds violence, hatred or    
disdain is illegitimate;  to ensure that youth are given accurate and      
respectful information about other traditions, religions and  cultures;  to 
encourage a positive appreciation of cultural and religious diversity;  to 
cultivate and informed empathy with the suffering of all human beings, 
even those regarded as enemies. 
 

We urgently need to make compassion a clear, luminous and dynamic 
force in our   polarised world .  Rooted in a principled determination to 
transcend selfishness, compassion can break down political, dogmatic, 
ideological and religious boundaries.  Born of our deep interdependence, 
compassion is essential to human relationships and to a fulfilled           
humanity.  It is the path to enlightenment and indispensible to the crea-
tion of a just economy and a peaceful global community. 
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St Leonard’s Holiday Club  

 

ANIMAL BLESSING SERVICE 

in St Leonard’s Church                            
 

 Saturday 29th September 12-1pm  

           
 Bring your pet or just come 

and enjoy the service 
     
 
 

 

During the service there will be a presentation 

by Jackie Burke who runs the Leighton Buzzard 

Hedgehog Rescue 
 
 

Collection in aid of Jackie’s Hedgehog Rescue 
 

                                    
For more information contact Rosemary Young 01525 237 345 

or Vera Paul 01525 375095                                               
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THE SILVER LINE 
 

A helpline for older people 
 

0800 4 70 80 90 
 

“Like child abuse, loneliness carries a stigma, especially for an older   genera-
tion too proud to ask for help.  I hope by creating a helpline for older people 
The Silver Line will enable them to break through the stigma of loneliness, and 
thus save lives and comfort and protect older people in need.”  Esther Rantzen. 
 
The Silver Line is a free confidential helpline which provides; information and 
signposting to services, community and voluntary support across the country; a 
friendship service to combat loneliness; and a means of empowering those 
who may be suffering abuse. 
 
If you are feeling isolated or lonely, there is not only the helpline, but a tele-
phone befriending service, where you are matched to a trained    volunteer, 
who will phone on a weekly basis for friendship at a time  convenient to you.  
So if you feel that you would benefit from the       services of The Silver Line, 
please do not hesitate to call our 24/7 helpline on 0800 4 70 80 90. 
 
‘If you think it is for you, it is for you’. 

St Leonard’s Parish Prayer  
 
 

Living God, you have given us St Leonard 

as an example of one who extended himself  

to relieve the difficulties of others; 

 help us to know in our hearts the love you have for us all 

 so we may reach out in genuine empathy 

 to those in our community 

 who feel lonely, isolated, or overwhelmed by grief or loss. 

 Help us to grow together as a people  

united in concern for each other and love for you.  Amen 
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nicole.waldock@tesco.net 

01908 608304 

Facebook.com/on77yx 

ONYX - The dynamic six piece band for your 
special event, wedding reception,             
anniversary celebration, dinner dance or 
corporate function. 

Choose your favourite songs from our          
extensive playlist for those magical mo-
ments to make your special occasion simply 
the best. 

ONYX will ensure you and your guests dance 
all night to celebrated hits from the last five    
decades. 

 

 
 

St Leonard’s Visiting Team 
 

We are a small group who enjoy meeting people and 
having a chat (maybe over a cup of tea!). 
 

If you or anyone you know is housebound, or might 
enjoy some  company occasionally, please call Kelly on 
07502 320025 and she will put us in touch. 
 

We look forward to hearing from you. 
 

Anne Chapman 
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On or For Sun 
Coffee (after 11am 

service) 
Cleaning 

2nd Sept J&T Mellodey V Cooper 

9th Sept S Darms & A Payne  

16th Sept H&R Ramsbotham G&M White 

23rd Sept J Thomas  

30th Sept No services 
J Thomas &                

A Gomersall 

7th Oct A Palmer & L Page  

14th Oct 
A Chapman &            

S Halstead 
R Young & S Darms 

21st Oct S Darms & A Payne  

28th Oct H&R Ramsbotham 
A Chapman &            

S Halstead 
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I have recently been looking at the Census returns for 1841, which were for the districts 
of Heath and Reach, and wondering what the villagers did in the little spare time they 
had.  Heath and Reach were shown as separate hamlets on the returns made in April of 
1841, Heath being “all that part of the Hamlet of Heath and Reach comprising a house 
on the Heath in the occupation of William Swinstead, also houses by the Star Public 
House and the village of Heath Gig Lane, with the houses by the Well and round the hill 
to Stone Leigh Cottages, Rushmoor Pond, Nares Gladley and Grange Mill as far as the 
bridge leading to Linslade”.  The Mill was a water mill as there were no Windmills noted 
at that time. 
 

The district of Reach was “All that part of the Hamlet of Heath and Reach comprising all 
those cottages on the hill opposite the Red Lion Public House, that part called Reach 
Fox Corner, Stone Lane to the Sand House on the Turnpike Road to Hockliffe, the      
cottages by Battlesden, the Croft, Upper End Green to a cottage situate on the lands of 
Sam Davis.” 
 

A clerk in holy orders, John Grant Lawford, was recorded as living in “The Cottage” in 
Reach with his two sisters and employed two female servants and one male.  His age 
was shown as 30 but in this, the first census, everyone over the age of 18 had their ages 
rounded up or down to the nearest five.  He was curate and stayed for seven years in 
the parish before resigning in August 1842. 
 

The villagers of Heath and Reach in 1841 numbered about 850.  There was no electricity 
or water laid on, so water was drawn from the nearest well.  Many houses were 
crowded and some families had a succession of children; for instance, William and    
Martha Haynes of Lanes End had four sons and two daughters. 
 

Thomas Tame, who was a farmer, and his wife Elizabeth, living in Brickhill Road, by the 
age of 45 had already got four sons, the eldest at 20 years being a labourer, and the 
youngest being only 9 months old.  Their four daughters were eleven, nine, six and 
three, so I presume there was not spare time for any of them.   
 

Education in those days for the poor was given by Sunday Schools, some of which were 
founded by the Sunday School Society in 1788, and the Methodists and the Anglican 
Church were involved. Discipline was strict, with the use of the cane and the iron cage 
suspended from the ceiling.  Most of the teaching was from reading the Bible. 
 

In September 1841, less than six months after the census, the Revd. John Charles      
Orlebar began his 16 years as curate in the parish.   He had six brothers and he was the 
odd one out, not going to a public school and university and not liking cricket! 
 

How did he survive among the poor?  By 1851 he reported “Heath was a very poor  
district, most especially as respects the established church.” 
 

All will be revealed next month! 

The Villager            by Geoff White 
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Monday to Friday 

9am—12pm, 12pm-3pm or 9am—3pm 

An independent preschool offering places for children 

from 2 years old, providing a range of activities to 

support children’s learning through play 

Contact Margaret Smithers, Early Years Teacher  

Email: hbpreschool@aol.com 

Phone: 01525 237172 

THE HEATH BAND 

Would you like to learn a brass instrument? 
Do you already learn and would like to join a group? 

 

Then come and join  
 

  THE HEATH TRAINING BAND 
 

At the Heath Barn, Eastern Way, Heath and Reach on 
Wednesday evenings (term time only) 

 

Free tuition: 6.45 to 7.45pm - instruments available 
Band practice: 7.15 to 7.45pm 

 

For more information contact: info@heath-band.co.uk 

www.heath-band.co.uk   heath-band               @heath-band 
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Worship at St Leonard’s 
 

 

 

2nd Sept     14th Sunday after Trinity 

08.00am       Holy Communion (BCP) 

11.00am       Family Service  
 

4th Sept   

07.30pm       Holy Communion  
 

9th Sept     15th Sunday after Trinity 

08.00am       Holy Communion (Order 1 traditional) 

11.00am       Parish Communion (Order 1) 
 

11th Sept    

07.30pm        Holy Communion 
 

16th Sept    16th Sunday after Trinity 

08.00am        Holy Communion (Order1 traditional) 

11.00am        Parish Communion (Order 1) 
 

18th Sept   

7.30pm          Holy Communion 
 

23rd Sept    17th Sunday after Trinity 

08.00am        Holy Communion (Order1 traditional) 

11.00am        Parish Communion (Order 1) 
 

25th Sept 

7.30pm           Holy Communion 
 

29th Sept     

12.00noon    Animal Blessing Service 
 

30th Sept     18th Sunday after Trinity  

11.15am          Combined service at All Saints—      

   farewell service for Canon Grant 


